Manners and Cufloms of the Swedes,

tribute of gratitude and efeem (o' their at:
tention, difintereftednels;. and hofpitality.
Naturally,(erious. and grave, they are ac-

quainted with, and cultlvate the valuable -

bonds of fociability. Under the moft fim-
ple external -appearance, they ¢onceal a
profound judgment, an acute'and delicate
genius, and often an ad&ive and intrepid
fpirit. - They long made a confpicuous fi-
gure by their military exploits, and have
fince proved, that they are equally fit for
“thearts of peace. They are very. fond of
.travelling 5 but, at the fame time, they
" Jove their country, never forget it, and al-
ways long to fee it again, With un irre-
fiftible inclination for liberty, they are at-

tached to their fovereigns, and majefly is

_always certain of their veneration and re-
fpe@&. They fupport povergy with cou-
rage and patience; but riclics to them aie

“often attended with danger.

Thete are fome cantons in Sweden;
where the manners of the people are till

truly patriarchial, 'and difplay the utmoft’
Yetra-:

purity, innoceace, and candour.
vellers, endowed with upright'and feeling
hearts, haften to behold this interefling
fpe€tacle : itisfuperior tothat exhibited by
the wonders of art, and the monuments of
pomp and luxury | Bucdelay’ not: cor.

ruption “already begins to diffufc abroad -
her defiruétive Breath, and more tlianone

trace of its bancful'influence are alrecady
to be perceived. Pernicious” maxims, a

- tafte for frivolous objeéts, and the ambi-
tion of imitating other nations, whofe
manner of living is generally boatted of,
‘will infenfibly produce a revolution, which
every virtuous citizen muft fament. The
exceflive ufe of (pirituous liquors is no lefy

- dangerous and deftru&ive to good morals ;
" the number of the places wkhere they arc
fold increafes every day ; and fome of them
may be met with at cvery ftep, on the
moft frequented roads. Thither the la-

. buurer and the artilt go, to facrificé boch
their health and money, to fwallow a de-
ftru@ive poifon, which enervates their
-bodies, and renders thein flupid. - :

~ The Swedes are diftinguithed from o-
thier people of Europe by a national drels,
eftablifhed in 1777, with the laudable de-

* fign of repreding luxury in the article of
clothes.” 'The men wear a clofz coat; ve-

ry wide breeehes, ftrings in their thoes; a

.- girdle, a round hat, and'a &loak..” Theu..
" fual colour is black. 'In court drefles, the.

' .tloak,.the buttons, the girdlz, and the thoe -

- ftrings are of a flame colour,” The wo-
... . Men wear a black robe, with puffed gauze
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gala days, : The men appéar in a biue fal’
tin'fuit, lined with white, and ornamented
with'lace ; the women in_-a white fatim

. fobe, ‘with coloured fathes and ribbands;

Two days of the yedr; 'the'firft of Mayand
midfummer, are i ‘Sweden -particularly -

< confecrafed to pubfic ‘mirth'andjoy. Oa

- fions of fenfibility. .
. this happy period, the people affemble;
“the houfes are ornamented “with boughs;

the firft of May, large fires, which feem 'to
announce that natural warmth about to
fucceed the feverity -of the winter, are
kindléd in the fields; around. thefe fires
the ‘people affemble, while others go to
enjoy good. cheer, and with’ the glifs in
their hands to .banith care and forrow.

Midfunimer-day is Rill becter calculated

to infpire mirth and feRivity : the fine

fcafon is then cftablithed; the fun every

where diffufes his vivifying rays ; the te-
nanisof the woods, freed from their long

captivity, tune their throats to joy; thé .
flocks range the fields at their. eafe, tor
tafle the juicy grafs ; and ‘man, awaken:

td from thac lethargy into which he has
bren funk, together with all nature, feems .
to be animated by a new foul, while his
faculties refumé their wonted vigour, and *
his heart becomes open to the foft impref.
Citthe evening before -

and the young men and young women ¢~
rect a_pele, around which they dance till
‘morning. HMaving recruited their ftrength
~by” fomie hours of repofe, they repair.to
church, and, after imploring the prote¢s .
tion of the Supreme Being, they' agdin
give themfelves up to frefh™ effufions “of
Joy. During thefe fwo feftivals, the peo.
ple difplay all their gaiety by dances and

. fongs, the' greater part of whickt' dre na-

tional,

mate, - . v .
The inhabitants of the. fouthern prok”

vinces endeavour to provide places of (hel

ter from the heat 5 and thofe of the north,

living near the sbode of Boreas, employ all

and partake fomewhat of the cliZ

. their ingenuvity to preferve them{elves from

the cold. “This art is well known in Swe-
den ¢ peliffes, cloaks, great ‘codts, and .
beots lined with furs, are of excellent ferw.
vice. The greater part of the houfes are

- of wood-; ‘but, when well confirudted,and

- “fleeves, a_ coloured  fath “and ribbands. -

'~ .'Thofé-who- go to court have their flreves
" of white gauze. i o

o Thereis alfo a particular aniform’ for
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kept in repair, they-are warmer than thofe_

“"built of brick or ftoné : they likewife con. -

trat lefs moiftiire, ' and are not fo apt to.
retain that nourifher 'of cold.  “The feams
‘of “the windows are daubed, over with
pitchior cement, and doubleones are fome .-
times employed:; but thefe”are airended

‘with.a very fenfible inconvenience in win-

‘ter,, by rendering the dpartments too dark, -

* 'T'he ftoves'are. conftrulted in fucha man-

ner ‘asiis moft-fditable’ to'thé country';

“the tabei‘of them are fo- twiffed.as to inake,

e the



