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the thousand of our first issue bacame two at the
second, and nearly three at the third; and of this
the fourth number we have received from ocr prin-
ter, five thousand, and find it far from adequate to
meet the end in view, which can only be attained
by striking off those from our list, who after a se-
cond number, still remain undecided to sustain the
paper. Thia resolution will be strictly adopted with
aumbec five. We shall however endzavcar to mail
an index of our first volume to every physician in
Canada, at the end of the year.

dnteresting Cuses.

Cowritcated FrooTURE OF THE ARM. By Wn.
H. Bingston, M.D,, L.R.0O.SE. Fellow of the Leo-
pold Academy, &c. One of the Surgeons to the
Hatel-Diea, Montreal.

The following case is interesting prineipally in
its sequelse.

J. 8, a healthy man, =t 38, received an injury of
the arm, from a fall, on 15th November, 1861, which
prodaced a compound fractare of the humerus.
The protruding end of the bore was removed, and
the part3 were restored to position. The arm con-
tinned to be painful and swollen; after a time
openings formed near the site of injary, and severe
erysipelatous inflammation, once, and less violent
inflammation, several times, occurred. These re-
ceived proper care and atteation at the hands of
several physicians during a legthy stay in & neigh-
bouring charity. The condition of the part still
continuing to cause much pain and unessiness, and
the arm to be useless, the patient soaght entrance
to the Hatel-Diey, under my care, on t: . 11th May,
1863, eighteen months after the prin ary injary.
On his admission, the lower third of arm, and the
upper third of forearm were much discoloared;
the hand and lower part of forearm were cold,
and the former was much shranken and of a blue
tolour. The arm was about two inches shorter
than the other, and the elbow firmly anchylosed
in & straight position. Two openings communi-
ested with the humeras, one about two inches
above the olecranon, and another directly opposite
the joint in front; through both openings dead
boue conld be felt. The radial pulse was almost
imperceptible. This conditior of things satisfied
me that free arterinl and venous circulation were
interfered with ; and that the median nerve was
pressed upon in some part of its course; and de-
termined me, with the approval of my to
sttempt removal of the dead bone where it could
be most easily reached—namely, from the front.
laccordingly made a free incision throngh the skin
&t the bend of the elbow, and feeling my way care-
fully along the biceps, separated the tendon of that
muscle from its strong apoueurotic expansion,
using my left index finger as a director. Throagh
the opening made, I was enabled, withont
injury to the soft parts, bat not without
dificulty, to seize upon and remove about two
inches of the whole thickness of the shaft of the
No untoward circumstance attended or

foliowed the operation.

It wonld appear, that, &t the time of injury, the
portion of the bumerus now removed had been ge-
smll:ted from the shaft above, and from the con-

fies below ; that, in some way, difficnlt to under-
stand, the comminuted piece 80 ocom-
plstely dislodged from its position, a8 to permit
e spproximation of the two main pieces of bone;

and that, while suppuration had been eatablished
in the comminuted piece causing its death, the
living ends, impeded, nc doubt, bat not entirely
checked in their effort at anion, by the presence of
the dying or dead bone, continued their healthy
action till it terminated in perfect anion : the dead
bone, meanwhile, continuning to give great discom-
fort by its presence, and even to jeopardize the en-
tire limb,

That it is always advisable to cut down upon
dead bone, or foreign bodies of any kind, d travers
tissues 30 important as those to be met with at the
bend of the elbow, and to run the risk of wound-
ing them I am myself disposed to donbt; but the
condition of things satisfied me that the shortest
way to reach the offending body was probably the
best, and perhaps not the most hazardous.

(June 14th.) The entire disappearance of pain,
lividity and coldness in the hand and fingers; and
of heat and swelling near the site of the injury;
and the complete re-establishmeat of the radial
pulse, are satisfactory evidence of the restoration
of integrity in the nerves and blood vessels in the
neighborhood of the joint.

10 Bonaventare st., MoxTREAL, 15th June, 1863.

¥ Bosks.

Practicul Handbook of Medical Chemistry, by John
E. Bowman, F.C.S., edited by C. L. Bloxam,
Professor of Practical Chemistry, in King's Col-
lege, London, 3rd Am. from 4th Lond.ed. Blan-
chard & Lea, Phil., royal, 12 mo., pp. 350, $1.25.
We hail with much pleasure a new edition of our

favourite little aathor, and this too from the hands

of such an able reviser. It bas been onr guide for

y and well do we bear in mind how in car hard

working college days we 80 often referred to its

numerous illostrations, and to its concise and handy
rules for the examination of urine, when we had no
time to study any thing but what was short and to
the point. Here then it is again with all the new
discoveries and processes, ever fresh sad ready to
teach the young, and remind the old, that this im-
portant flaid must not bo neglected. ' Its pages are
not however confined alome to a treatise on the
urice, but comprise practical rules for the detection
of poisons in organic mixtures, and essays on the
blood, bile, mucas, &c. In conclusion, we need
only say that we wish for it the success it deserves.

Ohemistry, by W. T. Brande, D.CL.F.RS.L. & E.,
of her Majesty’s Mint, and Alfred Swaine Taylor,
M.D. F.R.S. Professsor of Chemistry and Medi-
cal Jurisprudence in Guy’s Hospital. London,
Shigd;lophh, Blaachard & Les, 8 vo., pp. 696,
This work is intended as & handdook for stadents,

and a3 an introduction to chemistry for the general

reader. It abounds in innumerable interesting facts
not to be found elgewhere ; and from the masterly
manner in which every sabject is handled, with its
pleasing mode of describing even the dryest details,
it cannot fail to prove acceptable, not only to those
for whom it is intended, bat to the profession at
large. The entire absence of wood cuts, is howe-
ver an unasual feature in elementary productions
of this kind at the present day, and a few chap-
ters on electricity, wonld have greatly eshanced
the valus of the work. These omissions will tend
much to ldesen its chance of success as a colle
book, and to retain Fownes' little work atm,tg
formidable competitor for public patronage.




