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The Significance of Pain in Gynaecological Diagnosis.
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In the departnent of gynrcologv, pain is a symptoni of no little im-
portance. 1i is frequen'Jy exaggerated by the scnsitiveness, irritability
and the sedentary life which many women follow. On the other hand,
:t is not rare to sec sone of the most painful conditions borne with ap-
paient case by those in the lower walks of life who are compelled to
do manual labor, or in those in better circumstances. who, by pecuhiar
teniperament. or by determined will are %ble to control their icelings
and to suppress any manifestations of suffering. Of these two cl isses
the former contributes the greater number of our patients. It may be
that there is a varicty of pain of an emotional natuie, or it may be that
the peripheral impressions react too acutely upon the centres of sensa-
tion in the lumbo-sacral plexus. In order that we may understand the
renote effects, the radiated pains and reflex spasms that lesions of
the uterus and aduexa give rise to, we must remember that the genital
organs have in this plexus a direct centre of sensation, and through
the abdominal svmpathetic are connected with all the neighboring


