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BURNING 0F THE URSULINE CONVENT,
QUEBFBC. 165o.
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Nevent in which the wholc colony frit tlc dccpcst
concern. occurrcd in the niglit of Dcccmiber 30,oe~1650, %vas thc burning of the Ursuline Convent.

Futaccourits of it art givcn in the 11 istory of
the Ursulines of Qucbec and also iii thc Jesuit Relations.
Althougli it began aftcr ail had retired to rest. and, by its
suddencss and violence, cornpe)llcd the inrnatcs to escape as
they bcst could, in thcir night-clothcs, yct no laves wvcre lost.
The wcathcr at thc time %vas intcnscly cold, and the ground
covcrcd with snotv. The Ursulines Iost ail they had. Tlw<y
wcrc afterwards encouragcd to rcbuild, instcad of rcturning
to Francc. The other rcligious bodies, as well as M. d'Aril-
lebout, assistcd thcmn in doing so wvith loans of money. and
their credit. Tite Governor himisclf and Miadame dAillcbuut
furnishied the design or plans; and the former, as tem-
poral father of the comrnunity, did ail he could towvards the
restorat ion of their useful establishment.

One of the miost touching incidents connccted with the
disaster of the Ursulines occurrcd a short tinte aftcr the fire,
when thcy werc temporarily lodgcd in the Motel Dicu,where
the Ho.rpitali<'res reccivcd theni %with the utmost kindncss
and charity. 1roofis of synithy hiad rcaclcd titcm front
every quartcr-ail classes of the French and the Indians
combining to nmanifcst the concern so universally cntcrtaincd.
But the poor Hurons, who then occupicd at Icits-t 400 cahins
in thc ncighbourhood of the hospîtal, cxcclled otlîcr:i in tlîis
respect. Thcy held a couixcil, and finding that tlicir utinost
wealth consisted in thc possession of two tccelaint c<dhtzrs,
each composcd Of 1200 grains or rings, the>' resolvcd to go
in a body to the H-otcl Dieu, and offier thcse as a prescrit,
along with thcir coridolences. Thcir chief, Taieroyik, nmade


