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THE ART PRESERVATIVE.

Commenting on the Quarcentenary celebration of
the introduction of Printing into Lngland, the
Printers’ Iegislter says: 1t eaunot be denied that
Caxton arrived in London with a mission Iess im-
portant only than that of St. Augustine. But when
people talk of the advantages of Printing they Ire.
quently overlook the real point that.is invelved.
Gutenberg was not the fivst printer. He found
printing a wide, an actunlly flourishing business.
1t had been invented many centuries before : it was
then carried on in- an extensive, a systematic
manner. . What good had it done? The answer
must be, very little indeed. We talk about the
beuefits to civilisution of printing. What henelits
has it conferred in China, where the art has heen
known and practised for ages? 16 is not, indeed,
Printing in the abstract, that has done anything of
importunce for the benelit of mankind, but one
branch of it, one method or proeess that has brought
all those advantages that so many cloquent men
will soon e expatiating upon.

As long as learning was the monopoly ol the few,
a privilege almost of a class, it served little better
ends than- to perpetuate and indeusily yopular
ignorance. So long as writing was an accomplish-
ment confined to the very few it was of slight use as
a means of promoting learning. And us long as
printing was: concerned only in the production -of
alphabets, playing cards, and pictures of the saints,
it did very little good indeed to the people at
large. 1t was the invention of Typography, not
the art of printing, thiat has done so mueh for us.
The simple fact ol cheapening the mode of produe-
tion has revolutionised literature, and it is the luet
that the peasant can now possess his hook as well
as the prince that we ought to culogise when we
commemorate Caxton and his great predecessor
Gutenbery,

Derhaps it is to the highest development of the
principle of cheapness—the eheap Press, that in the
end we shall be most - indebted for onr progress in
knowledge and civilisation, A great French writer
anticipated that before the present eentury had ex-
pired the periodieal press wonld be the entire press;
books would have to give way to newspapers. His
vaticinations do not seem to he in the way of reali-
sation, for of making muny hooks there is still ne
end. 1t would, however, be idle to deny that the
power of the Press is daily increasing, and that the
really important thoughts of our great thinkers are
more and more frequently being given to the world,
not in the shape of treatises and tomes, but in the
columns of journals. The most important disco-
veries, too, ure first recorded in the same vehicles,
The daily inereasing influence of this mighty power
is distinetly the effect of cheap printing—the ypo-
graphy that circulates among the mass of the people.

We have only to compare the England of to-day
with what it was four hundred years ago, to realise
the inlluence of the art of printing. Beginning
with the liberty of the sulject, what a vast change
has taken place.  The despotie will of a king is not
now the arbiter of the people’s destinies. Public
opinion, embodied in n free press, practically
governs the country.  Without the printing press
this public opinion conld not have been created, and
without the printing press public opinion, as « foree
in the realm, could not be’ maintained. The poli-
tieal cconomist, the sociologist, may from time to
time issue treatises which, like some of the late
Johu Stuart Mill’s, shape for a generation the legise
Iafion of the country on some partienlar point ; but
it is the million-tongued press that speaks the will
of the people and dictates how its laws are to be
framed.

Printing is not only a political power, but an
cminently educational one.  Indeed, we can hardly
conceive of an education that is possible without
books. The benefits which printing has confurred
on this important cause are altogether inconceivable.
As education is ditfused, so printing does more and
more to benefit it. - At the present day a complete
book of history, of arithmetie, or geography may be

had for one penny ; and even an atlas is published
for that trifling sum. The poorest child consequent-
Jy has opened to him the storehouse -of. knowledge,
as completely, perhaps, as those who have the
amplest wealth,  For “edueation in current affnirs,
printing gives us our penny daily paper, with' its
telegrams from all parts of the world—its leaders
written often with a grace and point not unworthy
of Johnson or Goldsmith—and its adverlisements
telling us of the varions and myriad wants of the
community among whom we reside.

The scrvices of printing in promoting religion are
among the most obvious of its many other services.
Tt was stated a few days since that every second of
time three bibles are issued from the printing press,
Almost from its invention has printing been en-
gaged in multiplying copies of the Holy Seriptures,
and the vast number of bibles and testaments which
the press has produced must have had an influence
whielt we cannot adequately realise. A good hible
may now he had for 34d, a testament for 2d,, and
@ book of common prayer for 14d.  No one, there-
fore, need be at a loss for religious instruction,
when for about Gd. he ean obtain a complete set of
theological text books,

Printing hus furthered trade and commerce to an
extent that no other ageney has. I man lived in
n state of isolation from his fellow-men, there would
Tie no need ol trading at all ; but as long as commu-
nication with others is necessary, printing affords
the readiest method of expressing owr wants. 1t
also increases our wants, by bringing before our
notice something which we would like to possuss,
but of whose existence’ we had previously been
ignorant. Tvery day some new article ol use or
ornament is brought inte sale by a judicious em-
ployment of the printing press ; and if the latter
were to stop its operations, many thousands of our
countrymen would lose their entire Jivelihood.

We caunot, in a few desultory sentenees, express
a tithe of the thoughts that arise in the mind when
Printing is presented. 1t is indeed a mysterious
art, yet so simple and so obvious. Wa speak through
the press to the eyes of our fellow-men, who may
Die removed from us by eountless miles of Jand and
sea,  We give, through the press, to thought an
embodied form, and set it legibly before the eye,
ready to germinate and give life to other thoughts.
Through the printing press the 'dumb speuk, the
deaf hear, the Llind see. T'he loss of a sense is com-
pensated for, and no longer ‘does the bereaved one
require fo remain in the dlackness of ignorance. By
the printing press we touch the heads and the-hearls
of our fellow beings. Jven where spoken words
would not prevail, sometimes the prinied word has
power to move. By the printing press communion
is established between all the members of the great
family of mankind, wheresoever situated. By it
we travel, in imagination, over all countries, learn
what they are like and by whom they are peopled.
Phe printing press confers distinetions on the tving,
immortality on the dead. 1t allows no deed, onee
committed to its protection, o be lost in oblivion,
In life it gives us glimpses of cternity, Fypography
is truly the noblest of the arls, and has already
done more for civilisation, progress, and liberty,
than any agency, with the single exception of Chris-

| tianity, that the world has ever witnessed.

-
-

WonrTtit KNOWING.—Every now and then one hears
of lock-jaw resulling from a rusty nail running into
the foot, or from a wound caused by rusty ivon. It
is positively asserted that all such wounds may
easily be healed by thoroughly smoking for about
twenty minutes with burning wool or woolen cloth.
Such application will remove the pain and inflam-
mation from any wound.

Goon Wonrk.—It is recognized thal plain type,
good ink, good paper, combined with first-class
workmanship, command respectful attention where
cheap and tawdry printing is unheeded.
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RaTES OF ADVERTISING,

1 Tusertion. 1 Year,
1 page. $25.00 $75.00
e 15.00 50.00
o 10.00 30,00
1 column, 15.00 50,00
o 10.00 30.00
F 5.00 15.00

SECOND-HAND PRESSES.

We offer for sale the [ollowing Secoxp-Haxp
Puressus, ot the annexed priees, delivered on board
of the cars well boxed :

One Dryden, Foord & Co., four-fecder Wharfe-

dale, size Bed, 62x55; in good order.

Printed the Montreal Gazetle., ... ..... §1,500
One Payne two-feeder Wharfedale, size Bed,

37 x 52 ; guaranteed in good order. Now

prints the Ottawn Free Press. ... .. vees 1,750
Oue Single Large Cylinder Moe Press, size

Bed, 36 x 41 ; good coudition, Can be

seen at J, A. Plinguet’s, City......... 1,200
One Compbell  Country Newspaper Press,

prints double Royal, in good order. On

exhibition in our storeroom. ..o.vavoes 800
One Taylor Cylinder. Priuting Press, prints

larger than Double Royal.  Speed 2000

per hour, Guaranteed in good order. A

Dargain ab.oeer cecviiirieriiiseees 1,500
One Campbell Country Press, prints double

Royal, in goodorder....ooovuveaeno,. 60
One Washington Hand Press, Platen 22x 34 121
One Berry Treadle. Job Press, 13 x 19, good

S

order...... 175
One Gordon Jra x 22 in-

side of chase ; an excellent press. - Cian

he seen at Mitehell & Wilson’s, St, Peter

Street, Clby .. eviviiiis cor e eeeees 400

@y Printers starting Country Newspapers can
generally find a fuld Jine of sccond-hand 1and Presses
at our Foundry, at greatly reduced prices, and prac-
tically as good as new.

F Bechanges made on favorable terms.

All the most popular Cylinder and Job DPresses
furnished on order. )

Dominion Type-Founding Co.,
MONTREAL & TORONTO,

" SECOND-HAND CUTTERS, &C.

1 30-inch Gage Paper Cutiey, in good order.
Cheapat..oveniiernvenennannen vove. S100
1 30-inch  English Plow Cuiting Machine,
with iron frame, nemrly new, -A bargain

L D 75

— AXD —
An English Ruling Machine, nearly new, .
] £ P T 75

Tor sale by the
Dominion Type-Founding Co.,
MONTREAL & TORONTO.

PERFORATING MACHINES.

JUST RECEIVED FROM EXGLAND
1 20-inch Treadle Perforating Machine..... . §100
1 13-inch Lever Perforating Machine...... 60
For sale by the ;
Ponminion Type-Founding Co.,
MONTREAL & TORONTO.




