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NEW YBEAR'S HYMN.

By Horaries Boxaw, D. D.

One year is gone; another (:0mc~. instead ;
Plus onr span life on =ilent pinions flics.

Thaou, onr Gu, dost regulate their conrse,
One ruler of time's awiul destinies.

Our nation, loaded with Thy gifis, give
Draise;
Thee with one accord,
IPLYE,
That Thou for us would’st stil! unchanged
preserve
The solemn faith and worship'of old days

Our citizens look up to Thee for food,
And plo.ul with Thee that from thelr native
sha

All sl(.lmc-s Thou would’st drive away, .'md
"l\'

our country

L:\rgc blessings of 'sure peace for evermore.

They ask Thee graciously to pardon sin,
Restoring w hat their guilt had reft away 4
And after “‘ll(,\'f)lh war. with T hy rght h.md

To give “he healthtul palm of victor Y.

Hating the sing and stains of this vile life,
OQur hearts, O God, we conseerate to Thee.

Give happy years; and T hy paternal h"nt
Upon us resting may we ever see.

Whiledays run on, and rolling yearsreturn,
And in fixed conrse the 'wos Thee obey,
Tao Thee, the Tribune God, Tarths bO\'(.l(.l"l\
[} unl,
Let the wide world in song the homage pay.

NEW YEARS DAY,
I~ Qx,n}:.\v AND Mopsry Tives.

A cusroy, now nearly obsolele, of
making p'esenls upon  this day was
practised by the Druids, who distrib-
uled branches ofthe sacred mistictoe,
cut, \\th p(.cuhu- cerenmonies, as New
Year’s gifts among the peoplc Nonius
Mareellus refers Lhe origin of L]llb prae-

tice among the Romans to Titus Tatius,
King of the Sabines, who, having con-
sidered as o good omen a present of
some branches cub in o wood conso-
erated to Streniy, the goddessof'strength,
which he received on the first- day. of
the new year, authorvized the custom
afterwards, and gave lheso gifts the
name of Strenice, 747 B. <. “Phe bo-
stow 1n~fo( pr esenls wis nmd(,b) some of
the Emperors an -important source of
DLI\OII al revenue, until Clandius pro-
hibited demanding presents except on
New Yeur's Day.

The Saxons continued ‘celebrating
this day witli more than ordinary feast-
ing and joviality and pre=enting gifts to
‘ench other, éven during the middle ages :
and Il.emy [T, s said to have extorted
New " Yeur's gifts from his subjects.
When it was fashionable to give gloves
as presents, Sir Thomus Mare, then
Lord Chaneellor, decided a éasein favor
of alady, who sent him n New Yeur's

present of a pair of gloves,. with forty
goluen angels in them.  1le returned
the gold with this note: Mistress,
since it were against n‘nml manners to
refuse your \c\\' Yeur's gift, [ am con-
tent to take your gloves; hnL as for
the linimg, | utterly rclnw it

In - the Leginning of the sixicenth
entury pinsavere lnmlnl\tlnt-: uxe, und
proved very aceept: able (o ludics ;- heneo
the money given for the ])Ill(‘hl ¢ of
them was ealled @ ¢ pin-money,” and was
usually given by o husband (o his wifo
on the first of January, The custom of
presenting” New Your's gifts to tho
Sovercign -of Bngland may be traced
hack to llu,hmc of Henry.N1. " During
the reign of Queen Elizabeth the cuatom




