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SCHOOL EXAMINATIONS.

11Iodel School.

A Gala Day foi, Bright-Eyedl Lilile People-The P- zes and
)lecipicnts.

Closing day to the average youn g Canadian in Mon treal,
as xvell as elsewhere, is an era in school history neyer to
lie forgotten. For more than one reason, it is made at
otîce joyous, impressive and sorrowful ; for there is thec
flow of gtadniess to the hieart of the school-boy of tender
years,' if lie hias fulfilled the taskis imposed uponi hlm
duringr the termi; gratification that lie haspleased teachers
and friends;- pride that his efforts have been crownedi
with success and rewarded by a suitable acknowledgment
f rom the scliool authorities. There is a feeling, Iîowever,
that cannot hielp weighing with the boy who, gifted with
perhaps more than ordinary talent, lackied application
necessary for success, and failed for that reason, and
whiclî iimpresses hlm, at least for the moment, with the
resuit of his ncglect. There is withial a sadness about the
final close of the year's exercises that tinges with sorrow
even the Joyous carol of the young voices tliat well up
iu the school songs-harmonious evidence of the power
of training experienced in the past term. It makes itself-
more manifest, however, when Il God Save the Queen "
brings the exercises to a- close, and the moment arrives
for the parting of classmats-many of whoîn leave
school to enter life's battle, and experience te flrst
struggle withi wind and tide which follow childhood's
days s0 closely in the aftdr school life, that one neyer
knows where it began until school- boy days become thxe
thieme of full-grown men, well Up in years, who may
meet in the course of events and retail the loved expe.
rience. 'rhe parting with the sehool teacher, and lthe
head masters and principal too-all uniite to throw the
slightest tinge of discomfort around the parting, and as
the handshaking goes on, and pupil and teacher meet for
the last time, the discipline of the school. hour and its
consequences are alike buried, and in many cases tears
dimn the bright eyes and course down the ruddy cheek of
the littIe one, and the teachier often cannot help the
moisture xvhich xviii makes itself feit as some littie favo-
rite bids the good-bye that is to be farewell, perhaps
forever. But this is flot for long. The vision of relaxation
in the long holiday hias its enticipated delight botli for
the teacher and scholar ; and" if the latter forget the
parting sorrow almostin the same instant itis experienced,
it is ail the better so. But to the closing day.

IN THE MORNING,

the examinations were commenced at ten o'ciock, and
carried on under the supervision of Principal Hicks. A
number of visitors-friends and parents of the children
-were present, and the programme was carried out in a
manner highly creditable to Principal Ilicks and the
efficient corps of teachers connected with the school.
Under the direction of Professor Fowler the pupils sang
a numiber of school songys very nicely, and the examina-
ion being concluded, the children were dismissed-to

meet again in the afternoon Vo witncss the award of
prizes to successful scliolars.

IN THE AFTE11NOON,

a large numbet' of spectators was presetit, the hall being
crowded s0 that scarce standing rooin was obtainable.
Present on the platforrn wcre Dr. Dawsonx, in the chair,

PicplHicks, Mr. Frank Hlicks, Professo wlrad
Misses Derrick anîd Murray.

Principal Hicks liaving called the chidren Vo order,
said that lie would noV detain the eager littie people
around liti wiLh an dddress of any length. Thiey had
now met for Vhe purpose of ciosing the School, as xvas
usual at this season annually. lie must say that lie
xvould like to sec more of the parents and friends of the
children present at the examination of the young- people
in the morning, but accepted VIe presence of the large
number there in the afternoon to witness the distribution
of the prizes as evidence that the parents were welt
satisfled xvith the nianner in which the examinations
were carried on, and showcd their confidence iii the
principal and Leachers by preferring, to stay away fromn
the înorning examinations and showv by their presence at
the distribu Lion of prizes in the afternoon that they appre-
ciated the labors of those wvho had thc education of the
children ini charge. {Applause.) 'Fhe principal further
briefly alluded to the utility of the school, not oxîly in
affording education for te young people but also as the
means of sendiîîg Lo the Normal Scho ol students who
after going hhroughi the preparatory training there
afforded, werc of gx'eat service in 'Jisseminating knowv.
ledge thirougîout the Province as Leachers of otîers. lie
would nowv withi mucli pleasure introduce to Vhem the
chairman of the afternoon, Dr'. Daw son, who would
announce the programme.

Dr. Dawson said that lie xvas glad to sec so many of the
chidren before Iilm, and proceeded to carry out the pro-
gram me, rcquesting Miss Derrick to read the list of those
entitled to prizes in the junior and intermediate divisions.
The prizes were distributed Vo the juniors and interme-
diate classes by Dr. Dawson, after which the girls of the
Junior Division sang IlFear Not but Trust in Providence,"
in a style that only littie girls' voices are capable of, Pro-
fessor Fowlcr accompanyin g on the pianoforte. 'Mi,. F.
Hlicks and Miss Derrick then called up tle remaining
divisions, and after tue prizes lad been prcsented, a reci-
tation xvas well given by one of the boys :-Il Edinburg
after Flodden." A littie girl about 12 years old from the
advanced class g ave a comic rendition of IlCounting
chickens befoî'e the y are hiatchied." 'rThe advanced class of
girlis hiaving given an excellent piece of vocalism.

Dr. Dawvson arose Lo close te proceediing's. 11e cxpressed
in a fcw words the pleasure everything had given hlm,
and advised the chiîdren who were now closing, their
studies for the season, flot to forget tatLthey could devote
mucli of their ime Vo useful oblects and sLLý' lxave plenty
ieft for recreation. He adviscd the pu pls of the ad vanced
classes especially to improve and open their minds 1 -1
reading books that were capable of affording much infi-
mation Vo them-not liglit trashy readiog, but such as
wvouid be of service Vo Otheni in titeir studies next year.
One thing lie wishced to say Vo thc boys xvas that the
school authorites had arranged that liereafter, boys il
the liguier er departments could comipete iii the Univer-
sity for the degrec of B. A., a distinction xvhich wouid be
of muchi service.Vo Vhem in after life ; hie lioped that the
day ivas not far distant when the saine thing xvould be
donc for the young ladies as well. The advantages aflorded
pupils for access to te Normal School were alluded ho,
and Dr. Dawson mentioned the fact that the Dufferil
Medal liad Vhs year been Vaken by a former pupil of te
school, and that last year the Princes of Wales' Medal
was also akien by an old schooi-lèllow of theirs. Dr-
Dawson f urther wisled the pupils to i nforru their f ' ids
that Vhis afteinoon !(Friday) would lie te occas , 011
whicl those who liad passed successful examinai lis as
as eachersà wouid lie awardcd titeir diplomas. IL was VO
te exertions of those young people training 'as teacliers

that those before him owed much of their proficien .~
and their parents would certainly manifest their inte.Cst
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