‘82 - Natural Hiftory of Lions:.

at the fame time hurt fome of them. ‘They Providence, which, \\hnlc it h:s fent rucn
krad: concerted matters fo, that ‘fome of  a tyrant as the lion amoang the animal cre«
them thould rather attempt to- pierce him tion, has likewile taught them to difcern
through ‘with their haffagais or fpears, . and dlﬂmgmfh it with :rcmblmg and hor-
while at'the fame inftant the others thould  ror.
endeavour to cling about its legs. "Oné would fuppofe, that the roaring of
"“They looked npon it as a certain fa&t, - thelion would provc ferviceable to the o-
.and-1 have fince htard the fame from o-  ther animals, as being a warning for them
dxcrq, that a lion docs notimmediately kil ro betake themfelves to . flight 1 but as
‘'the perfon ‘he has got under him; unlefs  when he roars, according to all report, he
he is *cited to ‘do fo by-the refitance he  puts his mouth to the ground, fo that the
meets with, At length, howcvcr, itis re-  ‘found is diffufed equallyall over.the place,
ported, the royal tyrant gives the coupde  without, as we have already mentioned,
grace on-the vitim's breatt with-a hideous  its bcing poflible to bearfrom what quar-
roar. -On this occafton 1 muft do my . terit comes, the animals are intimidated
Hottentots the juftice to fay, that lhey did  and fcared to fuch a degree, as to Hy about
not thew the leaft fear; though they con-  backwards and forwards in the dark to
ceived the old and commonly. received no-  every fide; in confequence of which, fome
tion to be abfolutely true, that both lions  of them may eafily chance to run on to
. and tigers wauld attack a flave or a Hut>  the very fpot from whence the tremendous
tentot before they will a colonift ora white  found a&ually proceeds, and which they
man. Confequently Mr. Immelman and  seant moft (o avoid,
J bad nofuch great reafon to bein fear A writer, in other refpedls extremely ra.
for our own perfons, unlefs more than one ~ tional, who flyles himfelf Officier du Roi,
lion'fhould come to attack us, or that we  affests, in his Voyage 2 I'i0c de France,
thould difcharge our pieces too precipi-  &c. p. 63, that in Africa there are found
(tately and. mifs Bim; fer in fuch a cafe, . wholearmics of lions; a fa€t of which, he
the Jien altvays ruflies on the markfman.  fays, hc was informed, by three ;crfons
I anozhcr relped, however, we that lay  of conféquence in the gevernment, whofc
in'the waggon and at a diftance from the  names he mengions. .
fire, were moft liable to receive a vifit (rom This author, as well as his mformc.ra,
<the hons, or at leat to fee our hotfes and and thole, if fuch there be,- who may have
) ﬁxen, ‘which were tied up to the waggon, given any credit to him, may be cafily
feized by them, Otherwife, for the fingu-  made to conceive the palpable abfurdity
- Iam)' of the fpectacic, 1 thould hate been  of the idéa by ¢his fingle conﬁdcruuon.
ad- t5 have, feen,an ateack of this kind, if  that to fupport armies of lions, it would
n: had not '¢6%t me more than'a couplc of " require a greater quantity of quadrupeds
iy oxen. In fuch a cafe, indeed, my ~ and game, as itis called, than is 1o be
. horfes Would: probably firft have fallen a  found not only in Africa, bur in all the
" prey to this rapacious animal, "asitis ge-  world befide¢s. In order to ccnﬁrm this
) nerally fuppofed that the lion gives them  affertion, we ‘may appexl to a Wwitty ob-
Lhcprcfcrcncc. L . fervation made by the Indians, and rc-
. ’Among our oxen .there was ong whith ported by Lafitau, - It is a.very fortu.
at this time, as_well as fince upon.other  nate circumflance, faid they, that the Por-
" fimilar occafions, appeared extremely dif- tugucfe are i few' in number as they aro
quxcted and reftiefs. . Ir bhad, bcﬁdcs. a  cruelin their difpofitions ; juit as it is
I'ngular and iflonifhing habit of making.  with the tigers and lions with refpell (o
- an.inward noife, which cannot he¢ deferi--  the refl of the animal creation, or other-
ibed s and this was the cafe likewife with  wife Lhcrc would foon "be an end of us
P tbe ffonc.hor('c, in his own peculiar way. men.'
. 'This, in. fa&, was fufficient to makeus . With, regard-to the teftimanies of thic
"‘kctp”our(clvcs in readinefs, though it hap.  perfons of cunfcqucncc ‘here., appealed to,
lmncd not to bc abfolutely neceﬂ'ary how. . l1muft beg feave to oblerve, that wic may
1..ever, we ‘quickly got accuflomed toit, and  at any time,, w:thout the -leait hefitation,
- feveral times Jaid cuifelvés down to fleep, _callin queflion any pofition which miti.
- yoid of care,. Jeaving our beafts to figh un-  tates againft common- (enfe. Bétides, in
hcedcd', Tt is, indeed, 2 wonderful cir-  the EaR-1ndics, knov.lcdgc and the ap-
umﬁance, that the brute creation lhould + péarance of tuth are not alivays infepera.
lave: becn taught merely by nature to be  ble from authonty.' 1 myfclf have heard a.
dread of: the lion j for our borfes .and  man. bclongmg to the council at thie Cape,
en were all .from placcs, where I am Crelate 1o, frangers, the moft’, udrculouu ab.
. cettain they, could have no "now[cdge of firditics concerning the country in whmh
his’ drcadful adverfary of thexrs. fo ‘that = he lived, Stories of this’kind oftén origis
' natc from thc farmcrs and. yeomen, . ‘who
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