
Lying iii &a

wvhiicI îîeed to be answvcred separ-
ately, and at sorne length.

We do knowv tlîat most if not ail
of tiiese persouîages wvere originally
buried iii sepuichres of their own.

It is certain that marauders
grcev bold as the lawv grewv w'eak,
and that an organizcd systeni of
spoliation wvas carried on ahîîost un-
ciiecked in tue necropolis of Tiiehes.
StilI there wvas oiîe place iîîto vhîiciî
the tonîb-breakers lhac appareîîtly
îîot yet veiîturcd, niîaely, the Valley
of the Tombs of thec Kings. This
remiote and desolate gorge lies at
thîe back of the mîountain range
whilîi bounds the western plains of
Thebes. The wvay to it is long aîîd
wearisome. The gorge itseif is
not only a cul-de-sac, but it origi-
nally had no entrance. Likçe a
coral-reef atoll, it wvas cîîtircly sliut
in by mountain walls. Tlîrough
the lowest of thiese walls some
Pharaohi of old-prsunably Raxî:.e-
ses I.-causcd a passage to be
hewn, in order tiîat his sepuiclîre
nîiglît be prepared in the appalling
solitude wvithiîî. Incloscd by lime-
stone precipices calcined to a whlite
lîcat by the pitiless sun, shut away
from flhc breeze of the descrt and
tlie breath of the Nile, it is a place
utterly witlîout moisture, without
verdure, witliout life. Not a lichîen
relieves the sciîîtillating wvhiteness
of those skcleton cliffs. Nct a
lizard mîakes its home in their
crevices. In the palmy days of V'ie
new empire, wlîen tue treasury
overflowed withi the spoils of cmn-
qucst, and the Plîaraohs wverc as
gods, the base of the cliff s of the
upper end of the Valley of the
Sliadowv of Dcath becanie gradually
honeycombed wvitli subterrancous
palaces of enormous extciît aîîd ex-
traordin arv splendourof decoration,
in eachi of which a rnummicd kingr,Z
îvîth lus ams, his jewcls, lus il-
lumîinatcd papyrus, aîid ail his
fuîierary treasures, wvas walled up
for ever..

If wc turn back to tlic now hlf-
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forgottciî pages of l3clzoni, we
learn that the entrance to the tonîb
of Seti I., whien lie discovered it in
i819, wvas built up wvîth massive
miasonry, and hidden under a
cataract of debris f roin the cliffs
above. Beizoni broke throughi the
masonry, and fouxîd iîimself on the
tlireshold of a series of staircases
ani passages lcading to a dleep pit,
the wxalls of wvhich, likze the walls
of the preceding staircases and
passages, were covered wvifh texts
and illustrations from the Ritual.
ail exquisitely sculpture(l, covered
with a thin coat of cernent, ani
brilliantly coloured. One wvall of
this pit, however, despite the hiero-
giyphis an(l paintings upon its sur-
face, pi-oved to be mason's wvorkç, and
flot excavate(l rock. A breach wvas
made, and the entrance to a mag-
nificent hall wvas disclosed. Beyond
this lay a second hall. Then came
more passages, mnore chambers, a
third hall, and a vaulted saloon
containing tlic beautiful alabaster
sarcophiagus which is now in the
Soane M'useum.

Warned by the sacrilegious dceds
which hiad been donc among the
tomibs of their predecessors, the
priest-kings hiad made tlîeir own
last home, flot for spiendour, but
for security. To this end they
clected-apparently for the first
timie iii Egyptian history-to be
buried, generation after generation,
in one commnon sepuichre, it being-
obviously lcss difficuit to kzeep
guard over one cataconib (and that
cataconib on the Theban side of the
mouintain) than to kecp guard over
many. Thev were therefore laid
together i tiîis vault, the approach
to wv1ich wvas so xvell concealed
"that one mlighit have passcd it
twexîty times without obscrving it."

'1 uroughi ail the changes and ail
the ages tlîat followecl, it rcmained
undiscovered. The Etlîiopian, the
Persian, thc Grcck, the Roman, the
Arab, the Turk, conquered and
ravaged in turn, anîd stili the Pliar-
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