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 In one of these moads, you may porhaps remember the day 1
went with you to church; feelng I know not how, hke a sort of
marked man, ax if all cyes werc upon me. 1 was, howover, sume.
what lutled by the deep melancholy music of the organ, and had
bogun to feel a sort of calm steal over my epinits, when suddenly
my attenfion was directed towards Sir James Momford's seat
and there werc the four chddren dressed i their deep mourning,
and the servants in mourning too ; but no governecss nor any ono
with them, but those very domestied, :\gamg whose tender mescics
their poor mother had so carnestly cntreuted me to protect them.
What could 1do? I retnrued home carly, op some pretence of
professional duty, and, for that day, and the next, was lost to my-
self and cvery one berides”

Tho narrative of Frederick Bond had been strictly correct o

far an related to the state of s own feclings.  How far he was
justificd in beheving that his wife could actually have saved lim
jrom the gulf into which he was plunging, must in this, as in many
other cases, remain a matter of doubt, Tt is, however, an almost
invariable rule with thoge to whom intemperance has become the
provailing malady of their lives, when they take a retrospective
view of their own conduct, ts asecrt, and probubly to beheve, that
some other mode of behaviour on the part of those with whom they
were associated, could have rescued them from final and wretricy.
nble ruin. It s, perhaps, not often that men comnplain of their
wives for keeping silence in such cases.  Speaking too much, or
rather with too hittle regard to fitness of time and manner, is a far
mote frequent cansc of offence.
« From ihus crror Eleanor Band was singalarly exempt, but her
pumsluinent was not the leso, that her fault consusted 1 an opposite
cxtreme of eonduct.  She, too, could have told her story of the
last five years; but ber altered countenunce spoke for her—and
n that, what a lstary wae written!  Gradaal had been tho fal.
ling away, of herself, her famaly, and of onc sho loved better than
harself, from that high station in the world’s csteem, which she
had pnzed abovo ull carthly possesstons.  Her husband had pas.
red that lme of demarcation which the world appunts for the
boundary between what 1t sanctions and what it condemns; and
consequcently. first one fricad had forsaken hun, and then another,
and a eart of stigma had hecome atiached 1o s character, while
Ins okl companions congratulated themsclves upon their safety—
just within that lne, from whenee they could laugh at jus down.
fall, and d-~spise his shame,

Eleanor was keen!s ahve to the injustice and the injury wineh
Ler husband suffered from those who hud once been nost eohei.
tous to culnivate his fricndship ; but she had alse deeper causce jor
suffering than any wlich this world alone could infict.  She had
reje. cd tho counsels of the oniy friend who had cver cvinced a
reul interest in her eternal happiness; she had resisted the warn.
mgs of her own consaence; und she scemea to be sinking deeper
and decper into a state of perplexity and distresg, frors which no
human aud could save her.  She had been vain in her ambition,
and misguided in her judgment ; but she was not hardened against
conviction, nor obstinate in her adherence to preconceived opin.
1ons, Her father's death, which occured soon afier the partner.
ship between her b sband and Mr. West had been dissolved, while
it placed in her pos..ssion a2 sum of *moncy bharely sufficient to
sccure h  aclf and her children from absolute want, was an cvent
which had considerablo cffect in changing the state of her heart
with regard to her temporal and spintual views ; and thus she had
become gradually an altered character, learning, in the school of
afftiction, thosc important lessons which prospenty and indulgence
had utterly failed to teach,

It was chicfly at her desire, for her husband was becomm
recklese of every thing, that they had left their natve place, an

——

ecttled in a sinall country villuge, whero they had been inforined
by Mr. Weet thero waus an opening for a professional man ;
though ccrtainly the practice which this pluco ufforded, was of a
very, humble and limited kind, when compared with what Freder.
wck Bond m his hupper doys had been qualified to undertake.

In « picturcsque hut bumble cottuge, situsted in the outskirls
of this village, thev fixed thor abode, Iiving in the utmost simpli.
city, and yet endeavoonng to cultivate the respect und good will
of thuse around them, by miking the best uppearance their fallen
fortuues would allow,

It could have been un casy matter forfFrederick to have secured
to humself the entire practice of this village and its neighbourhood ;
but here agam fresh tuals awaited lus wife, who had the mortifs
cation of eccing that first one, und then another of the best fami.
lics around them, were becoming acquainted with her husbond’s
habits, and conscquently calling sn other medical assistance; so
that, in the courec of little more thun one year, nonc but the pau.
pers of the parish were left to his skill or hie attention.

Elcanor had fondly hoped, thut, surroundcd by new scenes, and
influenced by different associations, her husbund would be induced
from all he had felt and suffered, to begin his hfe afresh, and to
let this changc in hss ciccumstances be the commencement of bet.
ter hopes and brighter prospects for the future.  She had prepar-
cd herself, and was endeavouring to preparce her children, for the
sacrifice of every pecuniary indulgence. She had already borne
the loss of friends, and the altered aspect of society towards her.,
scif and her husband ; but the principle of hope, sl:{l strong within
her breast, now pointed to what was more cssentially desirable,
and she penaaded horsel( thay, deprived of so much of eastnly
congolation, her husband would now scek tho mare cumestly to
Iny hold of that which the world would not be sble to take away,
What foundation she had for tlns hope, it would have been diffi.
cult to say, cxcept that she prayed fervently thut it might be re.
alized; and while the object of her anxicty cared not to pray for
lumeclf, she ceased not from her earncst supplications that he
might yet be suved, even theugh 1t imght scem to be in spito of
himself,

In the mean time, Ficderick Bond was fast losing tho powerof
resistance against evil.  His nerves, as he had described them,
werc indeed shattered, and lus imagnation was almost always filled
with phantoms of horror, with spectres which he suught to subduo
by the very mcans which called them into life. By such means,
however, he was enabled to purchase occasional scasuns of forget.
fulncss, and, what was worse than all to lus wife, he purchased
also z kind of falsc and unnatural excitement ; under the influ.
ence of which, Ins puerile jests, his aimlces tucks, his vague and
heartless merniment, were more difficult to witness with patience
and forhearance, thzn even the gross sleep, and mere animal ex.
1stunce, which occupied the greater portion of his time.

It would have appeared to a stranger, a tack of difficult attain.
ment to love such & man; but well has it been said, that * lure
is strong as death ;” and well has it been proved by the experience
of woman, that love can surcive the death of pride—of confidence
—of hope—of all, in short, which in its carlicr stages of existence,
cither combined :n 1ts creation, or administered to 1ts support.

‘I'he hopes of Elcanor Bond hnd been reduced to their Jowest
state, before the conversation tovk place which we have describ.
cd. But now a new bight seemed to burst upon her, for her bus-
band had, »f lus own accord, mado allusion 10 the subject that
was ever present to her thoughts.  Iicr Licart was consequently
open; and like some captive, whose hicagy chainsaroe just broken,
she believed that happincss, solid, substantiul happiness, would in-
evitably cnsue.  What was her disappointment, then, to find, that
though her husband would not unfrequently shed teaps at the reci
tal of her anxicty and suffering on his behalf, ho had in realit:
lost the power of feeling any thing acutely, or of entering waK
continued intercst, cven upon the most important concerns of Lifs.
He fully agreed with her in all her rc g, he listened (o all




