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Upholds the Doctrines and Rubrics of the Prayer Book.

“dGrace bhe with all them thnt love our J.ord@ Jesus Chrlst In sincerity.”’—I19131.

i, 24,

“Iarnestly contend tor the faith which was once delivered unito the saints.—JTude : 3.
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SCEPTICISM AND PRAYER. I

Language is to thought what the body is to the
soul; that which gives form to its oulward phe
nomena, and whereby it finds its expression in the
material world ; while it at the same time circum-
scribes the scope of its encrgies and cloys its high-
est aspirations, It is by thought that man
approaches to the image of his Maker.  Thought,
which is illimitable, unfettered by time in its antici-
pation of the future and in its retrospect of the past,
and knowing no bounds of space in its infinite
range of euergy, is the dim reflex image in man of
the One Omnipotent and Eternal.  Thus thonghy,
the Divine inflatus into man, partakes somewhat of
the Divine nature, and i endued to a ceriain ex- '
tent with the Divine power of creation. Butassoon
as it finds espression in language or in action it
loses at once the Divine attribule of creation and
becomes merely reproduction, the alchymist eom-
pounding and recompounding in his crucible
elements already pre existent.  In wors vigorous
ages, and in more vigorots individuals, thought,
like a giant exulting in his strength, ranges untram-
melled through regions where it finds ne footprints
of precedence ; while in less vigorous times, and
in less oriyinal individuals, it helplessly clutches to
the supportof autherity:  This latter condition is
m a very- large measure to be met with in the pre-
sent day—in this, which is an age rather of
learning than of speculation ; of scientific rather
than metaphysical research. Yersons are now
disposed rather 10 adopt ready-made the thoughts!
of the great thinkers of bygonc times thau to think |
out truths for themselves, A proposition is accept- |
ed, not so much bscause it commends itself o the |
mind as true as because it may be supported by !
one or more received authorities.

This tone of thought has produced iis natural |
result in an exaggerated criticism of authorities ; a
system which is neither crealive or even reproduc- |
uve, but purely destructive. Hence arises the i
widespread scepticism of our day—a tone efl
thought so prevalent that, werc it asked, “What is |
the nature of that which arrogates to itself the title
of modern thought ?” the answer would be that it is
sceptical.

Scepticism is at best but an inferior mode of
thought. It stiikes out no mew lines for itself since
its course wmust be 2 retrogression along lines of
thought already traced; it canunot like man's
noblesL intuitions, be sclfexistent, since iis very
existence requires pre-cxistent thought upon the |
matters with which it is conversint,  Truth is self-
existent and eternai, and to man’s generous thought
aspiring after truth is imparted somewhat of these
Divine attributes, But scepticism is the parasite of
truth.

The Gnosticism of later times would fain reversce
the order of creation ; and, instead of Gop beiug
the Creator of man, its pride would make man the
creator of his Cop. The mind ¢f man cannotgrasp
the Infinite ; aud therefore Gos has revealed Him-
self to man in His attributes. As man rejects one
by one these attributes, whirh are beyond the range
of his finite fzculties, he debases the idea of Gop
to the measure of his own finality. The residuum
which is left is atheism—an atheism which, if it
stop short.of an absolute denial of Gop’s existence,
is yet a denial of His-providence.

-"Take, for instance, the particular subject of
prayer. Deuny the existence of Gop altogether and
you make prayer an impossibility ; acknowledge

Psion of thought than with thought itself. And thus
S g8

{to ‘every creaturc within every creature’s hear-
ing. 1f you cannot fill Gop's House withcut going

S water of life freely,” if it is but too evident from

'
His existence and you make prayer a HCCCSSit)’.!
For, if you allow His existence, but deny the)
ficaey of prayer offered to Him, to support this;
nugative hiypothesis you must start with the premise
that He does not exert an ever-watchful care over |
His creatures, or you must ariive ab it as your only |
logical conclusion.  Such a premise can ouly be
assumed by forming an idea of Gon, not according |
to His own revelation of Himself, but according to

the reguirements of the limits of huwman intelli- -
sence.  And such a conclusion can only be arrived
a1 by a process of inductive reasoning which must
rob Goo of all [reedom of action. and make Him
the siave of a resistless necessity.

Seepticistt is more conversant with the expres-

it would overihrow the dogma of the efficacy of

t

prayer, not by the enunciation of a truth, swhich
would make this dogma untenable, but by a cutu-
iative weight of adverse evidence; this evidence
Leing gained by an inductive reasoning {rom an
analysis of the Jaws of the universe, in which it can
find no trace of the operation of prayer. But tlis
reasoning. (o a great extent, overlooks or ignores
ihe great Principle of Life in the formation and
government of the universe, while it follows it
along the lines of instiuctive choice, but not of in-
telligent will. .

1t is not maintained tiat prayer operales other-
wise than through the Divine economy of natural
laws.  These laws cperate under the action of
forces : so much su that rest is not the absence of
all force, but the equilibrium of active forces. And
inefficacy of prayer counid be successfully demon-
strated only hy an exhaustive analysis of the initial |
impulse of these forces.—Nelected.
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CHURCHES.

FREE :

]

WiATEVER may be said about socis] considers
tiors, the question of finances, elc,, no one can
deuy that this system is in every way akin to the,
spirit of the Gospel.  Whether the question be one |
of {ree invitation, or of regarding nothing as com-
mon ov unclean, nothing is more natural or obliga-
tery than to bring that Guspel whichis to be preached

|

out into the highways and hedges a..d cowpelling
peaple to come in, how can you hope to fill i in
face of so many barriers within by which to keep
them out? What use that the Spirit and the Bride
zay, “Come, and whosoever will let him take of the

the arrangement of the Church that very many of
such people are not wanted? If Jerusalem frow
above is free, which is the mother of us all, what
shouid be so perfectly free and open as those tem-
ples in which H. Who tasted wrath for every man,
and Who is no tespecter of persons, would make
them equally welcome and an cqual sharer in His
grace and redemption ?  Now, supposing it to be
true that the Church is losing hold of the masses,
what could more certainly repel them than the
feeling that tl.eir admission to the temple and to
the circles of discipleship depends more on weaith
and social considerations than on anything that
Christ took account of in dying to save them, and
in op=ning o them the kingdow of heaven?

Xo more is it to be denied, again, that the free
Church system was the system of the early Church,
while probably no other was ever thought of. How
wowid it have looked, at least, for an Apostle to

. Roman Catholic Chuvch.
s Canon made o fixcter rebukes quarrelling for a

: Church is not money, but spirituality.

ishall Le added unto you.

have exclaimed, “Ho! cvery oueqthat thissteth,
come ye to the waters ; and he that hath no money”
-—when everybody knew his coming depended on a
large amount of money i the way of pew-rents?
No such barriers existed in the fewish Church, and
they certainly exist in the Christian Church onlyas
a lute and, at least, questionable lanovation.  Ii will
not do to say that pews fist came in with the
Reformation, for we hear of them as far back as the

‘thirtecnth  century ; while Bishop Bale, in his

“Image of both Churches,” speaks of “shrynes,
mmages, Church-stoles, and pews that are well paid
for,” referring in the condition of things in the
As far back as 1287, a

ceeat in a ciureh, and decrees that none shall claim

a seat as Dis own zxcept nobdemen and ther
patrons.  Gredually, however, seals were appropri-
ated by other members of the parish, to the injury
of the poor nad the muluplicution of disprtes, By
the common law, however, each parishioner has a
right to a seat, and the Churchwardens or other
ofiicers arc bound to place each one as best they
can. The system according to which no one feels
entitled to a seat unless he has paid forit, however
it came in with the Reformation, certainly did nof
come in with Christianity, and doubtiess camc
atong gradually like other ecclesiasticul abuses, or,
if it sounds better, ecclesiastical experiments.

At any rate, by whatever mettiod the Early
Church gol on, it can get on agcin, unless the
spirit of the early Church has departed.  Neither
earlier nor later can the Church rnn any risk in
acting out the plain spirit of the Gospel and in
falling back on a principic and not on expedients:
It may be said, of course, that the money question

.is the great obstacle in the way of canying on free
churches ; but the right of things first, and the
: finances second.

Besides the true capital of the
Have the
Spirit of Christ and you will have the spirit of giv-
ing ; and by as much as you dare entrust yourself
to & righteous principle all other things, as in scek-
ing the kingdom of Geon anld His righteousness,
Certainly the Church
cannnt greatly errin returning to that primitive
way which, at least, 15 not the way of exclusiveness
and pride, and which makes it, like the Gospel,
free to.all—Selected.
————— - ————

Tite Century has u remarkable paper, called
“The Jewish Problem,” written by a Jewess. The
authoress, after reviewing the history of her people
since the destruction of Jerusalem, and defending
them from the charges of meanness and avarice
usually brought against them, cxpresses a happy
conviction that the time when the Israelites will
again form a united nation is in fact approaching.
“While a few years ago the most enlightened Jews,
yielding to the indolent apathy of comparative sccu-
rity, would have ignored or ridiculed the vision of a
restoration, to-day it is no exaggeration to say that
whenever two Israelites of ordinary intelhigence
come together, the possibiliuy, nay, the probability
of again forming a united nation is seriously dis-
cussed.”

It is also to be noted in this same connection
that a betier feeling exists among the Jews in all
parts of the world towards Christianity ; while the
Church of England and her daughter in America
are particularly active in presenting the Gospel to
their notice. ‘e may hope, therefore, that the
restored nation will be a nation whi~h recognizes-
Jesus Christ as their King and Gop.



