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for it was the Lord ereated her body’
and sonl—ii washe who, out of his pure
gratuilogs merey, designed her from 2l
eternity to be e Motner o his only
Son.  When, therciore, she was hoe
noured for the first time as Mother of .
Hod, she very properiy broke ont into
expressions of gratitude and praise 3

eANb MY SPIRIT HAS EXULTED IN GOD

MY SAVICUR,

Behold a repetition of her delight and
joy. She first, with all the powers of
her soul poured out her gratitude to the
Almighty Father, and then a {orrent of
exultation burst forth from her bosom,
at the consoling thought 7 possessing
within her, the derived of sl ages and
nations, her Saviour and Redeemer.—
Who ean describe her ardent transports
at the time she uttered thess words *—
Who can conceive the ineffable union
which then subsisied between hor and
her Jesus? < And myv spirit Las ex-
ulted in God, my Saviour 7 But how
did sbe know that her spirit exulted in
God, her Saviour > Shelearned it from
the angel, when he declared, ¢ Thou
shali conceive, and bring forth a son,.
and thou shait call his name Juesus, vor
ke shall save his peopie from their
sins 27

Whilst oihers praised their Creator
on harps and organs, and otaer instru-
ments of musie—whilst several hymned
his praise with corporeal tongues, why
did Mary's most pure soul magnify the
Lord> Why did her epirit exuit in
God, her Saviour ? What was it caux-
ed her to be ennobled in such a man-
ner by heaven, that the assistancc of
the Holy Ghost became necessary for
her to return suitable thanksgiving ?—.
Learn it, © Christians!- with astenish.
wment. Let the proud be confoundedy,

: Crrep— e
at its reeital, and the humble rejoice.~—
It was

BECAUSE HE HAS REGARDED THEHUMI-
LITY © OF HIS I1aNDMAID |

Thus, though Mary was endowed
with every virtue to an emiuent degree,
vei we nnd that none was more  pleas-
ing to the Almighty than her humility ;
for it was in ronsequence of her humi-
ity he raisnd hor to the dizniiy of mo-
ther of God. O 1¢ Milowers of Mary !
lears tniz sublime vieine @ i ifvou do
not pessess if, your praversand yony
tears, vour fasting and wawching will be
ai no avail.  Uniess humility be the
foundation of vour virtues, the whele
superst:ueture w:li wlio e ground,
Unless your apparently goedl actions
spring froth humili'y, they shall be
chanzeq inlo  aelormed  viees—rthev
shali fade ws the tender flower whieh
droeps iis withered head, when iis root
i> nol waiered by the careful hand of
rhe sardencr.

¥OR BEHOLD ALL GENERATIONS SHALL

CALL ™ME BLESSED.

Here is a remarkable prophecy
which is literally veriiind to the present
day, and will continue to be fulfilled
until the consummation of ages. Por
has not the gospel light of salvation
heamed on cvery nation of the carth ?
And is it not there1ecorded, that « Mary
is blessed among women i Are not
the choiceet epiihets which language

# That the virtue of humility was here meant
by the Blessed Virgin, and not her lowliness or
abiection, is the opigion of most comimentetors,
2mongst whom are Origen, Rupertus, Veserab
Bade, St.. Bernard, St, .lldepbonsss,. Gassipp,
gx,rdinal Rugo, Dionysius, the Carthusian; &a.
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