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Many years since-the writer is no longer young
-the following incident was read, wben or where
not now recollected:-

An Englishman, after shipwrceck, found hiniself
on an island, among a pcople whose b.nguage lie did
not understand. This added so much to his other
misfortunes and difficulties, that he conceived the
idea that a coimon education in all civilized coun-
tries should in-dude a universal language of signa,
for the benefit of those who might possibly be
throvn together epcaking different languages. In
due time he reached hoe, and immediately set
about carrying his idea into practical effect. For
this purpose he visitcd the great seats of le.arning
in and about London, but met with little or ino
mecouragement, save that at onc of these he was
informed that thera was such a chair, with a profes-
sor, in Edinburgh. He at once hastenied off to that
city. Those in London who had toid him this to
get rid of him, finding him su lnch in carnest,
wvrote to sone acqaintances connected wiLh the
University there, to humor his whim when ho
arrived, and give him an audience. On inquiry of
the janitor at Edinburgh, ho was informed that
there was a professor of a. universal language by
signs, and that lie would be in his rooms at a certain
hour. The matter was taken in hand by a few
students, who iinposed the duty of acting the pro-
fessor upon the rather sharp-witted janitor, who
had lust an eye. At the appointed hour, the
stranger was at the University, and was conducted
to the professor'a room. On entering ha hlb up
one finger. The janitor, in reply, held up threce.
There were other signs exchanged, but these two
serve my present purpose. After being bowed out
of the professor's roon, he was met by tha mis-
chievous students, who eagerly inquired of him
about his interview. The Englishman repliod that
on entering ho held up one finger, ta signify thero
was but one God. The professor had held up thrce,
signifying that God existcd in the three persaons,
of theTrinig, etc. Their nert object wasto obtain
the janitor's account; who said that tho English-
man was very personal and impudent, for on enter-
ing th rooni, he had held up une finger to signify
that he, the janitor, had but one eye. In return,
he said he had held up threo fingers, to signify that
they had three eyes between them.

The article on " Death fron Chlioroforni,"I by Dr.
Jones, of Circleville, O., recaIled this incident to
memory. Though our subjects are not identical,
there is, nevertheless, a close relationship ; suffici-
ently so, perhaps, to be practically treated as such.
He thkins my theoretical explanation of the conver-
sion of gravity into organic force, in resuscitation
fromi inspending death, due to overdoses of chloro-
forn very absurd. That may be so: but it seeins
to me ho failo ta show it ta besao, either by facts or

reasoning. That it was theoreticai on my part i4
not an argument against the truth of the explans.
nation given ; for the only originator of action ca
be theory, and the choice lies between one that h
haphazard, aed one that is adopted on rational
grounas.

Three facts are, however, recognized by both r2
us: One, that overdoses of chloroform have pro.
duced death; another, that by all quantities, small
or large, ife is often placed in jeopardy ; thiird
that these so imperiled are frcquently resuscitated.

Now, the actual death, or peril to life, after the
inhalation of chloroforim, and resuscitation from
inpending death, do not occur by chance or aed.
dent; but, like :Il other phenomena of organic life,
are in obedience to invariable laws, and corredi
philosophie explanation of the events, hinges upon
connecting then propcrly with laws governiu.g
organic dynamics. Permit me, therefore, spac for
further explanation.

From our articles, it is evident that Dr. Joues
andl niysclf look at organic dynamics fromt very
different standpoints, or the conclusions we arrive
ut would hardly vary so much; for they are us
diverse as the intc-rpretations of holding up one and
three fingers, resKctively, by the shipwreched
Englishmîan and Edinîburgh Ianitor.

Through two decades of professional experience
the human body and life were mysteries aid thera-
peutics a muddle; though Horner, Jackson aud
Wood had explained them to me, as they had dons
ta thousands hefore and since. It was sonehow
comiprehendedjthough not very clenrly, that humani
bodies were constructed out of the, food eaten; but
then there was so many isolated and contradictory
facts in regard ta it, all resting on equally good
" authority" in such matters that I was contented
to learn, in therapeutics, that "tetanus" had been
" successfully treated with the calabar bean," or
that '' chestnut leaves " wero good for " whooping-
cough," etc. And so, chewing the cutd of content-
ment, relied on "authority" in all matters profes-
sional; not, however, without nany aisgivings as
to its propriety, end !ongings for a " more excellent

Some ,Mrs since a revicw of a book was read
whose subject was "The Correlation and Conserva-
tion of Forces." At that time I was aomewhat
anxiously casting about for a subject for a vale-
dictory addross,' to W> delivered ta the society
which has so ofton honored nie by electing mie its
preaiding officer. No timie was lost in obtaining
the book, an American republication, as well as
some English works, in fact, all that had boeni pub-
lished on the subject at home and abroad. The
society was notified several nionths in ad vance of
the subjects of the valedictory, which was received
as a pleasantry rather than as a matter of scientific
interest; and so I was nick-named " Tho Forces."
Though frequently inquired of about the " The
Forces," nothing waa said in reply but badinage
until the valedictory was read. It was recoived
with much surprise; though the membors are re-
markable for their general and professional culture.
In subsequent papers read tu the society, or pub-
lished, correlation of force has becn pusied into
practical medicine farther than by any other, no
matter what his position in the world of science


