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The surgical treatment of Graves' disease bas attracted con-
siderable attention during the Last quarter of a century, inainly
because the results of medical treatmuent, whether hygienie,
dietetic, medicinal or electrical, have never beein entirely
satisfactory. A. host of reiedies have been recomnmended,
but they merely relieve the sym.ptoms, or hold the disease in
cbeck, and only in exceptional instances bring about a cure.
This may be explained bx the fact that we are yet ignoraut
of the uuderlying causes of exoplithalmic goitre. The theories
which have from time to time been advanced -will not satis-
factorilv accoit. for the many and diverse manifestations of
the disease.

Our imedical authorities consider the prognosis serious and,
when the disease is well established, hold ont little hope of
recovery. Osier is of the opinion that operative mea.sures
seen to offer the greatest relief. It is not mv intention, how-
ever, to advocate surgical trcatment for everv case of Graves'
disease, regardless of all conditions, both local and general,
but only in well selected cases and especially w'here internai
medication and other therapeutic measures hrve been given
a fair triai but witiout success. All the various phases of
each individual case imust be given every consideration. and
the general riles whichi govern the sur<eo in operating upon
any part of the body must be strictly ar)lied. Lnt;il ve have
the desired pathological knowlcdge of G·raves' disease, 'we can-
not hope to treat all cases on a rational basis, but in the mean-
time, our past experience imust. to a large exten t, be our guide
and the treatm)eit inmst be more or less empirical.

The. different surgical measures for the cure of exoph-
tibalmic goitre have al] the same objeet in view, namely, to
lessen the size of the tLyroid gland. *Whether the gland is
res)onisible for aill the sym»toms is sub.ject to much debate.
There. is one case on record (inchman) where, on autopsy,
the thyroid was found absent, although a parathyroid maV
bave been present. Koeher, of :Bcrne, states that he bas never
seen a we.ll-developed case of Graves' disease without a goitre,
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