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When the Missioaary Presbytery of East-

orn Onnadn was formed it wasuaturally to
bo expeoted that Mr. H. would becomo a
pembor of it.  He had beon in the habit
of mooting with the brethren for mutunl
gonnsel and followship, but had not been
formally conuected with any Presbytery
since ho left Bogland. Whon, therefore,
Mesars, Konnedy and Lowdon cent their ap-
plioation, in 1842, totho Synod in Scotland,
for anthority to form themgelves into n
Presbytory, Mr. Honderson sent a lotier
aslang tho Synod if they would allow him
to bucome & member of that Preshytory,
with the condition that ho should ba ai
lowed to retsin Lis apuunl geant from
Goverament. When the matber of the
Presbylery eawme before the Synod it *re-
mitted this onte So tho Foreign Mission
Oomuittee, with instructions that Mr, Hen.
derson shonld not be received into thus
churoh on the ocondition spositied,”
(Vide, United Beceasion Mag., 1842,
pege 819.) The Presbylery accordingly
was formed in the following year,
but he was excluded, His oause had
been advocated by his old friends,
Drs. Brown und Balmer, for ardent
voluataries though they were, they did
not wish to deprive those ministers of their
salaries, who had bona fide entered into pos-
sossion of them.
Mr, H. sent a memorial to the vommitiee
in which he stated, in his own olear and
foroible manner, the circumetances con-
neoted with his coming to COanada, and
that as the recipient of a Govermment
graut, with the {ull conourronce of the By-
nod, and with permission also to have a
Presbytory formed, of which, of course, be
was to be a member, and of whioh Mr.
Bell, puother * stipendiary of the Govern-
ment,” was also to be & member. Dr.
‘Hetigh, of Glasgow, on reading it said that
it was * a strong oase,” but he had, appar-
watly, objections etill stronger, and so no
sttempt was made to have the injustice reo-
tiied. They offered, indeed, to guurantee
him £100 o year, if he would give up his
salary from the military chest, and trust to
the voluntary liberality of the people; but
spart from the oironmstance that that
anmount was what he had been promised
“in addition to what tho wsetilers might
give him,” hehad no hope of their making
up any considerable proportion of it, and
ke did not wish $o be & burden on the mis.
sion fund. Therefore he daclined the som-
mifies’s proposal.

* The volantary principle was thus made,
in bis case, & term of ministerial comamun-
ion, althongh it never formed a parl of the
oonstitution of the Ohurch, And he was,
in effect, put out of the Church, for being
in & position in which that same chureh, or
a branch of it, had assisted to place him.
He saw, of courso, the difficulties which
beset the Synod, in the mattor, on assount
of the voluntary controversy, and execused
them. But yet he folt his exclusion keon-
ly; and the more, that he had been always
proud of his church, and bad maintained
her houor and her interests in this coun-
iry, at the expenso both of labor and
of obloquy. He was, indeed, tho princi-
pal moans of having the Secession Church
recognized by the Government of Oanada,
and the claim of her munisters acknow-
ledged to perform aud to register official
aoty, involving civil rights. By a decision
of the Court of Appeals, all ministers in
Liower Canada, excopt those of the Church
of Rome, and tho establisked churches of
England and Scotland, were cut off from the
right of Liaving legal ragisters of baptism,
marriage and burial, and were thus, in
effect, legally dobarred from officiating in
tlieso mattors. Mr. Hondercod exerted
himazelf, by petition aud otherwige, to have
this iniquitous stato of thirgs remediod;
and when a Bill was before the Liegislature
for this purposs, he sent up a momorirl fo
Parliament, in Desomber, 1881, giviug an
historioal ascount of the Sececsion Churoh,
in regard to whish xelinble information was
dosiderated,

Mr, Henderson did not regret the cource
ﬁ!}leh ho took; but yet he alterwards
owned that it was questionable whether it
was the best for the interests of the people,
or of his sncoessor. For forly yesrs and
mote they enjoyed the Gospel almost with-
ouj sharge to themaelves, and thereby ‘lost
s peivilege of exerling themslves fof the
sappert of Ohrfits shawed, a5id the blestny
wiiieh Rows froi falthfuinées In the dis-
oharge of this Ohristina duty; and when,
&1 at ones, the burden was laid upon them

of eupporting thely minister outiraly, #ome,
faint-hearted, were ready to shiink from
it. The grenter part, towevor, efood for-
ward maafully, ard by beariog, beoame
stropgor to bear (for to him that hath
ghall he given) § they found A now pleasurs
in now duties and new relations, and wers
ready to sclvowlodgo that Christ’s way
was the best, And it speaks volumes for
the religicns eulture t1 which they had at
tained, aud ior the faithful sexvant of God
*hrough whose laborn they had grown so
muoh in othor Ohristisn virtues th at when
callad upon suddenty to give proof of lib-
evahty, thoy were able to abound in this
graco alec.

But we aro anticipating. Thia siato of
thiugs did not exist till the year 1860, when
Mr. H. beoame, through weakness of right
and failing strength, incapable of carrying
on the worle of the congregation. With the
viow of obtaining a colleague, he sent & me-
morial to the Montreal Prosbytery of the
Usited Prosbyterian Churoh, requesting to
bo rocvived as & member of the Presbytery,
‘Phoy unanimously egroed to ask leave of
the Synod to receive bim, The mat-
ter, howevor, never ocame boforo the
Synod, for before it met, tho oongrega.
tion had obtained supply of preachers
from the Free Church Presbytery, through
Mr. (now Dr.) Kemp, to whose talenis,
tact and unwearied aclivity, tho churoh
owed so much in thoro days, at least in
this section of it; aud with the view of
oalllng one of those, the:” had applied to be
rocelved into that Presbytory. Wo believe
indeed that on account of tho experience
of 1842, and perbaps from the apprehen:
pion of a possible ropetition of it, it seemed
botter, both to the < ugregation and to
pome of the brethr. - in Montreal, that
Mr. H. and his poc, 'a should conneot
themsolves ratber wi. tho Free Church
than the United Prasbyte. an, esp2cially av
union of the two bodies was to take place
80 goon, viz., June, 1861.

The seitloment expected was no} accom-
plished, through an unhappy ciroumstance.
Bnt in the same week that it should have
taken place the present writer, having just
arrived in Oanada, was sent {o proaoh at
St. Andrew's, and, ag he also, slthough
belonging to the Unfled Prosbyterian
Churoh, had 'no difficulty in anticipating
the union by a fow monthe, he was, in the
fall of 1860, settled as assistant and suo.
coseor to My, Honderson, who thenoceforth
laft the whole work and management to
his colleague.

He had thus beon actively engaged in the
work of the miniatry for exaotly fifly years ;
and hie had been noidlex in the vineyard.
Of the various depariments of pastoral
duty, he regarded the work of the pulpit as
the most important; and to it he directed
his whole strength, Many volumes re-
main, in his close neat haud-writtng, large-
ly mixed with short-hand, out of which
much might be selected that would instruot
and edify the Ohareh. His sormons, which
wore very curofully composed, were logieal,
comprehensive, going exbaustively into
the subjeet, ospecially if it wero a dootirin.
al one, and eminently soriptural ; and they
had in the delivery, much of that ¢ unc.
tion " so necessary to any spiritual effoot.
In his oarly ministry his habit was to write
hig forenoon leoture on Moaday and Tues-
day, his sermon on Wednesday and Thures-
day, and to commit them tv memory,
verbatim, on Iriday and Saturday. In
this conntry Lo emanocipated hiwaolf from
the bondage of ** raandation,” and nsad bis
manusoript freely in the pulplt, Ho visit.
ed his pooplo at their owa houses onco o
yoar, going o good doal on foot, for unliko
the most of Canadisn ministeis, he nover

kept & borse here, nor over, we beliove,
either rode or ovin drove onein Canads,
though Lo once owned & pony m the old
country. In his visiting he dealt very
faitbfally witu tho people, exhorting and
rebukiug, where ho saw eawse, as ono
that watchod for iheir sonle; and wehsva
otton adwmired his fidelity mingled with
sympatby and touderness, in his minietra-
tions to the sick and the dying.

Tiue old Seoteh plav of public eatechis-
jng of the congregation be onos tried in
Oarliels ; but found it did not fourish in
that souchern letitude, fur only his wife
and his gexvant girl presentod themsolves
for examination. IXo never attonipted it
in tLis conntry. If ho had, the reaunlt
would have bewn equally diecournping as
to uttendance, and moro so as to the pro
fielenoy of tho cateshnmens, if we may
judge by onmo specimen. He uced to tell
of & man who came to ask bapiism for
his ohild. Mr. H. bogan to question him
about the ordinance, but, not findlng much
intolligence, stked “What is & Sacra.
ment 2" He received for anawer, * A Sa-
crament is » saving grace whereby the
souls of beliovers do rest in their graves
$11 the-resurrection.” Confounded with
shis answer, ho then put the simiple quev.
tion, * How in it that weare to he saved ?"
to whioh the man guvoly raplied, * By
taking the name of the Lord in vaim3"
and not as a profane jest, bud in
sheor hmeolio stupidity., This certsinly, it
muast be said, wan neta fair specimen,

NEWMARKET CONGRIEGATION.

Mg, Burror,~During my threeo yoars
labour in this place I have #ald nothing of
the progress we have been making, I
supposu » point of dclicacy has been tha
wasoh, cowsadniog my relation fo the
osngo itzeli.  Thig, bowever, I iay amdo for
the prosont, and wish to do the people jus-
tico who have so willingly seconded overy
cffort 1 have made to osiabli-L sud build
up the cause of Chnst. And i order to
givo & definite iden of what Lns kown done,
and bow we have come lo our prenent poui-
tion, I wiil go back to the bagiuning of my
three years work in this place. When I
oame hero, Rev. Mr. Bruce wan labouring
botween this placo and Auvors, having
suecoeded in Luilding & ch -reh in thelatior
place, and Lad the fouudation of ono lad
in Nowmarket. Whon I began we divided
the labour as well ag wo could, ho takirg
Aurora and I taking Newmarket, whore T
have laboured ever since. Now of the
work that he did in both places, before 1
camo, L ey nothing, for that work spsaks
for itself, and will I hops be even more
fruitful in the future than it has been in the
past, My object then in giving the follow-
ingstatementis threefold,—yfirst : togive the
worthy peopla up hers oredit for what they
have dono; sccond: to encourago wesk
congregations to struggle on; and thurd:
to induoce probationers to take hold of a.
wesk oauge and work it up almost if not
,altogother, to the self-sustaining point.

'Woll, whon I came hore we-had only six
members, and thero was not muoh done to
awell this list during the first half of the
fivat year, for we wero {rying hord to build
a churoh. Wo had no church of our own
then, only & borrowed one, vory small and
uncomf{ortable at that, and yot a few ean
look back with satiefaction even on the
days of small things. By a good deal of
planning and unflinching perseveranco, we
managed o build a good brick church, and
have occupled it for the last two years.
It was thought by many to be a wild
soheme whin it was firat mentioned, ard
some thought we would never be able to
finish it. But the work was God's and it
did prosper. When we had our firat Sac-
rament, after taking possession of our pre.
genk building, we had an addition of twenty-
eight members; and now our xoll of six
members at first, has swelled up, until we
have more than s handred, as well as an
active and energetio congregation. Surely
tithe Tiord hath done great things for us,”
and more than rewarded our feeble en-
deavours. With regard to muney matiers
1 am unwilling to speak, at least so far as
galary is concerned. But of the moneys
colleoted for the building fund and other
ourrent oxpenses, it is only proper thata
fair atatemont should be made. The build.
ing and the lot on whioch it stands cost over
$6,000, and of this theve is a remaining debt
of $2,750. This, however, is put in & shape
not to distress the congregation, and there
is nothing that I oan ses to discourago.
Daring the past year (ending with March)
wo raised and paid out for all purposes
over $1,200. Of course tnere was some of
that xaised by speocial effort {o help to re-
duee the debt, which may not be looked for
every year. The above sum wounld appear
oven more surprising if I were to tell youn
what was rn ged the first year I was here,
but this I forbear to do at present.

Of the congrogation too, I would like to
sny a few sorde. I bope it will not be con-
sidored weaknoss on my part, nor yet taken
a8 an evidencs of boasting, when I say
that there is not to be {ound in any oongre-
gation in Newmarket such & nobla band of
youug ladies and gentlemen who are both
able and willing to werk. Aad the past
winter has tried them on this point. Daur.
ing the winter montks wo have had our
annual tea mcoling, which was a great
guccess, a3 woll as eight or uine rocials.
And through -l the sxduous dulies con-
neoted witls theso, there has been no evi-
denee of flapging on the part of the yonug
people. In holding the ocials refers d to
we had thiree obyeots in viow. First - To
provide an entertainment for the young
people of an innocont and enjoyable char-
acter, to keop them from resorsing to ques-
tionablo expedicnts and doubifal places of
vesort. Second: To bringali the congre-
gation moro closely together, break down
slifiness aud formalily, and make them
more familiarly intimate with each other.
Of course X believo firmly in personal re-
cognition in heaven, but just ae tenaciously
do I hold to xecoguition on earth, although
it is sometimos not very lavishly practised.
And the third object was o maks a litile
money. Now in sll these partioulars we
gnined our obiest, s the eongregation weil
knows. Here then we have a congregation

of lifé and vigour, one of respeet-
ability aud influenes, having ariven almost
from nothing, sitiing now under its ewm

vine aad fig tres, aund everyihing going on

et el Spnameuprpet s =

in barmony. Of courso I know that gon-
eral prosperity fs vot always an index to
the amount of good that may be done, and
that all who are in the chursh muy not be
of it. Bat here wo have evidenoo clesr
enough in the oaso of rost who have joined
ou profossion of faith, (wnd there are yot of
these on the roll sixty-seven), that they are
struggling to serve thoLiwrd. Torell thero
tokens of favor, I, for one, thank God snd
teko ocourage. I just hopo that this letter
way fatl into tho hands of the students and
probationers, and that ihoy may b persnad-
ed to follow the conrse 1 myself L.ve
tslen. I do not think they would avex 18
grot it, and they would acquire experience
that wouid do them good th-ough Lifo.
Far more permanent good will be dons to
the Churoh in this way then by the spasmo-
die efforty put forth for a few woeke, or nt
most months, in nyeaion siations, where a
seuson of silonce foliows, ox etrange eupply
every Sabbath during the winter. Yours
traly, Joun R. Baxtisny.

SEVERAL SUGGESTIONS.

Mg. Epitor,—Would you kindly allow
me to offer somo enggestions of various
kinds for tho consideration of members of
Assombly, and especially to members of
Assembly Committees sand others en-
trusted with the mausgement of affairs.

1. That a rule of procedure to the fol
lowing effect bs incorporated in the new
forms, viz., that n Presbytery which has
recnived & minister from anoth.er ohurch by
designation shall intimate the reception to
other Presbyteries. The object of snch
rule is, that if tha wminister reosive a eall
in another Presbytery than that which re-
ceived him, it wounld have official know.
ledge of his eligibility to the call.

2. Ag to the publication of the Ohuroh’s
financer, that they bo all printed together
instoad of beiug seatiored through the ap-
pendix of the minutes of Asserably; that
oach schems be numbered in large Roman
numerals 80 that the reader may know
where he is ; that the debtor and oredit
sides of tho acoounts bo pricted on opposite
pages; and especinlly that the finances
of the Western Scolion be more speoifi-
onlly stated, as olemly and minute-
ly as thoy ate in the admirable finansial
reports from the Eastern Seolion. Xnox
and Montreal Oollege accounts should be
put in the same business-like style as those
of Queen's Oollego.

8. As to presentation of reports to the
Genoral Assetably, Shonld they be all
road in their entirety? I think it would
gerve serve all usefal purposes for the
Qonveners in laying their reports before
the Assembly to give viva voce the leading
pointsor recommendations. Apprecisting
thoroughly, a8 I do, the diligence and ex.
cessive anxioty which must be expended
by the Convener on statistics in preparing
the tables and roport thereon, I osannot
but think that it is needless and weati-
gome to spend an hour, more or less, with
minntiee as to ocongregations in all the
Fresbyteries whieh have failed o report,
and similax things, Members of Presoy-
tory oan see these details at a glance of the
report, when the time comes to deal with
thers. In the same way I hold that it is
needless for Conveners of the Home Mis-
sion Committoss to read the details about
the stations. It is cortainly wearisome
to hear them, though such details are
usefnl as records to be read at leisure, Liot
Convenera treat the members of Assembly
an they do their cougregations, with an ef.
fort to please and with & wholesome fear of
tediousness.

4. As to tho jublication of Aesembly
minutes: Is it necessary to issuo copies
to all members of Sessions, as is done with
as? The Freeo Church iscues only one
copy to orch congrogation. What purpose
is served by our profaso distribution ? To
what purposs is all this waste in these
hard times, or at any time ? Itis horeby
suggeeled that one copy bo sent as usnal
to each miniater, and if more be nesded
only one copy lo each cession.

5. Ae o expengesof mombers of Homeo
Mission Committee, it is with someo diffi-
dence, not at all felt in making the fora-
going sagreslions, euggeated that they be
paid out of tho Presbylery fands, and 8o
reliove tho fande of the Committes ;
though membora et the Assembly’s Com-
mittee, they virtnally do the Presbytery’s
work, The acoounts do not show clestly
what was paid to members of Commitieo
for their oxpeuses. Very likely the
awmonnt of their expenses wes $376, which
appears ag ‘‘expenses of Commitise.”
Now a good many Presbyteries do not eon-
tribnte for Home Mission purposes st much
as tho sumi named, The thought is not
very palatable to the members of sweh
Proshytories or to the members of the
Chureh in their bounds, that nsove than

all they contribuied was expended in trav-

ollinsg e xpenses. Lot euch Proabytery do.
fray tho expensdes of its own raembor of the
Committer, aad such n thonght van have
no exietones,

6. As to the siatistics for tho prosent
year. The altorations on the forms are
not an improvxacat.  ‘Tasro is no oolnn
for Kaex College Building Fund, and I
koow, as & fact, that congregations iu their
eturns s ‘mstimos entar their contributions
to the Bmilding Faud in the column for the
ordinary rovonne of the Collego, Then the
coltian for adult baptisms is left vut.
X, 7 Aore jula ting faol is goare ly
poos wad o, last year'a tables than that
thwem Were 561 dalb p oo hapta d into
the Oraseeh dibivg the presediog trelve
o hs, And vow we a3l) notle eble to
oty evndeptivn <0 0w -k dono by
use Chutoh aw. e, 3 ' sy who come to
adult age with 1 Lav..,y #ny slwuding in
the Chiwaeha; no il wo be able to show
tial Wwe nre baptiz ng perhaps as many
adul's a5 thooe who aseume {o be
Baptists par excell.nce. Tt is perhaps un-
avoidablo that the furtee noved this year
do not statethe date up to whick the sia-
tistics aro required, but it will prove awk-
ward, sUppoge ROme cusgregations make
their returns to Dec.mnber 81, and othors
to Maroh 81; how will tho Presby tery Clerk
ptata tho torm for which thie roturns are
given in filling op the forms provided to
to them? Then again, tho commitlee
ought to use words frée from all possibility
of being misuuderstood, Have they nut ul-
rendy discoverod how hard it is to make
peoplo understand matters of this kind
though vory plain to thomwselves? Let
thom look at questions thres and four in
thieir finanoinl form, Tao third asks for
the * Stipend prowised from all sources.”
That is plain enough, but question four
acks for the *stipend paid.” The Com-
mittee knows what they want, butmany who
fill up the papor wiil not be certain whether
“ghipend paid” means * stipend from alf
sourges,” or “stipend paid by tho congre-

gotion salono,” aud tho clerks will be
troubled by suswers given both ways.
Thea when I look to the form provided
for olerks I find the Corumittes's sxplanation
to be “stipend paid from sall eources,”
which as I take it is the roverse of what
thoy really meant in columnfour. There
should have been moro care, greater preoi-
sionin terms, and acouracy in preparing
the forms.

7. And lastly for the present, I wish
I could wake up the Western Foreign
Mission Committee. I have known s for-
mer effort fail. "What are they doing te
keep slive the Onrol’s interest in the im-
portant catvse confided to them? The
Oollege Oommittes, the Home Misaion
OCommittee, and espeecislly the Fromoh
Evangelization Comumittee, (with Dr, Me-
Vicar's and Mr. Chiniquy's froquent ap-
pesls to the Church) make themselves
heard, and thetr want« known through the
press. An oocasional coramunioation from
a Formosa Missionexy appears to bo trans-
mitted now and again to tho Record. But
is this all that is needed? Why do not the
roaders of the Doenominational paper gee
frequent aud slirring commaunications from
the committee themselves, and from the
missionaries ¢ We used to have frequent
lettors, and most interesting, from Dr.
Feaser, and, more frequently then now,
lotters from Mr. Muckay ? Tho mission-
aries but rarely write now, from whatever
ocance ; and & letter published by one of
them contained tho stiange request that it
should not be publizhed, Their chict duly
1sof course to labour in China, but one of
the principal subordinate dutiss they owe is
to kuep tho Church felty und rogularly
intormed a8 to their work. Let them
alip away from publio nolico by failing to
lot themselvoa bo heard, and let the com-
mittes bo equally noa-commuaictivs, and
tho cause will fuil ot support. Then onoe
more the Commutice, I humb:y suggest,
guonid tabulato the results of Foroign Mis-
sion Work, and pr.eont statistioal tables
us is done to well by tle eastern scction,

I bog, Mr. Editos, to snbmit thote sug:
gestions to all parues concarned with xe-
gpect, and hopa they will meot with approv-
al, though peraaps thuy will ba thought
to touch with what is not exaet.
ly tho writor’s business. Thoy aro mine
howovor as much as any othor pexaons. It
is in no ill-natured or soured spirit I write,
but I Like to see things well done, and
believe these suggestions are oalled for.
Perbaps I may, if you find place for these,

send other suggestions for
TMPROVEMENT,

Bixerook and Sallfleet ocongregations
have given for all religions purposes, for
tho otrrent year, at tha rate of,—tho form-
or $28, and the Iatter $42, por family. For
the sobemas of the Cbureh they have raised
over $180, as compared with $101.49, last
year—an augury we frust of bester thinge,

whap botter times relura.



