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Belections

Tie REMREMENT oF Sik Josepn
Lister.—The move upon the subject
of a testimonial to Sir- Joseph Lister,
was started by his former pupils and

colleagues, but it is hoped to interest

all surgeons.

Having relinquished active work in
college and lospital, Mr. Lister is
enjoying a well merited rest.

. His real memorial is that he has
‘rendered it possible for surgeons to
safely open any of the closed cavities
of the body, the synovial sacs, the
peritongum, the cranium, etc., depriv-
ing of their septic risks all surgical
procedures. In short, inflammation
after surgical operation has been pre-
vented,
surceons field of operations and incal-

cul’tb]y augmenting the results of his

labor and skill. Operations  which
formerly were contined to hospitals and
the most favorable surroindings, now
are done everywhere. Hence surgeons
have multiplied them by the hundred-
fold. The fact that operations may be
done with little danger of inflammation,
through simple asepsis, has made sur-
‘gery invade the domain of medicine.
Appendicitis, tubercular peritonitis,
‘and other diseases, are now claimed by

the surgeons as their ex¢lusive property.

" To the pauper as well as the million-
aire, Lister has made surgical relief
possible, by enabling even the humiblest
doctor in the most out- of-the-way
location, with the poorest too]'s, to de
excellent surgery.. Well appomted
hospitals, trained nurses, perfect ap-

pliances for surgical technique, are still -

most desirable, but they are no lonn'er
mdlspenS‘lb]e

'So common have become the actual

) \mrkmas of the surgical wethods in-

troduced by Mr. Lrster ‘that .we seem

to have known them always. The
doctrine of Listerism has cleansed everv

dirty hospital in the world, transfor nied -

tlxus ‘greatly. enlarging the.

‘erown - his

‘Those suffering . from |

every surgeon, and made careless doc~
tors a byword and disgrace.

The same-principle has entered inte-
the  studies of all vital processes,
whether morbid or physiological. If
microbes make inflammation in wounds
and after surgical operations, what may-
they not do in the several diseases in-
fecting the human‘body ? " Hence the-
study “of these diseases from the stand-
point of Lister—the action of germs
upon. the vital processes.. Patho]ony
is growing richer daily by the studies
thus stm)u]a.ted and it is-hoped that.
therapeuntics will evolve some method:

-of checking the devastatxon .of these -
‘ myrmds of gernms,

In its details, Lister’s work has beexx
areatly modified by himself and his.
fellow-workers, but its general . prin-

" ciples seemed rooted in genuine truth,.

destined to remain while present laws,
forces and. germs remain as. now.
Medicine has' enrolled among its.
worthies’ many who have contrlbutetk
greatly to its advancement ; but among
them all, Lister occupies a proud posi-
tion, and as passing years make more’
and imore available his work for suffer-
ing humanity, so will increasing honor
mémory. This is Lister’s
monument, “that in the hands of every
surgeon he multiplied many -fold the:
power of his art.”

Had Mr. Lister, when the ereat
truth of aseptic surgery dawied upom
him, opened « small hospital and done
his work by himself, what enormous-
financial rewards might not have been
his! His work would have -demon-

-strated to the laity that he possessed a.

power. which all other surgeons ]acked

grave surgié: I
affections would have sourrht relief at.
his hands. Money “to them would
have been no object; and’ the results

‘would have sent others similarly afflict-

ed. So without any effort his little
hospital would have grown to a large
one, the ]'u'rre one beeu doub}ed or
quadrupled, until no group of. hospxtﬂe
would have contained so many- patxent:



