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in only 8 ouit of G3. Fiuriher investigations have also sihown, liat i
thourgh, as observed by iMM. Louis and Bizot, it is moitst frequiet. 1
ly found in persins who auve died of plthisis, and iii ieinalis, il
uiso occurs in tiose who ihave sunk fioîn otl.er ciroic diseuses, r
aid in btoth1 sexes.

li the whole of 'Ite cases in whichlt ti' granltiar iease of li
kidnivs occurred as a complicaton if pntisis, the itubercle hi
softeîîcd, and given rise to caiveris-in 3 instances in oie ing
oily, in the remtaiiniig 5 in bioth. t

In 4 cases, lthere cxisted iore or less extensive reccnt pnienanit-
IC condeunsation in one or loti lunîgs, and in 2 tie pitutra was
ailso found covered by recent imebranons exudalions, îid ils sac
contained sero-purutlent tluid. Li a 5th case tlitre existed copii
ous nuco-pturitient secretiion mt thte brnîchial tubes, ni

d 
the mîî-î.

cous membrane was mîtuci inycted. Ti 7 cises the soitary and
aggregate glands in the iniestines were tubhereois, and the
rîticouts membranc inore or less extensivey utlcertied, and ii o
of these tIhre was also recent puitonunits, thou ino perforatiîu oi 1
th canal was detected.

Iii on case, there wvas extensive ramoliset of the cenitral
parts of the bratin, coinectced witl paralysis, first affetg te i
right side of the body, and sub'eq]uciitly lu -ides.

u one case, there was disease of tie mitral valve, with hyper-
trophy, and dilatation of the ieart.

In 6 cases, the serouts sacs containcd imore or less flinid, and the
celhillar membrane was ædemnatous- ..

in 2 or 3 cases, the fatal event was ushcred it Liv delirmiin
and comta, and mnigtit bc regarded as directiy res:.ting from
the ipiterfect pierfriiaince of the ftrctions of the kiditevs.

We sec, therefore, that the supervention of the renal disease
duriiig the progress of puniionary consinption, both by the great
liability wlich it indtces Io inflamination of ithe parenclhvnatons
viscera and scrous sacs, and also by the direct efi-et of the ele-
ments of the arrested renal secretion, tends very materially
to add to the severity, and iasten the progrcess of te puiitî-i
ary' disease.-Lumdori anti Edinburgh Mouthly Journal Med.
Sci., Aîtg., 1845.

REMARKS ON SCARLATINAL DROPSY.
Bi GoLDING BIRD, A.M., M.D.

[The followintg nay be taken as a sample of the appear-
ances ustally presented by a child labourinug under scaria-
tinal dropsy. The patient is attacked, say a fortnight be-
fore, vith scarlatina, the eruption subsides in a week, and -
the ehild seens doing well, but afterwards effusion into the
abdomen makes its appearance, vhich spreads to the ex-
tremities ; face 'vaxy and puffed, pulse quick and feehle,
urine dingy and coagulable, and the surface of the body is
dry, smooth, and cold. The treatment is very simple. 'The
patient must be dresseil in flannels, kept in bed and have
hot bath every night, and taie in x. vin. ant. tart. and
in x. syr. papav. in Siii aqua. ammon. acet. every four
hours, and gr. iiiss p. ipecac. com, c. gr. v. hyd. cum cret.
every night, and afterwards, when the ilema has subsided
and the urine is improved, 3j vin. ferri three times a day.

The causes by which Sdema and congestion of the kid-
neys are produced in some cases of scarlatitîa are not very
evident. As, however, it occurs chiefly amonzst the loi-
er classes, who are so extremely negigent in the matter of
cleanliness, there can be no doubt tiat the most serious ex-
citing cause is the non-establishment of free perspiration
after the disappearance of the rash. This non-performance of
the cutaneous functions must induce renal congestion,
whence the evils caused by inference with the duties of
these important organs of depuration. The warm bath,
with a large bran, or linseed-meal poultice to the lois, is
generally sufficient to relieve the renal congestion occuring
in these cases in children.

If due care were taken to restore the functions of the
skin after scarlatina, by the use of warm baths and flannel
clothing, the resulting dropsy wotld be very rare. Yet in
Dr. Bird's opinion this is by no means to be regarded per
se as the real cause of these effects ; but rather that the
want of a freely perspiring surface, by determining the

)lood to the kidneys especially, places the patient iii tIe
nost favotrable condition for the development of the eflects
of the unexhausted poison of the pre-existing disease. To
endler this clearer, he lays down in an aphoilstic forn the
acts recoL-neizel in connection with the development of the
lisfCasp in qutestion.]

1. 'llie anosarca does not appear during the existence of
he rash.

.. The sequ ehe, which do not depend on local rnischief
abutt the tihroat, istially appear aboit Ils end of the first
Wveek after the recession of dhe rash, rarely before, and not
often after tits period.

3. The frequenev of their occurrence is in the inverse
ratio of tlic vividity% of the r'tsh.

4. The uritir conltains certain of the elements of the blood
(albumen and red particles,) witih a contsiderable ininher of
ame organic g obuîles

5. 17hie bloorl contains some of the elements of urine, as
proveid hy the existence of urca iii it, as well as in the se-
cretions derived from i t.

6. Ana!o.;onis effects, although looked for, have not heen
observed on tle recession of other exanthens, as measles
and small-pox nor iii cntaneous affections in whicih free
perspiration muist he checked, or greatly lessened, as in
lepra, psoriasis, chronic eczema, &c.

Adnittinîz that the foregoing propositions are fully borne
out hy past experience, we cannot fail to recognize the af-
fection under consideration as something peculiar, and bear-
ing a delinite relation to the poison of scarlatina, and not asý
the result of a mere imnpaired state of the function of the
skin.

There can scarcely be a question of the, at least, conven-
tional accuracy of the old opinion, n1ow lately revived, of'
scarlet fever beiig essentialiy a disease of the circilating
fluid ; that in fact the peciliar poison of scarlatina, when it
affects an individual, plays the part of a ferment, deranges
the healthy condition of the blood, acting as a poison ns et-
fectually as if directly injected in a palpable and visible-
form loto the blood vessels. Hence scarlatima, like variola,
rubeola, glanders, &c., is regarded as a zymotic affection.
A person. then, who is innocilated, no matter in what way,
with this septic poison, after a peiod oftime, which has not
been satisfactorily determined, becomes the subject of the
well-known svmptoms of scarlet fever. During this peiod
of incubation there can be no question but that the effects
of the poison are itlutencimg the system at large, so that no
tissue or secretion of the body can be said altogether to,
escape compietely its maligiant infuence. The restult of
thiseffect of the poison is a great determination of blood to-
wards the cutaneous anti mucous surface, shewn by the
characteristic rash covering the former, and the injected
etythistmtic state of the latter. Many of the glandular
structures also partake of this congestion, as is generally
shewn in the throat by the inflamed( and swollen tonsils:
and sub-maxillary glands. If the exanthem be vivid, and
its eruption copions, nothing occuring to check its full
development, or arrest its course, the effects of the poison
become, accidents apart, exhansted, desquamation of the
cuticle occurs, and convalescence results. But if, on the
other hand, some irreguliarity takes place in the normal de-
velopment of the effeets of the scarlatinal poison, and its
elimination by the surface is prevented, the patientmay ap-
parently convalesce for a tme satisfactorily ; but the poison
not being ail excreted or destroyed, some of the 1 ecognized
after-effects result. Even if the powers of the patient are
sufficient to enable him to combat successfully the effects
of this relict of the poison, a check given to the re-establish-
ment of the cutaneous transpiration by too early an exposure
of the influence of alterations of temperature will be
sufficient to prevent the due excretion or decompositioi of
the remainiig mcteries mtorbi, and one or other of the ail-
nients before alluded to are ushered in.


