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hustings, in company with more than one
-onfederate of questionable character, failed
to secure the victory for their party. It is
time that Ministers in general, and the
Prime Minister in particular, should be
reminded that they are entrusted with
the honour as well as with the interests
of the country. A moderate amount of
mis-government and jobbery, if carried
on with decency, would be preferable to
the injury inflicted on national character by
some scenes at the late elections. We
doubt whether anything so bad ever oc-
curs in the United States. If Conservatism
in this country means anything, it means the
maintenance of the respect due to Govern-
ment; but the respect due to Government
cannot be maintained, unless the members
of the Government will do their part. That
self-degradation, either on the part of public
men, or of the press, is necessitated by the
character and tastes of our people is, we are
persuaded, an unfounded notion, if it is not
a mere pretence. The necessity may be
created, but at present it does not exist.
In the late elections corruption was only
too efficacious; but ruffianism, we are con-
vinced, only recoiled upon those who were
guilty of it.

In the loss of San Juan, we have drunk the
last drop of bitterness which can flow, for the
present at least, from the Treaty of Wash-
ington. It is idle to deny the gravity of
this decision, or to attempt to conceal from
ourselves the fact that it may impair the
value of British Columbia as a Province of
the Dominion. But like the decision on the
Alabama Claims, it was, in effect rendered
inevitable by the Treaty, and there is no
ground for impeaching the impartiality of
the avard. On the other hand, the evident
eagerness to condemn Great Britain exhi-
bited by certain of the Judges, in the Gen-
evan arbitration, warns us that Great Bri-
tain, in going before European arbitrators,
is going before enemies or rivals, while the

complications, is sure of meeting with neu-
trals at least, and will often neet with par-
tisans.

The Treaty of Washington, construed with
reference to its real intent, can hardly be
regarded as an instance of international ar-
bitration, or as proving anything for or
against that mode of settling the differences
of nations. It was, in fact, a purchase by
England of peace at the close of a moral
var, caused by the depredations of the Ala-

bama and her consorts, the fisheries dispute,
and still more, by the sympathy exhibited
for the South by certain classes in Great
Britain and the colonies. The price paid was
the pre-arranged condemnation of Great
Britain to the payment of damages for the
Alabama, the equally pre-arranged adjudica-
tion of San Juan to the United States, and
certain concessions with respect to the Fish-
ery and other rights of Canada, the exact
import of which is the subject of violent con-
troversy among the organs of our party
press, but, in fact, yet remains to be seen.
As to the arbitrators, they were something
like the sugar-tongs which the old Scotch-
woman held in her hand for politeness' sake,
while she took up the sugar through them,
in primitive fashion, with her fingers. A
smouldering quarrel which, though the
Americans never intended to go to war,
might have been fanned by any chance gust
of wind into actual hostilities, has thus, we
trust, been finally extinguished ; and we are
ready to recognize the value of this result,
and to give the British Ministers full credit
for having done what they sincerely be-
lieved to be best for the Empire as a whole,
and for Canada as a part of it. However
high may be the spirit of our people, and
however willing they may be to share the
fortunes of the mother country in war(though
they can contribute nothing to her regular
forces), it is obvious that our exposed situa-
tion must always be an element in her coun-
cils on our behalf ; and that we must be
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