.

264

hold fast with a tenacious grasp, and a per-
petual watchfulness, to hold fast that which
they have, for there are {elons abroad intent
upon the possession of their prev.  Andin
drearier gloom, and for purposes of sudden
warning, we get from him a troubled
glimpse of some who were once enlighten-
ed, made partakers of the heavenly gift,
tasted of the good Word of God, and felt
the power of the world to come, but who
have fullen away, crucified to themselvesthe
Son of Gad afresh, and put hin to an open
shame.  Now, if to be fere-warned is to be
forearmed, if a cirewmstantial acquaintance
with danger is necessary to guard effec-
tuaily aguinst its power, it will be wel. for
us o look in the face the enemics who are
marshalled to assail our peace.

Danger to our spiritual interest can arise
to us froin three sowces, from the unfriend-
ly interposition of e.il spirits; from the
treacherous suggestions of our own hearts,
~and from the allurements and intinidations
cof the world. That there are evil spirits,
Jdegions of thewm, combined in organization,
and united under a erafty and sagacious

head for pyrposes of temptation and mis- |

cliiel, is n truth which those wiil not deny
cwho tihe thie Seriptures for their guide.
Their influence is boundea indeed, bui they
Jare pugliy and they arenumcrous. They
are sphiis in chiudny, zivavs i chiaing, but
ey alrendy and dffectuadly vork in the
-hearts of tlo~e who deny their existence,
-and who wie led captive at their tyrannous
Caille BMasters of evafy, inflianed with demon
“hate nguinst Jehovah and his servants, hav-
- ing Jong experience in their damning toil,
ceonstited  with the zgonies of remaise,
which enduied through lupsing 3 ears, now
takes 1.0 note of time; every sight of re-
clainied prodigal, or of sniling Sablath, or
of panestul Lousehold, ouly throws them
into decper 1egtlessness, aud in their rage
for prey—

: <4 Theoy fan the air,
And ourhen heasen and earth, this lower world,”

Alkin to 1be temptations which come
_from dircet rupernatural agerey, ate those
which waail 2 nan when Leis dianvavway
of hix own lusts and enticed.  There are

. some heatts that need no temprer.  They
1un gieeaily in the ways of imquity; they
Lingret upon siu as upon a sweer morne,
wug Jevai th e contivuad imyunity in whick
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Satan holds his court within their sotils;
Nay, so contented are they under his power,
that he-can even leave them to themselves,
complacent in the assurance that all his
behests will be fulfiiled in his absence, that
his house will be swept and garnislied, and
that seven other more wicked spirits will be
vight royally welcomed Lo his home.

Then, when grace has changed the na-
ture, aud bas imparted the principle of
nobler life, there are influences at work to
enfecble its development and 1o dwarf its
growth,  Affections fastening themselves
on this present. world, propeusities to evil
not yet extinguished, passions sulwdued and
mastered but not dead, are only waiting for
the well-circumstanced opporiunity to grasp
the man in the grip of their deadly power.
The town of Mansou] has indeed surrender-
ed to Bumanuel, but there are Diaboliuns
yet Jurking in its scevet plaees, and in mo-
ments of depression, or in mements of un-
guardeduess, they sieal forth to entangle
and betiny.  There are sonrees of danger.
Aund astraitors in the cap zre adw ays more
to be drended than the atmy outside—

#Worse than all our foes we find,
T'he cnewy withing
The evil ftesrt, the caonal mind,
Our own insidious sin.”
And whet to this you sdd theallurcments
of the wond, the preseud time sud appeaiing
diteetly 1o the senses, Waile the spirit-world
is Invisible and atar, aud the intanidations
of the wuuld, the tricks of withbeld patron-
age, or of unheeded straggle, or of renewél
cmbartastent—all thore taucless butfor-
idable exeeminunications v hich the worid
knows have a hold upon the soul,—tnereis
a combived of position wkat may well appal
the bravest spint, sud irizg a vemor into
the stoutest heart of men.  To whom then,
in this dwe of our pertl, shall we look for
Lelp.  Where dwells tie wight that shall
succour, or the generarsty thar shall wield
the wespons of vur defenee? Shallwe ask
awong the ministermyg hosts who bow be-
jore ke tnone, if bipiy seme bright angel
in bis keavenly stiergih, wili wnaertake our
cavse!  No, for be sever feli, he knew not
ever the gloum of « nature thorouphly
ehiunkenfrom its original.  He cannoz nn-
derstand the spirit’s bitteruess, and the
spiivs struggle.  Qur dediverer must buve
sympathy whh ourelves, sympathy of cov-
dition, and in some sost, sympatly of ¥-



