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(Ihairnian,

Mr. Wickeîs, have voit somiet Ii g tot sa, (it titis sui jert?

Mr. Wickens,

Frotn wat hlas Iteen said to-liglit it seenis tot show titat te
steaîîi l(oomoitive is doonîed. It looks iw; titougli the day
twill ((>10e alien w e %%ili have ciectric railiroads ojut antd out.
In fact it sitows the elertrir locomtitve as lîeiîg molure efficient
than the stealo locomotive, aitose aeiglit lias titcreamtd >o motult
thal it is difficuit ta keep) the tracks iît repati utoder its a eiglt.
The slarting of trains is very liarîl on ali parts of the stealli
locomoîitive, but front relports oit thew cuîipirison ofi thle twao

loooitivest in titis tutnnel (t ai g inmt o corisideratjoli lthe grade
of 2 lier cent.) it shoa s conciiîsiv cv IlitI îiiiy oif lthe troules
whicii have been conne(ted aith It ie stealin loviotive, hatve

been elntinated, entirely by the tise of lthe electrie loctmtiive.
Besides titis, the cost of operation serins tt lie reduret h a great
extent, andi perhaps lthe rost lias not iecît reiiuied yet am fur
iL.S it na, lie, lFor instance, tliev are using the turbinîe a itit
superlieated steani. 1 tliink it is safe lu it av, huit it uvîuld give
better steanm ectîiniy in the ceti, if tliev uiset rcii pîttinîg
engînes andu put in lowv pressutre tuirines, iic:tse moture steali

would gel cîinverted inlto minetianirai a îrk liciter tha liaiiiY
othier a ay. It is qîtite likclv t hat thle cost tof otîerttion tif t lis
plant maould he consj(lcratlY redîtet if the stealît eqîîuient
was I îîiit in t ual part ic ular ma aN in tit uatltiic Ti'iitas
far as the electric coinstructiton tif tîtese ltocomotîtives is conîerîtcd,
the tise of tue alterîiating turrent iti sinîgle phase. they have
reached practically tue desideratinm as fariK a ae knoa.

'rhey have also guI iii tif nany tif lthe trotubles councteul
with the direct torrent, antI tiicy have aîlii 1ied tue systein am
used for long distances. When ytii usc lte allerîîating tuirrett
at high voltage, you can send it a loînger distance on a smnalier
wire wiliî a less droip,

We may expert tao see ail locomotives, iîî tinte, ro> lîy
eiectricily, unless Edisont giveti us mometlîing better. Htiw-
ever, when we a-ere bioys we thîîughl lthe elettric liglît watt anî
imrpossiliilily. Then again ave are nov eeing the wireless
telegcam flashed across the ticean. Now Ihese things seenied
ta lts, years, ago, just as impo>ssile as a hat Edison is lî'w
trying la do-get power froîn citaI direct. Nuiw tuat the
eleetrificaltion of the St. Clair tunnel has proved perfectiy sut-
cessful, it wili be only the fore-cîttner of alther tiiinp amt nar-
vellous along Ihese uines.

1 wiil flot take up your tinte regartliîg lthe ctonstruction tif

these locomotives, as 1 do flot know aîîything abtout them.
However, 1 feel that 1 would like ta spend a day oit one tif theni.

M


