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tion. N\eariN, ail this, as wvel1 as
miuch more stili uncteared withini
the older parts, lias yet to be
broughit under settiement.

What lias been said of Canada
applies in a very highi degree to
Auistralia-that new commonwealth
lying beneath tlue Southern Cross.
'The area of this island continent
is about as large as tlîat of the,
United States, and the unorganized
districts are not only extensiv'e, but
favotired witlî suiperior naturai re-
sources. Australia, undoubtediy,
xviii vet support an enornious popu-
lation. The recent federation of the
several Provinces into one cominon-
wealth on lines ciosely resenibling,
those bvwhicl Canada becarne estab-
lishecl, gives prophecy and promise
of a noble development, anci marks a
further step towards the consolida-
tion of Britain's far-reaching Em-
pire.

A similar federation of the colo-
niiaI possessions iii South Africa,
which may be e.xpected to follow the
termination of the war. xviii forni
another link in the lengthening
chiain. ?L\Ir. Gladstone. is authority
for the statemient that " the founid-

ngof free-gyrowino- ai-d vigrorous
communities lias been a speciflc
part of the xvork providentially
assignecl to I3ritain." Whether or
îîot it be true that lier mission is to
colonize the world, a tremendous
field for action certainly axvaits lier.
The openingo- tp of these new-
sphieres. and the influx of immigra-
tion which is bouind to accompany,
miust resuit in an enormous expanl-
sion of trade and commerce, addincr
to the immense wealth of Britain s
Empire. anci serving to strengthen
and confirm its influence and power.

It may lue urze(l that the Unitedl
States is capable of stîstaining a
much gyreater population than shie
now lias. This is no doubt true,
but it must proceed nuainly fromi
consolidation, and as the pressure
of overcrowding increases, so, in
proportion will the tendency to

eigyrate sh ow itself, more especi-
aliy 'when adjoining tcrritory for
settlemient to the north. can be ha.vt
for the asking. Acco rding to offi-
cial returns, 15,500 immigrants
entered Canada from the United
States during i900, or more thavi
one-third of the total iirnig rationi
for the year. The fact is highly
significant, and goes to demonstrate
not oniy the conditions spoke;i of
in the eariier part of this article,
but also that to Canada's population
the American Republic xvill be a
considerable source of suppiy ini
(iays that are to come.

Reverting to the matter of the
disappearance of tlue public lands,
it may lie xeli to bear iii nind that
the United States lias a verv gyreat
extent of wvaste area. Taking whvlat
is calied tlîe tranls-MNississippi
relgion (comprising ail west of the
river bvthat namie) ,it lias beeîî esti-
mated tiiat there are 425,000 square
miles of useless lands, except iii s0
far as they may tturn out to be
nuineralized. In addition, abiout
65o,ooo square miles have no pre-
sent adaptation for anything other
than grazing.

Apropos of this an einient refer-
ence says: " Neyer bv any possi-
1)ility can the region of small rain-
faîl, and in large part of rugszed
mounltains, extending froni the first
belt of states beyond the Mvi.ýsis-
sippi to the beit lying directly on
the Pacific Coast, beconie a denselv
populated portion of the cotuntrv.>'*<

Certain it is that this wvide terri-
tory xvill neyer maintain the teemi-
ing millions that political optiniists
bave predicted.

'Fronii bier g-eog!raphiical position
chiefly, coupled witli unsettled areas
and unexample(l resources of forest
and field, mine and main. Canada
must he rezarded as the coming,
rival of the United States. Her
natural riches biave lhardlv vet been
touchied upon-ricbes, one sbould

* Encye. Brit. Amn. Ed. p. 819.


