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Amylens, a condensed historyof its discovesy as an anesthetic agent,
Translated and abridged from the Revue de Thérapeutique.

Anzesthesia i8 a conquest which will endure notwithstanding the acei-
dents which now and then cccur to surgeons. But yesterday this me-
thod counted two agents, sulphuric ether, now seldom nsed, and chloro-
form, :slmost universally adopted. A third is now being tried.

On account of the deaths which bave occurred during the use of in-
haltionin the hospitals of London, and which seem to have been more
numerous there than elewhere, the English physicians have cagerly
sought for a substance less dangerous than chloroform, 2nd one of tbem‘
Drr, Snow, has arrivced at a result in the discovery of the amuesthetic pro-
perties of araylene which merits be‘ng recorded.

Dr. Swow after many experiments upon animals, after having respir-
ed the vapors of amylenc himself, decided to cmploy it upen man. The
10t Norember, 1856, he employed it for the extraction of teeth in two
young persons fourtecn years of age. In these cases he was not perfect-
Iy succesful, but from what he had observed he felt authorized in cont-
nuing hisexperiments, and so on the 4th of December he used it upon
four new patients with complote success. The 18th of December it was
again employed in some more severe cases; aud in one, operated upon
by Mr. Fergusson for fungus of the testicle, and in another, op:ra-ed up-
on by Mr. Bowman for the removal of tumors in the region of the grom
and in two cases of section of tendons, The 27th of December, Mr. Snow
used it in the case of a young girl three years and a balfold. She breath-
ed the vaporsfor two minutes only, She did nat give the least munifos-
tation of pain, and awoke at the very moment that the oparator finished
the section of the tendons of the museles of the foot.

January 8rd, Mr. Fergusson operated upon thre. patients subjected to
the vapors of amylene. In one a rhinoplastic operation was to be com-
pleted. The inspiration continued six minutes. It was observed that
the amylene produced less rigidity and less convulsions than chloroform
admivistered u few days Lefore.

January 7th, Mr, Henry Lee employed amylene upon a young girl
whose thigh he wasto amputate. The ansesthesia was maintained during
the whols of the operation,—three ounces of amylene were employed.
The young patient felt no pain and was very well afterwards. The same
day Mr. Fergusson operated upon three patients under the ansthetic
etfect of umyiene. In all the anmsthesia was obtaited in two or three
minutes, In two the intelligence was not completely abolished.

Mr. Tyler Smith, surgeon to St. Mary’s Hospital, has employed amy-
lene with success in accouchments. Upon the approach of each pain, be



