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 WE WISH YOU A MERRY
CHRISTMAS!

Here cotnes # sweet dear,
Her Pussy caressing,
Te wish us good cheer
And each Christmas Wesving.

“Pis little Miss Matter!
. Not she famed of yore
1n nursery lore.
Who sat en s tutlet
And ate cunds aud whey.
Until a big spider
Came cinwling beeide hee,
And dreve her away.
No. this is & uew ane,
A fleshand-loxidear.
Whe lives with us hete:
A genuine true une,
Whose eyes look right thevoph one,
Unkuowing of fear.
Nhe seared &t 8 spider!
Do you wish to deride her ?
You know acg ourdear,
1 vou say #0 "tis clear:
Shonhd a spader alight on her,
Think vou “twould frighten ber”
Without any fuss,
She would wave her hand—thine
Or blow a pufl-——s
And e it would o

tundy Miwe Mater
Rores s dares butfer.

Vith hamis in her mufl it
cloar she can roagh @
stofwiest weather,
e’s 3 hat on. o bonpet--
Whichie ir? -and on iz
A very ine Yeather:
Equipped fur a walk

hix Keen frsty mornivy,
And urterly seorning
The cold aliopether.
Baz drst she mus? talk
With Pussy s bit,
Ere going, x5 1.
Ro there's plealy of chialter
In passv-eat patt
With maoy a kis
Intedected by Miss:
Her Flgc«h softly purnne,
And susarnug
An answer maost 30
At least she'l aver
TTis well knowsy (o by
As hery is o i?

U Now Pass ! that’rem
OF fordting and nursivg?
My ¢ape vou ape farring

Juwp down frow v ol

Miss Muse

15‘_(95 wal

What dell ot ber,
fylancing shouider,

e
sweet smiling and neiding
Aronwani she's pladding
You dariiness: \i- <<,

T blow you 8 Kiss!

A SHOCKING STORY.

T LN -,

I.

T hear that the *“shoecking story of my con-
Juet” was widely circnlated at the ball, aud
:hat public opinion iamong the ladiesi, inevery
part of the reom, declared | bad disgraced my-
seif,

Buat there was one dissentient voice in this
chorus of general coundemmation. You spoke,
woadam, with all the anthemiy of your wide
velebrity aud your bizh rank. You said :—¢1
am personally a stranger to the youny lady whe
is the subject of remark —1 am ol even ac-
suninted with her name. 1t 1 venture 1o inter-
tere, it is only to remind vou that thers are two
sides 10 every story., Muay | u-¥, in theinterest
of merey, if you have waited to piss segtence on
hier until you have heard what shie Las to say in

- her own defence !

These just and genercus werds prodused (if 1
am correctly informed) & desd silenca. Nt one
«f the women who had condemued me had
eard me in my defrnce.  Not ons of them ven.
iured to answer you.

How 1 may stand in the opinions of such
-araons as these, is & matter of petect inditfer.
eice to me. Not because ! am a woman of ex-
-raordinary fortitude, but becanse | shail soon
e beyond the rearlic of lowluu gosip and
London scandal. My gowi husband bas re.
ceived a foreign appointment which places us in

“zn honorable and independen: position. We

irave Epgland in s few days; and we are not

ifikely to retury to our conntry lor sowe years

12 come. Under these circumnstunces, may 1
speak of my heartfelt gratitude ¢ mny 1 own how
axious I am to stend well in your opinion? [
<inuot contemuplate my appronching departuare,
swithout feeling eager to watisfy you that | am
w0t anworthy of the interest you have taken in
. seing justice done to a atranger. [ shall be w0
sroud of bearing away with me even the most
iifling expression of your sympathy ! Will
vou read my little story, and decide for yourseif
1181 deserve the hard things that have been said

wime? Yy, | amsure you will !

.

Who am }—to begin with?

1 suppose | shall best auswer that question by
4 :scribiug myself as one of the fortunate persons
+:ho &re possessed of advantages of birth. My
{.ther was the second son of an Eaglish noble-
ta3n. My mother was the iineal descandant of

16 of the oldest families in South Germany. -1

~dsst both my parents when | was sixteen years

old; and 1 went to live with my uncle (my
father's younger brothery, who was alse appoint-
ed my guantian uutil 1 came of age.  Hix wile
(my aunt by marriaget brought him a handsame
fortune,  Nhe, too belouge! o the higher rank
of sovciety, o
You will Gind, as 1 go on, that T abstain trom
mentioning any tamily names. The motives
which—if they did not absolutely lead to my
marriage-~did certainly hasten it, ave conureted
with the discovery of an event which must
never be traced to the persons couvcerned in it.
For this reason 1 have marked my narmlive
S private ;" and 1 trust to you uot tolev it be
seon by other eyes than yours. 1f [ mention
my unele by hismilitacy title,Jas ** the General,”
and if | change wy annt’s Christisn name, |
shall keep a seeret which 1 feel bound by the
strongest motives of gratitude and bonor to
respect—and, at the same time, 1 shall place
my pasition before you unreservedly in its true
aspeet. To have done all the sconer with the
troublesowe yuestion of names, | may add that
1 bear my Germian mother's Christian name,
“ Withelmina.,” Al my {riends, in the davs
when | hatd friends, used to shorten this to
t Mina.”  Be my friend so far, and call me |
Mina, too. !
My tronbles begin with—-what do you think
With nothing better and nothiug werse than the
engagement of A new groom. i
This seemus, no doubt, a- very odd way of ap-
pealing to vour interest, at the ontset of my !
story.  Forupately, 1 am writing to & just
womasn, who will suspend her opinion until she 3
knows a little more of me. .
We were in Lowdon for the season. At the !
time | am speaking of, | had lived for five years
unsder the protection of my uncle and aunt.
When 1 think af the good General's fatherly
ktudness to we, 1 despair of writing about it in !
any adequate terms. To own the truth, the
trars get inte my eyes, and [ cannot write at
A1, As {or my relations with Laly Catherine, |
t only do her justice if | say that she performed |
hier duties towarnds me without the slightest pre
teusion, and in the inest chanoing manner. At
past farty vears ofd she was still universally ad- ¢
tmired, though she hal lost the one attraction |
which distinguisied her bafore my tima—the
attraciion of a perfectly beamiful figere.  With
fine hair and expressive eves, she was otherwise
a plain womat, Her utnassuming cleverness
anid her fascinating manners were the qualities
no Anabt which made her popular evervwhere.
We never quarrelled.  Not becasse | was al-
ways amiable, but Iwcause Lady Catherine
would not allow ii.  She managed me as she
managzed ber hustund, with perfect tact,  With
cersain  occasional chesks — exceptions which
oniy proved the rule—she absolutely governed !
the Gieneral, There were eccentricities in his |
character which made hkim a mau eastly ruled by !
a clever woman. Deferring to his opinion, so!
far as appearaness went, toy aunz generally
ro:a;rl’-‘m& to get her own way in the eqd
Except when he was'ar bis club, happy in bis
wossip, his good dinners, and his whist, my ex-:
cellent uoncle lived uwunder a despotism, in the
happy delusion that he wax mastar in his own
house.
Prosperous and pleasan? as it apprars on the
sarface, my life had its sad <ide for a young !
WOAn. ;

i
t

Tu the commonnisce routine of our existence, |
as wealthy people in the upper rauk, there was
nothing to ripen the growth of the better and
deeper  capacities in v natare. Heartily
as [ loved and admired my uncle, he way
neither of an age nor of a character to be the !

the friend of my inmost heart, whotcould show !
me how to make the Lest and the most of my
Ttfe. With friends and adnnrers o plenty, 1.
f:ad found no one who could hold this position
towards me.  In the midst of society | was, un. |
consciously, a lonely woman. My happiest |
moments were those mowments when [ took
refuge in my music and my books.  Oat of the

house, my oue diversion, alwayy welcome, and
always fresh, was tiding. ;
modesty, | may mention that [ had lovers as :
well as admirers ; but not one of themn produced |
an impression ou my heart. In all that related |
to the tender ymssion, an 14 is called, | was an |
undeveloped beiug, The influence that men |
have on women, because they are men, was -
really and truly o oystery to me. ] was
ashamed of my own coldness—1 tried, honestly
tried, to copy other girls ; to frel my heart beat.
ing in the presence of the one chosen wan, as it
did Cﬂrtnin{)' beat, for example, when | wentout i
hunting with the Generul.  But it was uot to!
be done. When a man pressed my haud; I felt:
it in my rings, instead of my heart.

Dan’t sappose | am writing in this way about
myself, out of mete vanity., I am trying to
prepare you for what is to come,. If I can only |
unable you to see some of the defects and weak- :
nesses of my character, wa-clearly as [ can gee
them myselt, you will, I think, feel more indnl.
geotly towards me whes [ make my confession,
And perhaps you will be all the. readier to re-
member that | had neither mother nor sister to
confide in at atime:when | most wanted a word
of advice. .

This said, I havedone with the past, and may
get on to the sirange events which have auso-
ciated themselves with a later time, '

i
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~§ havé mentioned thet we werein London for
j1Le puson. - One morniny, I went ont riding
with my uncle, as usnil, in Hyde Park,

sadd bittesly, 1 will rule no more.”
i his word,

b added, on my side.

, temarked satirically.

" advertisement almady.
P morrow 1y be examined {or the placs,”

. ery again,

{ wan]——"

" al interposed.

: the hint vou have given me,

Without auy false ;

- fow.

The General's service in the army had been in
o cavalty regiment-—service distinguished hy
merita which juatified his rapid rise to the high
vaces bt his profession,  [u the hnnting-fi-ld,
]w was noted as ope of the most daring and most
avcomplished riders in our country; e had al.
ways \L-.lighted tu ritdiug yonug and high.spirit.
ed homes ; and the bhabit renisdued with him
aflter he had quitted the active duties of his pro.
feasion in later life,  From first to last he had
met with no aceidenta worth remembenng,
until the nnlucky morning when he was out with
we.  His hore, a fiery chastnut, ran away with
him, in that part of the Pak.ride calted Rotten
Row. With the purpose of Kecping clear of
other ridery, he apurred his rouaway horse at
the rail whjch divides the How from the grassy
enclasure at its side, The terrified animal
swervet in taKing the leap, and dashed him
agattist'a tree. He was dreadfully shaken and
isjured : but his strong constitution carried him
through to recovery ~with the serious drawbaok
of an inencable lameness n ove leg, The doctors
on taking leave of theie pationt, united in warn.
ing him at his age, and bearing o mind his
weakenad legh to ride no wore restive horses,
A quiet cob, General,”™ they all suggested.
My nasecle was sorely moertifad sand offended.
4 Cam fic for nothing but o quiet cob,” he
He kept
No one ever aaw the General on
harsweback again.

Unider these etrcumstaneces sand my annt being

t .
;w0 horsewoman), | had apparentiv no other

choice than to give up riding also.  But my

. kimdobearted uoele was pot the man to el we

be sacrifieed 10 this dicappointment,  His awn

criding-groom had been one of his sokdier-ser.

vants in the cavalry regiments-—a quaiuat, sour

; :
s tempered oid man, not st all the sort of person

to attond on a young lady taking her riding
exenvise alone.  ** We must find a smart fellow
who can be trusted.” said the fisgeral '
shall inguire at the etgh”

Far a week afterseands, a suceession of grooms,

i recommended by (riends, applied for the vacant

plﬁ&‘e.

The General fonnd insarmocatable objections
to all of them. “I'll tell you what I bavedove,”
he annoanced ene day, with the air ol a man
who had kit on a grand discovery: ** 1 have

cadvertiend in the papers.”

Lady tCatherine looked up from her embroid.

Lery with the placid smile thet was peculiar ta

ber, 41 don’t yuite like advertiving far a ser.
vaut,” she eaid " You are at the merey of a
stranger ; you don't know that you are not en-
gagiog a drunkard or 4 thief”

“Or your may b deceived by a falee charaster,”
¢ I soldom ventured, a2
domestic consultations, on giving my apinion
unisked~—bat the pew growm reptessnted a sube
Jeetin which I felt a strong perwinal iuterest,

. In avertain seuwe, he was to be iy groom.

“ P'm much ebliged 19 you both for wamniug
me thas 1 am 5o easy 1o desive,” the General
“ Unfortunately the mis.
Thres men have answersd wy
I exyect them here to-

chief is done.

Lady Catherine looked up from her rmbroid.
A “ Are you going 1 see them your.
sell T she asked saftly. "1 thonght the sta-

‘I have hitherto considered mysell a better
udge of & greom than my stewar,”

the Gener.
* However dan't be alarmed ¢ 1
won't act on wmy osn sole responsibility, afler
You and Miva

. . shall leved me vour saluable assistance, nnd dis.
i chosen depositary of iy most aecret thoughts, -

cover whether thay are thieves, drunkarnle, and

: what not, before T feel the smallest su«picion of

it myeedf”
i,

We naturally supposad that the General waa
joking. No, Thiy was one of thoss rare: ocea-
aions on which my aunt’s tact--infallible in
nyatters of importance—oroved 1o Lo at fanit in
trifle, My uncle’s sellestrem had  been
touched in a tender placs 5 and he had resolvad
to make us ferbit.  The next morning a polite
Dieskage cAme, Tequesting our presance in the
library, to see the zeooms. My aunt (always
rewdy with her sumle, but rarely tempted into
laughing outright) did for once langh heartily.
1t in really too ridiculous!” ahe asidl.  How.
ever, she pursued her policy of alwayy yielding,
in the it instance.  We went together to the

> library.

The three grovms were received in the ovder
in which they presented themnelves for approval.
Two of them bore the ineflaceable mark of the
public-house wo plainly written on their villain.

! gus.faces, that even | could e it. My unecls

ironically * asked us to favour him with our
opiniona.  Lady Catherine answered with her
sweetest smile 2 ** Pardon me, Genernl-~we are
here to leam,”  The words ‘were' nothing, . but
the maaner in which they were spoken was par-
fect.  Few men could have resisted that gentle
intluence —and tha General was uot one of the
He stroked his monstuche, und returnmed
to his petticoat government. -The two grooms
were dismiased. L '

On the entry of the thinl and last man, we
all three opened oureyes with the sames sensation
of surpriae, :

1f the stranger’s short coat and tight tronsers
had pot proclaimaed his vocation in' life, we
should have taken it for granted that there had
been nome mistake, s that we were favoursd

| with a visit {rom a gentleman anknown.: He

was betwean dark and light in complexion, with

frank clear blue eyes i quiet, modest, intelti.
gent-dooking ; slin in his figure ; eany in his
wovemsnts i reapectful in his manner, bur per.
vetly free from servility.  **1say 1" the G-
eral blurted out, addrossing my aunt confiden.
tially, *“he'lovks ag if he wounld do, doesn’t
he 1 )

Lexpected to see Lady Uatherine's invariable
smile. For ouce, the mmnile seomed to be not
remdy, Ot vesta with you to dectde,” she an.
awered in lower tones than nanal,

** Step forward, iy man,” sid the General.
The groom advanved from the door, bowed, and
stopped at tho foot of the table-—my ancle sit-
ting at the haad, with my aunt and myself au
either side of him. The inevitable queations
begun. )

** What s vour name 1"

** Michael Bloomfield.”

“ Your aga 1™

“ Twonty.nix.”

My sunt's interest in the proceedings seemed
to be slackeniug already. A little woary sigh
esaaped her,  She lraned back rvaigundiy'in hey
chair.

The General went on with hix questions ;.
** What experience have you hal as a groon

1 began learning my waork, sir, befote 1 wax
twelve years old.™

“Yes! yea! | mean, what private fainilios
have you served in 17

*Twa, sir,"”

** How lsug have you been in vour two sit.
uations ™ )

Y Four years in the fimt; and three fu the
secoml, "’

The  General looked agreeably surprised,
¢ Reven years in ouly iwo situations ic a goud
chamster in itself,” he remarked.
your reforrpoes 17

The grooin laid two papers on the table.

““l don’t take written teflorences,” said the
(leneral.

“ e pleased to read my papers, sirn,’ au-
swered the groons.

My uncle looked sharply across the tabis,
The greom sustaiped the losk with respeetind
bz nushsken composare,  The Geueral took
the papers, and scemed to be once more favar.
ably tmpressed as he read thenmn ** Penanal
referencey in each eass i requieed, in sappan
of sirong written recommendations fran bath
his employer,” he informed my annt, “*Copy
the addresses, Mina.,  Very satisfactory, | must
xay. Don't you think so yourvel U7 he tesumed,
turning again to my aunt.

Lady Catherine replied by a courtrous bend of
hier head.,  She looked at the groom abmently,
fike a prreon whose miind war otherwiae prou-
pied.  The General went on with his questions,
They related ta the manngement of horses ; and
they were atswered tw his complete satisfaction,
* Michael Bloomtiald, vou ktiow yoar business,”
he said, *““and you havea gond character. Leave
your address.  When [ have consslted your
teferencys, you shall hear from me’

The groom took out a blank card, and wrote
bis name and address ox it | levked orer my
unele's shoubder when he rveceived the cand,
Another surprise | The handwriting was sim.
p'y irroproachable—the lines runuing perlectiy
straight, and every letter completely formed.
As this Iwrplexing persen made hiy modest bow
and withdrew, the Geareral, »teuzk by nn afyer-
theaght, calied him back {rom the door.

“ One thing mors,” aaid my uncle, ¥ About
friends and followera 1 | cousider it my duty ta
my servanis to allow them to see thelr relations;
but I expeet them to anbmit to certiain condi-
tions in relurn—""

“ 1 beg vonr pardoun, air,” the groom inter-
pemed, ¢ siml} net give you any trouble on
that score, | have no relations,”

““ No brothers or wisters I asked the Grneral.

** Noue, wir."”

¢ Father and mather both dead U

“ 1 Jon't know, sir.”

“ You don't know ! What does that mean I’

1 am telling vou the plain truth, sir. |
must have had s father and mother, of conrs:.

dut | uever heard who they were—and I don't
expwect to hear now,”

he satd those words with a bitter eomposure
which {mpressed me painfully.  lLady Uatherine
was far fromn foeling it as 1 did.  Her lauguid
jnterest.in the engagemont of the groom seamed
to be completely exhansted —and that wax ail.
She rose, in her easy graceful way, and looked
out of window ‘at the courtyard and f{ountain,
the hutise-dog in his kennel, and the stable doors
beyoud. My uncle’s eyes followed her; he
asked if she wero tired. ~ Her back was turned
on him, in the position which she now oectu.
vied. ' She ouly anwwered, **Ne, ™ without
ooking round. :

During. this interval, the groom remained
near the tabls, respectfally waiting for hia Jis-
miwal.  The General apoke to him sharply, for
the first time, 1 could: see that my goad uncle
had noticed the cruel tone of that pawing refer-
ence ta his parents, aud thooght of it as 1 did.

“Une word more, belore you go,” -he said,
11 don't find you more mercifully inelined
towards niy lorses than you seam to ha towards
your father and mother, you won't remain long
1o my service. - You might bave told ma yon
had pever henrd who your parenta were, withont
speaking os if you didn’t care to hear.*’

**May I may a bold word, sir, in my own
dofence I o : .

He put the question very quiatly, but, at the
sama time, 8o tirmly that ba oven surprined my
aunt.. She looked round from the window-—

W ho oare

then tarned back aguin, and stretohed out her
hand towards the gurtain, intending ss L sup-



