
1 THE BOOKSELLER AND) STATIONER

Zal- on ii'r cîag3ie.
The. i'ctifluoîa tu ltc (lovernmcnt. -

T liE, following 1% the Petitice prebntedto the 'Minister of Finance last menth
anènt the question of a ta% on lm-

poibedI migaisnts (oming in bulk tram the
tUnited Sltes
To the Hionorable the Minister cf Financ.
The l'etition of the U ndersigrîed Newbdealers

Humbiy Sheweth,-
r. Your petitioriers are bookselierb ind

newsdealers carr>mng on businebs through.
out the i omanicn ut Canada, and dlaim te
represent the v'iews of the trade in reference
tu the matters hereinatter set forth.

2. Vour petilioners arc advisced that The
.%a.nufacturerN' Ass>ociation have applied te
have a duty of 2o per cent. ad valorem
imposed oni itw:papers. magazines and
periodicalb sent int Canada in buik by
freight or expres..

3 Your petitioner5. weuld mest respect.
fuliy submit that an>) su h prcpcs-ed change
would net only pre>udicaily affect the
revenue cf the country, be a burden tu the
teading community. and seriously iK'ure
the initrest ut yu pctitiontis' trade. but
woutd aIse be of ne benefit te the pruntiaig
and publishing trade cf Canada. in whose
iraterest the baid application is being made.

1. Vour petitiener> bubmnit that the pre.
i-eding allegation ib justiied for the reabonà
herci natter set tcrîh.

RE%\ ENiK.

sThaý imposition cf such a duty on
newspapersç, inaganies and periedicails
when brought into t-anada by dealers in
bulk by freight or otherwise. white permit.
tmng tht privat indîs'îdual, by direct sub-
scisption te the l.aited States publishers
and dealers, te receive the same publication
fret cf dut> through tht mails, would result
in tht rapid transference of tht hulk of this
trade from the Canadian dealers te the
pubiishtrs ind dealers in the tUnited Stats

6. The Canadian toverniment weuld net
ccl>' receave no revenue tram ntwspapers,
magazines and periodicals maiied from the
t'nited St.ates te direct subscribcrs. but
would actually eustain a loss by bting
compclled t0 carry !such publications fre of
charge throulgh the mails and. in many
instances. deliver them by lettcu -:arriers
frem door Io doot. all cf which would be for
the hentit ot tht pubiashers, and dealers in
tht U.nited States. whereas at prescrnt the
great bulk of thib malter as brought mnto
Canada by fretizht Aiithout exptnst tu ttne
Canadiau c;ovrncment and distributed by
tht Canadian dealers through tht Canadian
mnails %ithout lonss or charge te, tht Govern-
ment.

7. Thete renue that the c:anadian t;ov-
erriment inight derive fron sucti a duty
woutd. by reison of tht transterence cf the
grade fromi the ( anadian dealerb t0 tht pub-
lishers anti deaýleis in the U.nited States.
rapidly dimtni',h, and the lo.,b o! revenue
oc,:.xbioneJ to the los>t ire ilepartment.
by reason et having ta cari> tbis malter.
when mailed tromi the U.nited ,taies, gire cf
chatrge. as aboe indicated. could not

postibly be ctomrpensatedl fer by aey duty
that might be coilected.

8. If for revenue purpeses or other
reasons your Coverniment consider it proper
ta impose a duty. why no* impose that duty
wilhe)ut discriminating betwcen thc Cana.
dian dealers and direct subscribers. se as to
apply tu such publications whether imported
in bulk or by single copies te subscribers
direct ? le other woîds. why discrimîcate
agaînst Canadian dealers in favor cf the
publishers and dealers in the U.nited States ?

TifE '.ANAfDIAN READISI PUL'IC.
9. A duty lmpesed cnly on copies com-

lng in te dealers in hulk would mean a tax
on the poor mari'- newspaper and maga.
zint, because he is compelled te buy by the
!ingle ccpy. He cannet afTord, like his
muore fertucate nelghbor. tht îich mac, te
pay 12 rronths in advance and get it in fre.

lu. The readirtg public geaierally, by
reason cf this trade bcing transferred te, tht
publishers and dealers in the United States.
wouid ccl have that fret opportunity of
selecting reading matter they now possess
by teason ct such publicationîs be.ing spread
on tht couniters of aIl Canadian dealers
thrcughcut tht country for their inspection
and selcction, as is ncw the case under
exîsting conditions.

ty If tht imposition cf this duty would
resuit in tht prinîîng and publishing cf such
periodicals le Canada, as clalmed by tht
Manufacturers' Association. which your
petitieners do ccl admit, and disprove, as
bereinatter set forth, il wculd mean a large
increase in the cest cf publication, and cee-
sequently an increase ie cost 10 the public
Who make use cf such publications.

TUIE i AS'Aî)AS DEALERIS.
12. Canadian dealers arc now supplying

large numbers cf subscribers with such
publications. fer whicb tbey have. in ntarly
every case, been paid yearly subscrmpîîons
in advance. If such a duty as is new
asked for were impesed, it would mean a
heavy loss and a gîet hardsbip ta tht
Canadian dealers, by reason of tht cense-
quent advance cf price on the att.icles they
are ncw under centract te deliver. To
minimi, e that iess tbey would be compeUted
te transfer such subscriptions tu publishers
and dealers in tht United States for tht
balance uf tht subscription year, wbich
could net fait but work a hardship on tht
dealers bere.

13. Tht prohts derived from tht sales cf
%uch publications by Canadian dealers are
an important factor in their inco ne. Tht
imposition cf sucb a duty as is propesed
would deprive them of this brade, and
wouid sericusly affect the Canadian
dealers' profits from tht sale of tht articles
in themacîves. and transfer their profits
te the tUnited States publishers and dealers.
I would aise seriousiy affect their general

sale>. b>' rcason of not being able ta bave
on their couetiers these varieus publicatiens
for sale se as to attract the reading public
tu their stores and tbrough this medium be
cnabled tu dispose of other commodities.

14 lPablic libraries. reading reems ii,:
others would be compelled te send tht:,
subscriptions te, United States publisher.
and agents, tu avoid the increase of cocst,
occastoncd by the imposition of the dut)
Ait this business would therefore be lost bo
Canadian dealers.

TUE iRINTZr«, ANI) 1'i>icL!',IIINO TItADE

15. The United States publisher bas a
constituency Of 70,0oo,0o0 people in ,,.
own country, and consequently is enabled
to publish corrcspondingly-large edition5
The cost of setting. electroîyping and print
îng. and of production generally. of such
publications is reduced te the lowest pas.
-ible sum by reason cf such large editions.
The Canadian market, on the other band,
bas a population cf about 5,ooo,ooo to
supply. and would only requirc in the most
popular publications comparativelir. smaîi
editions. If the setting, clectrotyping.
printing. etc., wcre done irn Canada for
such strait editions, it would inevitably
mean that the selling price here cf the
Canadian editions would at least be double
of that charged for the similar editions ie
the United States.

16. Where tbe profits on Canadian edi
tiens would bc comparatively small, it is
net at ail llkely that the United States
publishers would care ta assume the
responsibility and risk of publishing here.
The additioîial profit that would accrue te
the United States publishers by sale through
direct subscriptions wouid more :han offset
their loss tbrough any fallhng off ie the
number of copies sold through the trade.

Your petiioners feel confident that it is
net the intention of your Government ta

idtc such an injustice upon the Canadian
trade and the Canadian mreaer as is asked
for by the Manufacturers' Association.

Your petitioners wouid most respectfully
ask that tbe trade be put upon the same
basis as the private indîvidual. The impe.
sitien of sucb a duty would be of ne financlal
benefit te, the revenue, inimicable tu the
interests cf the Canadian reading public.
injuricus to, the existing trade carried on by
Canadian dealers, and cf ne advantage te
the Canadian pub lisher and printer.

\'our petitioners would therefore mast
humbly pray.

There were about 150o signatures te, the
above petition, which is naw in the bands
cf the Mînister of Finance. As time was
of importance. it was found impossible ta
reach the trade in the Noithwtst, but the
Toronte tirms wbe signed included WVarwick
Bros. & Rutter. W. îyrel & Ca.. Bain
Book and Stationery Co., Harold A Wilson
& Ce.. John P. McKenna, Toronto News
Ceo. Winnifrith Bras . H. E. Cotes. J.
Dabson. J. H. P'errin. F. J. Roy, S. WVai*
lace. H. P. Withers. J. Wîilis and fully Sci
others. ln Hamilton. Messrs. R. Duncan
& Co., A. C. Turnbull, J. B. Ghy. F. C.
Mcliroy. G. J. McArthur. WV. T. Lancefield,
J. G. Clcke and others signed. In O.tawa,
Messrs. Hope. Jarvis, r'horburn, Ojiivie,
etc.; in Montreai. Messrs. Drysdale, Foster
Brown. Montreat News Co., Pscken. Cbap.
man. Hederion. Renouf. etc.; Messrs.
Maliagh. cf Brantford. N elles. cf Guelph.
and other Western Ontano dealers, as welI
as representative dealers in Halifax, St.
Jiohn, Charlottetown. Moncton and Quebec
ail signed.


