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pulse of passion its power is strengthened and its antagonist
§s weakened,

And more than this, thero exista between the uso of the
discrimirati~o and impulsive power of conscience a striking
reciprocal connexion.  The more a man r4flccts upon moral
distinctions, tho greater will bo the practical influence which
ho will find them to exert over him.  And it is still more do
cldedly truo that tho moro implicitly we obey the impulso of
conscicnee, the more acute will be its power of discrimination,
and the more prompt and definito its decisionss  And hence
the benuty and forco of the atatcments of inspirntion, * If any
man will do s will, he shall know the dectrine whether it be
of Go.”  * Unto him that hatly, shall be given, and ho shall
hiave abundance, but from him that hath not—that ix, doca not
improva what ha hath—shall be taken away cven that which
he bath.”

But to go f}i‘l a step higher, tho sensilility of conscience,
A8 n sourco ol pleasitre or of pain, 18 Kirengiicued by use nnd

wenkened by disuse.  The moro frequentiy n inan docs right,
tho stronger is his impulse to do right, and the greater is%ho
pleasuro that results from the dolng of it. A liberal man de-
rives a pleasure from the practico of charity of which the co-
volous man can form no conception. A beneficent man is
mado happy by acts of selfedenial and philanthropy, whilst a
eclfish man petforms an net of goodness by painful and strenu.
ous cffort, and merely to escapo the reproach of conscience.—
By tho habitual exerciso of tho benovolent affections, a man
becomes more and moro capabile of virtue, capable of higher
and moro disinterested and aclftdenying acts of mercy, aye,
and until ho becones nn enthusinst in goodness, more gratifi-
cd in devoting his time nnd energy in tho servico of mankind
than in any othor business or pursuit.

Such is tho law by which conacienco is governed, such are
the cffeets of obedience to that law, And what is all this but
the force of habit, For what is habit but principle in excer-
cife, a reiteration, a repeated acting of the sume thing, until
it has been woven into our very nature.  And is it possible to
overrate the force of habit on individunls, on familics, on na-
tions, on man's physical, intellectual and moral coustitution,
Do we want exnmples of its influcnce on the body, wo have
only to look at the gait of the soldier und enilor ; or on thein-
tellect, wo have only to contrnst the demennour of the retiring
student with the bustling merchinnt on Change; or, on the
conscicnee, we have only to wateh the effect of n continued
indulgence in any cvil propensity or in any virtuous nct. In
fact, every succeeding act of mind or body, whether good or
evil, is atrengthened by the preceding one.

And if such be the force of habit, who can calculate the
mighty importance of the moral education of the young, If
tho training of an old horre, or the bending of an aged oak,
or the converting of an old miser into & man of generosity, or
tho reclaiming of a drunkard, bo a difficulty almost insur-
mountable, who can overestimate the advantage of the moral
education of the rising generation.  What, with God's bless-
ing, may not be cffected in n single generntion. When, ah !
when will nations, as nations, fully sympnthize with the adage,
“ Prevention isbetter thun cure”  When, uh! when will they
bo as lavish in the expendituro of their menus in providing
the necessary apparatus for the moral education of the youn g
us they are in providing penitentiaries, reformatories and usy
Iums for the hardened in crime.  When will one balf of the

display the same zeal and enthuainsm for the moral, as they
do for the intellectsal education of the young. )
Tut wo cannot continue this strain. Wo trust we have
enid enough under this head to satiafy every reasonable mind
that mmoral cducation is soinething more, something far morg
lofty and commanding, than moral instruction. To impart
sound, wholesome instruction to the minde of tho rising gene.
ration, to give them clear and comprehendivo views of the
doctrines and precepts of Christinnity, with their various re.
lations and dependences, is r part, and an important part, of
moral cduention. But to stop short hero is just to net like
the man who begina to Luild the house, but who gocs no far.
ther than the Iying of the foundation, and expects therefrom
all tho advantages and comforts of a finished residence.  Anil
yet docs not this constitute three-fourths of the moral educa.
tion of tho day? And who, then, need wonder at tho slender
results that have flowed from all the agencics and instnunen.
tnlities nnd resources that have been called into the field for

tho Inst fity 1’cnrs. And who can fail 10 perccive the utter
inzdequacy ol Sabbath Schools and Biblo Classes, with all

their benefits, for tho accomplishment of this object. or hesis
tato to admit the vast superiority of parental and week-day
school training to all othicr means that can Lo called into ope-
ration,

But, furthermore, wo trust wo have anid enongh to satisfy
all, that moral cducation is something moro than setting before
the young n Christinn, consistent example—an examplo thick.
Iy studded with all the beautics and excellencics of n vigorous
and henlthful morlity, "This, too, is of immense servico—of
greater servico than the cominunication of the most valuable
information, for the nphorism is literlly true, “ Examplo is
more powerful than precept,” and this simply beeauso of the
power and glory of tho principle of imitation, which origin.
ated in the facet that wnan is a socinl being.  And henco the
whole epirit and genius of revelation teaching by example ra.
ther than didactic statement,  But to stop ahort here, ngnin,
is like the man who expends n lurge amount of means in the
construction of a dwelling-house, but who leaves off' without
cither roof or cover.

What, then, is moral cducation? It is instruction in what
is right and proper, bringing all to the test of cternal truth
and rightcousnese, inculeating no lesson but what is either
directly or inferentinlly set forth in tho only infallible
standard. It iy the exemplification of all that is right and
proper—nn exemplification in strict conformity with the find.
ings of revelation.  But it is more. It is the actual doing of
the thing, until it hath become part of our moml nature. It
is to abandon some nct of wickedness, and to practice the op-
posito virtue or grace, and to continuo in thu game course un.
til it has received the force of a habit or second nature.~—
‘Take an illustration. The peoplo of Scotland are signalized
oll over the world for their observance of public religious or-
dinances. And how did they acquire this pre-eminent dis-
tinction? Waus it because their forefathers pointed out the
obligation and privilege of such an observanco ? or was it be-
cause they showed their children an out and out consistent
example? They did all this, but they did fur more. They
took their littlo ones by the hand, and Sabbath wfter Sabbath,
opportunity after opportunity, they wended their steps through
moss and moor, through lanes and streets, until they reached
the house of prayer and safely seated them in the patrimontal

pecudo-philguthropists and popular cducativuists of the day | pew.  And when there, they watched over them with decpest
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