THE HAREP:

having from their many leisare and al-
stracted  hours (while tending  their
flocks), a tit opportunity for such a pur-
suit. HHenee, they fivst composed cou-
plets, nest verses, and - these they per-
fected themselves in; and sung, while
following  their  daily - occupations.
Thence came (he Bacchanalian rites,
and their saerifice to their gods of o he
gout, which took their rise, wo nre told,
from Bacchus, who, onc day, while en
tering  bis  vineyard, discovered un
auimal of that species in the act of des
troying a favorite vine, which in his
vage he instantly killed. . In these cere.
monies, the hinds of that day smeared
their faces with the best of wine, and
acted and sung various verses exprossly
s composed for the occasion.

These were the Hirst actors aud song.
smiths, (to use a new-coined expres.
sion), and their successors have done
honor and credit {o the invention,

* Lsehylus and Thespiz taught the nge

What yood, what profit, did commend
the stage”

SoMETIING NEw Asour “Pananige
Losr,” ANp Irs Avruor.—Milton pos-
sessed a fine figure; and; when a young
man, was extremely handsome.  In one
of his wanderings when in Italy, being
of avery pensive cast, he sat himself
down under a tree, and commenced
reading, but soon fell asleep. During
his stumbers two females, who were ob-
served ata distance by two of his com-
panions, stopped on coming near to
him;. and one of them.wrote on a slip
of puper the following lines, which she
laid-on his breast, and with her compan.
ion immediately disappeared :—

¥ Oeehi, Stelle mortall,

Miuistri de mici mali

Se chingi m’uccedite,

Appertt che farete 77
which may be translated — Beautiful
eyes, mortal stars, authors ol my mis.
fortunes ! if you wound me heing closed,
what would ye do if open 2 Tt is said,
that Milton was so sensitive on the sub-
Ject, that he voumed over half of Europe
in search of  the fair charmer, hut in
vain; hence the inducement to write
that sublime poem, and from., the cir
~cumstances that' had occurred to him,
entitled- it « Paradise  Lost.,” Il the
above be rather fanciful than sugges-
tive; good authority. asserts; -that the

precious Jiftle document is still in exis
tence, but its-present wherenbouts is a
nmystery.

T Prirst Bouk—DPricr or Fannr
Boois, &e.~According to chronologists,
the First Bool is supposed o have beon
written in Job's time, A very large
estite wits given for one hook on Cos-
mography, by King Alfred.  Books
were sold from 330 to 8130 cach in
1400.  The first printed boole was the
vulgate edition of the Bible, in 1462 ; the
second was Cieero de Ofticus, in 14665
Cornelius Nepos, published al Moscow,
was the first clasicn] bool priuted in
Russia, Apeil 29, 1762, ln the year
1471, when Louis X1, borrowed the
works of Rasis, the Avabian physician,
from the Faadty of Medicine, in Puris,
he not only deposited in pledge, a guan-
tity of' plate, but was obliged to give
surety of a nobleman for their restor-
ation.  When- any person made a pre-
sent of w book to o chureh, & monastery,
the only librries during several nges,
iv was decmed a donation of such value,
that he oftered it at the altar, pro reme-
di animee swey a5 gift (o God for the
forgivencss of sins. ‘

FOR THE YOUNG FOLKS.

HEAVEN BY LITTLES.

Heaven is not reached by a single bound ;
But we build the Jadder by which we.rise
I'rom the lowly carth to the vaulted rlies,

Amlwe mounttoits summit round Ly round.

I count these things to be grandly truel
m vl 2
That o noble deed is a atep toward God—
Lifting thie sonl, fromn ¢he common sod,
Ta a purer air and a broader view.

We rise by the things thatare under our feet;

By whut we have mastered of greed and
aain,

By the pride deposed, and the passion
slain,

And the vanquished ill that we hourly meet.

CITADRILR 41T,
DESCRIPTION OF THE EXPERIMENT T0
WEIGH 11 E BEARTH.

Cavexnpisit, an Fnglish physicist, made

he first suceessful attempt to determine

the attractive power. oflarge  bodies.
Iis first care was, Lo render the attrac-
tion of the curthan inefficient element in:



