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REST TOR THE WEAR™,

Como unto me all yo that Yabor and are heavy laden
and I will give yon re<t.  ‘I'nke my yoke upon you and
learn of mo, for Tam meek and lowly in heart, aud ye
shall find rest unto yowr roul.  Ilor my yoke is eacy and
my burden is light. Mat. 11:28, 29, 30,

Two facts are sufficient to show the im-
portance of this rest. 1st. Itis the Son of
the living God who urges the weary to accept
of it. 2ad. Tt can only be found in him.
Como unto me, cte. Kither of these parts

claims most attentive consideration, the tso-

combined makes inattention wapardenable
criminality. No word can describe his guilt
who turns away from him who speaketh
from heaven.

Let us notice :

I. Who are the persons Jesus calls to him
for rest.

II.  On what terms does he promise that
rest, :

I. .Who are the persons Jesus calls to him
for rest. Itisall that labor and are heavy
laden. It has often Leen described as persons
under deep conviction for sins, who have
been thus convicted by the law of Moses and
who are striving and laboring and praying
for an assurance of (tod’s pardoning love but
not finding peace to their souls. It has been
taught that Jesus invites such and only such
to come to him for rest. If such was Jesus’
meaning how many would he find in his day
thus convicted ? How many in every age
. and in every place ar¢ thus convicted of sin
and thus laboring for rest? But Jesus in-
vites all and sends his gospel to every
creature,

Again, what gives us a deep conviction of
gin but the gospel of Christ, whose first fact
is “That Christ died for our stns,” ete.
The same fuct which describes our deep guilt,
declares the wonderful love of Christ 1n dying
for that yuilt. The law of Moses could never
80 convince us of our sins as the amiable Son
of God dying for them, and for this reason
the gospel is Christ's first message to be
preached to sinners. The apostles were never
sent to preach the law of Moses, first or Jast,
but to preach the gospel of Christ which is
the power of God unto salvation to every one
that believeth, and by it the Holy Spirit con-
vinces the world of sin as well as of righte-
ousness. Those who labored and were heavy
ladened were not those who were under con-
viction of sin, but thuse who were secking to
satisfy their minds® craving with the perish-
able things of earth, spending their money
for that which w.as not bread, and their labor
for thal which sutisfieth not. All that class
of disappointed Iaborers Jesus invites to him
and promises them rest to their souls,  Their
ever expanding minds le is able to fill and
delights to satisfy forever, and with the
throbbings of cternal love says ¢ Come
unte me,” etc.

'If he preased, but he did better.

11, On what terms does Jesus promise that
rest ?

Ist. Ile commands the weary to come
unto him. Mauy are not satisfied with the
wemy doing anything, and contend that
Jesns must do it all so asto have all tho
glory. The whole history of Jesus refutes
und exposes this error, so does that of his
apostles. Jesvs commanded the man with
the withered hand, first, to stand forth, and
he did so, Then he told him to stretch
forth his hand ; he did so and was healed:
e could heal him without the man moving
It was far
better for the man to hear and 'elicve and
obey Jesug, and show others his trust in tho
Divine Ilealer, than if no command was
given, It was more glory to Jesus to treat
the man as an intelligent, responsible being,
destined to hold an ecternal companionship
with himself, than to treat him as an irra-
tional animal, or a mere machine. So, also,
he commanded the blind man to wash in the
pool, who gladly obeyed him, and was made
whole. And so Jesus commands the heavy
laden to come unto him and find rest. Both
the disabled and the blind man knew that
neither the stretching out the hand nor the
washing had in them a mevit. All merit
was in Christ, but they were glad to obey
him and give him all the glory. The weary
and heavy laden, when they put all their
trust in Jesus, are glad to du whatever he
may tell them to do, knowing that all merit
is in him alone.

No command can b2 so sweet as that of
Jesus to sinful, disappointed wanderers,
“Come unto me,” etc. You are unhappy
because you are from home and among
deadly enemies. My Father sent me to die
for you that he might honorably pardon you
and bring you back to his favor. Come unto
me that you may have his favor and rest at
home. When sinners understand that sweet
command and gladly resolve to turn from
their sins to Jesus, they are glad, glad that
he died for their sins and offers to save them,
He that comes to God, or to the Son of God,
must believe that he is and is, a rewarder of
them that diligently seek him.

20d. Jesus’ second command here is:
“ Tuke my yoke upon you,” etc. Jesus has
u yoke by which those who believe in him
with all their heart and resolve to forsake
their sins are united to Christ.  Many are in
the dark as to the meaning of Christ's yoke,
and we often hear of a number of yokes,
such as the yoke of repentance, of sclf-denial
and the yoke of prayer, ete., ete. Now the
joke of Christ means one thing, and not
many. The Jows knew the meaning of a
yoke. A literal yoke was an instrament that
joined together two oxer for training and
work. They also had figurative yokes, such
as Moses’ yoke or the yoke of bondage, which
was circumision, which neither they nor
their fathers were able tu bear, (Acts xv. 10,
Gal, v. 1.) ‘They as an nation were under
the Roman yoke or government.

When Christ spoke of his yoke he meant

one thing and not a dozen. 1o meant an
instrument or institution by which thoso
who came to him were lugally united to him
or put him on. What was the first thing
which those who came to Christ did ? They
were baptized by Jesus' command. The
Pharisees had heard that Jesus made and
baptized more disciplos than John, ete.
John’s disciples said to him of the Christ,
““The same baptizeth and all men come to
him.” But to put this matter beyond dispute
we will placo in one column from the record
of the same Tvangelist wha* Jesu3 toid his
apostles to teach the peoplo, and in an op-
posit. one what ho told the scholars or people
to do. (R. V)

To the Teachers, Matt, 28, To tlie Scholars, Matt, 11

1 Goyetherefore and make | Como unto wme all ye that
diseiples of alt the natfons, 1 lnbur and are heavy.laden and

2, Baptizing them unto the | I will give you rest.
name of tho Father. and of
the Son, and of the IHoly '
Ghost.

3. Teachlng them tooliserve
all things whatsoever 1 com-
manded you.

4, And 1o T am with you
alway oven unto the end of
the world. '

Take my yoke upon you,

And learn of mo.

For 1 am meek and lowly
in heart, and ye shall find
rest unto your souls. For
:l"o}x’) )l';)ll(ieg ;:;t‘casy and my bur-

By thus comparing what Jesus told his
teachers with what he said to the scholars,
the way for the weary and heavy laden to
come to him and find rest to their souls seems
as plain as it could be made. To further
confirm this we can read what the teachers
did say to them and what they did do who
came to Jesus and found rest, '

They taught the nationgs who Jesus was
and what he had done and suffered to put
awsy sin, that these sufferings weore for their
sins. How God had accepted of his death
for them, and was now reconciling the world
unto himself in Christ. not imputing unto
them their sins. ‘Told his terms of salvation.
Those of the nations who believed in Christ,
and made np their minds to turn from their
ging and become his disciples, they baptized
into the name of the glorious three.

After they had thus taken the yoke they
taught them all things which Jesus had com-
manded them.

These commandments we find in his ser-
mon on the mount, his conversation with
the disciples after Judas had gone out to
betray him and interspersed throughout his
whole history. To show the beauty and
blessedness of his commandments he sat the
example in all that he enjoined on his
disciples.

We find the apostles teaching Jesus’ com-
mandments in their letters to the churches,
Theso commandments are not grievous, they
are all givon to benefit the disciples as well
to glorify the Master,

Jesus makesa distinction between his yoke
and his burden, Ile says my yoke is easy,
and my burden is light. TIlis yoke is his
own positive institution in which the believer
puts him on aund is initiated into the name
of the TFather and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit. That yoke is plainly understood
it. is easily put on, and on this very account
has been reproached and rejected. Yot when
John hesitated to baptize Jesus he said,
s Suffer it to be 8o now for thus it becometh:



