
EXCELSIOR.

ADVERTISING.

We hear it said every day that welvei poresv
age, an age of wonders, unsurpassed by any period of the
world's history. Eývery newvspaper -and magazine lu Our land
de votes pages to the lxistory of the latter part of the last cen-
tury, telling ils of the inarvels science has wvroughit, and the
facilities created for the better enjoyinent of if e by ail classes
of mn. Yes, we are proud of this age of ours. It is differ-
ent froni ail other agres. XVho can but wonder at and ap-
preciate the great inventions wvrought by brilliant intellects
during the last decade or two ? Who but adires the states-
mnen wvho have devoted thceir energies and thieir lives to -the
eradiction of abuses which, in the beginning of the nineteenth
century pervaded the constitutional domiains of inost colin-
tries ?

But everything changes. Tinie continually brings before
us new circuniistances and iiew conditions. No sooner are
abuses and impositions swvept awvay, aiid defects rexnedied,
than fresh ones arise before us, and hience wve inust alwvays he
on the watch, lest, instead of advancing, we retrogyrade. And
onc of the questions that should deinand the attention of Our
legisiators is that prevalent and public practice o ' fraud
carried on ini the newspapers by inaans of advertising

We are xîot axvare that this question bas ever been dis-
cussed in the press-to, inany papers a conscientous con-
sideration of it would be repugnant,-Put the fact, that so
inuicli Il il]-gotten goods " is being'' obtained in this inanner by
individuals and companies, as to ...onstituite it a menace to the
use of newspaper advertising as a legitimnate nieans of further-
ingy one's business or enterprises, should induce our best
papers to caîl attention to the inatter.

Thiere are nunierous individuals and coxupanies in the
United States and somne parts of Canada wvho enrich theni-
selves solely by the sale of spurions articles, a sale whichi is
faciliated. to au aliinost incredible extent by nicans of exten-
sive. uewspaper advertisiing,. And the mnanagers are wvell


