504 BMISSIONS IN ALASKA. [Juiy

All the natives north of the Aicutian Islands are Eskimo, with theyr
peculiar customs and habits of life.  Their dwellings are built partly
underground ; the upper part resembles an inverted bowl with a hole at the
top for light and air. The one entrance is so small that a person ust go
in and out on hands and knees. - In these huts from ten to twenty persuns
live most of the ycar. They are lighted and heated by oil lamps, I
any one unaccustomed to this kind of life, the foul air and offensive odors
would Le intolerable. A raised platform serves as the sleeping place for
all the occupants of the hut, cach person having his assigned place, and
like sardines in a Lox they huddle together under deer-skins for warmth,
They have no tables or chawrs, and cat from the floor withont Luives,
forks, or spoons. Their food is mostly whale meat and skin, walrs,
deer, and birds, all usually caten uncooked ; whale and scal oil are ihejr
principal drinks.

They are an industrious people. The men are kept busy hunting and
fishing. The women are usually good sewers, especially of skins. Buth
sexes dress very much alike, in shirts, pants, and boots made of skinse
Ir disposition they are cheerful and affectivnate. They are exccedingly
superstitious.  This the skamans, or docturs, encourage for gain ard infe.
ence. Thay never visit 2 grave after a body has been buried.  They ape
slaves to tobacco, both sexcs using it freely. They chew ard rechew it,
until wo taste is left, and then it is dried and smoked.  In worals they are
not much above the animals, though they are usually excmnplary in ther
marricd relations, or rather they were until the whalers introduced rum
and whiskey among them, for which they scem willing to sell Lody ard

soul.
When will Christian nativns prevent the manufacture and szle of these

vile and sonl-destroying intoxicants ?

QOu the mainland north of the Aleatian Islands the Moravian Church
have established their missions along the course of the Kuskokwim apd
Nushagak rivers. Their missionary society sent out in the swmmer o
1885 Revs. W. II. Weinland and J. H. Kilbuck with their wives, and
also a carpenter.  They began work at what is known as the Bethel Mis
sion on the Kuskokwim River. The carpenter was drowned, and these
two couples, the young ministers fresh from the seminary, were lefi &
build their hume and prepare for the rigar of an Aretic winkerashs
they could. The story of their struggles and thedr successes is intens’s
interesting.  In 186 the Carmel Mission was opened on the Nushaml,
and additional missionaries were sent to care for it and otlier out-statvs
which they have since cstablished.  There are four in all, with severie:
missivnaries.  This is a hard field, Tt it is worked with the usualas
and sel-denial of the Moravian missiomaries, and they have evidzl
gone there to stay.

Immediately north of the above mission flows the great Yuken Riee
along whose bauks the Episcopal Church legm its work in 1887, abwhi




