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But sanctify the Lord “iod in your hearts and be ready
always to give an auswer to esery man that asketh you
a reason of the hupe that Is In you, with meckness and
{ear.

Questivi—As baptisimn is now so much in
dispute, 1 would like to ask more abuut it.
Will it do & wan any goud to bu Laptized with-
out a previous change of heart?

Answer,--Certainly not.  Unless the Holy
Spirit so change the heart of a man that Ie
bates his sin and resslves, with the Lord’s help,
to forsnke them, haptism will do him no good,
indeed it would be a mockery, It isa heartfoit
belief in the death of Jesus for our sing that
kills in us the love of sin aud leads to repent-
wace, and no one 13 commanded to be baptized
unti! he sincerely believes and repents,

Q.-—DBut is & mau not saved by faith alone as
soon as Le believes and repents?

A,—A mau is vot saved by faith alone when
he believes and repents, but he has repentance
a8 well as taith,

Q.-~That may be. DBut some teach that us
80on as a man believes be i3 saved aund should
then be baptize:l because he 7s saved.

A.—This is not the teaching of Christ. In
His last commission Ho bus mentioned belief,
baptism and salvation, and has left each in its
proper place, not to be removed with impanity,
All the veasoning of earth will not make the
commission read, * He that betieveth shall be
saved, and then be fit for baptism.” Christian
baptism is a burial and resurvection. We bury
dead persons, Sowetimes, through sad mistake,
A man ina fic is baried, but it is always undor-
stood that persous are dead befuie they are
buried.  We may, through miistake, bury a
man in water before he dies to sin, but such a
onc is not buiied with Christ, nor does be rige
to walk in newness of life. Nor does the sccip-
ture speak of the burial of living Christians.
Baptism ig the burial of a man in whom belief
in Christ has killed the love of sin and led to
repentanco. The grave always divides states.
Saul was in a state of rebellion until Jesus met
him in the wuy and killed him to sin, From
that hour he was changed, so that hie hated sin
and loved the Saviour, He died to sin, and
Jjnst as soon as Ananias told hun what it was
appointed for him to do, he was buried with
Christ in buptism and rose to walk in newness
of lite. To show the wniformity of Christ’s
plan of salvation Punl wrote to the biethren in
Rome, reminding them of their death to sin,
burial with Christ in baptism and rising to
walk in newness of life. (Rom. vi. 4, 5, etc.)
Hae also calls the attention of the Colossians to
the eame facte. (Col, ii. 12).

Paul, and the saved in Rome, in Corinth,
Culosse, and all New Testament saints, came to
God by Christ in the way He announced in the
commission, They knew that they were oboy-
ing their Saviour and walking in His footsteps.
Thig Jesus calls the narrow way which leadeth
unto life, How blessed to be permitted in onr
day to walk in His steps, to cojoy what fle has
promised, and to “look unto Jesus, the author
and nisher of our faith,” It is only through
Hin we can overcome the world, the flesh and
the devil and gain eternal life, But He is
faithful- who hath promised. 'The same One
who has forgiven all past trespasses is able to
savo them to the uttermost who come unto God
by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make inter-
cession for thewm., In His strength and on Hig
faithful promise our hope of eternal life rests,
The joy we receive in obeying His command-
ments, callod ¢ the earnest of His Svirit in onr

mises,

. r . . .
’/wul‘lo," coulitms His great and pnuecious pro- | Chrisuan bslioves it,  Who would claim to be
Cur daily infirmities and many shott | religiously called a Nazaveno? All know that

comings are kuown to our merciful High Piiest, | it is sinful and a term of reproach, but Christian

aud through His suaits wnd inteicession we
Liope fur ¢ {ull aud cloisal sulvation, and wish
all to examin - our reasons for it,

. —I would like to ask about the churcis of
which yon are a member. I uaderstand you
call it *“ the church of Clhrist” and its embers
Disciples of Christ, or Cheistiung,  Is this 801

Ad.—Jesus called the saved * My disciples,”
and che churel “ Ay church,” and as He is
Y.ord of all we cannot object to the name He
gives both to the church and its members,

@.—DBut as others cluim to be Christiuns as
well s you, uud their chuichos to be churches
of Cliist, is it wodest and Christhke in you 1o
deny their claim and annouuce yourselves as the
only Christians, and your chuwich as the only
church of Chuist?

A, This is not a question botween ourselves
and others, but between Christ and uvs. Two
questions come up which we must in any event
answer in the afivmative: 1st, Did Christ give
the saved a righy and proper name? 2ad, Are
we satisfied to0 be known by that name? We
are sutistied with che name and weanr it because
it is right, and not to condewn others, We
wish others to wear it, too. They claim to be
disciples of Christ, and hence acknowledge the
rectitnde of the name. If they are not satisfied
with it, and wish to have another nanie besides,
that is no affuir of ours, and our motives should
not be condemned unless it can be proved wrong
to hold the name Christ has given His followers,
We see much in others to admire and imitate,
and rejoice to think they ave doing much good
in the world, but bolding unscriptural names we
can neither ndmnire nor imitate, but regard it as
dishonoring Christ and dividing His people,
Many are anxiously praying for the union of
those who love the Lord; and as there is no
other name under heaven given amoog men
whereby we must be saved, many see that there
is no other name on which the saved can agree
to unite,

Q.—Baut the Saviour did not call His people
disciples,

4,—Assoon agit was understood that Christ,
by Ilis cross, had broken down the middle wall
of partition betereen Jows and Gentiles, destroy-
ing in His flesh the enmity to make in Himself
of twain one new man, so making peace, the
gospel was preached among the Gentiles, and
multitudes of both Jews and Uentiles were
gathered into the church, and the disciples were
called Christians first in Aatioch.

Q.—DBut many allege that this was a name
given thew by their enemies as a term of re-
proach,

A.—Christ (anointed) was not a name of
reproach, but held in high respect by the
Jews, who bitterly denied that Jesus was the
Chbrist. How absurd to suppose that those who
determinedly refused to csll Jesas ¢ the Christ”
would call His disciples Christians, They called
them Nazarenes in veproach, becauss they called
their Lord u Nazavene, Bat it was those who
belioved that Jesus was the Chvist that called
ELis disciples Christians,

Acts xi. 26 tells us what Saul and Barnabas
did in Autioeh, but there is not a word in it or
the context about any enemy. 1st, They
assembled themselves with the church a whole
year. 2nd, They taught wuch people. A third
thing is mentioned and conpled with the other
two- the disciples were called Christians first
in Antioch. The third thing is aftorwards
acknowledged to be right by the apostle and
New Testament Christians, for they bore that
name, suflfered for it as the worthy nawme by
which they were called, and yot men ia the face
of all will, without one particle of proof, assert
that the calling of disciples Christians at Antioch
wag a wicked act by their enewies, the name
given as a reproach on ther and their Saviour,
It i evident that no one who.claims .

is nut sinful ot repronchful, but vhe bride called
by the husband’s name. Many lewrned men
contend that u critical rendering of Acts xi. 26
would toll us that Paul and Barnabas called the
disciples Christians first in Antioch, aud this
sooms to ancenrd with New Testament tocching,

Thomass Scott, that eminent commentator,
says of the pastage: ** It cume to pass that they
(Paul aud Barnabas) called the disciples Chris-
tiwns, This is indisputably the natwial con-
struction of the verse; but the word implies
that this wus done by divine revelation, for it
has generally this sigmfication in the New'
Testament, and is rendered ¢ warned from f}od,
or ‘warned of Goud,’ even when there is no
word for Gup in the Greek.”

We wish humbly and earnestly and prayer-
fully to contend for Christ's salvation, His
Spirit, His word, His church and His name,
and to show by our deportment that He is
everything to us.

We purpose to consider in our next the creed
of the church of Christ.

Original Gontributions.

“ WASPS.”

Bro. H. M., whousu articlea in TR CHRISTIAN
are always augyestive or instructive, or both, gives
us in the Fubruary number an item under the
heading ** Wasps,” in which he tells us that having
learned a valuable losson in early youth from his
experience with a nost of wasps, out of which he
came neither comfortablo nor victorious, having
¢ got a fearful wasping,” he came to a decision to
“ nover troubls man, bsast, bird, or insect, that
had more sting than honey.”

I thought the docision was a very wise ore, and,
as a mauter of sulf-preservation, the only wiss one;
and those who have not learnad by a like oxperi-
ence, will doubtless feal grateful to Bro. H. M.
for giving them such a useful lesson without $heir
laving to pay as dearly for it as he had to pay.

There are few, 1 presume, who, having done
battle with vne nost of wasps, would have any
desire to encourter another; few, who having
warmed one serpent into life, would venture on
warming another into life; or, having warmed a
serpeut into life, and mesing what is returued,
whare gratitude is due, would care to disturb the
repose of that serpent again, did he find it in the
sawse helpless cundition. A prudeut man forseoth
the evil and hideth himself, but the simple pass on
and are punished. Prov. xxii. 3.

Some one has said: ** Sulf-preservation is the
first law of nature.” This being true, then, itisa
quality common to all and implanted by the hand
of wisdom. Tho wise, therefure, in the hour of
danger will hide or dofend, and so preserve them-
selves,

Another thought, however, was flualed to the
surface by the above meutioned item. It is this:
Sappose Gud, when He looked duwn from His
high and holy habitation, and saw mankiud in sin,
rebellion and cruelty-—-vory much ¢ ating” and
very little * honey"—had decided to leave the race
aseverely alone until it would show more honey and
less sting, what would be the condition of the
inhabitants of Christendom to-day? The sating
would have remained, the habitations of cruelty
would yot be found among our now favored people,
and quivering hearts of humsn sacrifices would be
presented- on heathen altars, where now songs of
praise and thankegiving are raised to Him who, by
His holy angels and the Son of His love, has pro-
claimed : ¢ Peace on earth and good-will to men.”

When the Omniscient One looked down and .saw
wahatll
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