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Atova all things cur Lord des res of ne, that we oo altoge-therself to hiave an absolute sway over the world,

ther perfect, 1o the end thut wy bo of one same sparit wiild

] .ring i
tomselt. Lot us look and see how far disisut wo are frum and sho support suﬁ‘crmas and crosses in such a

attat sy thes pownt.—3, Tuekesa.

The blessed father, Peter Faber,.the companion
of 5. lgnatiua ot Loyola, » man greatly esteemed by
S. Francis of Sales, uced to think on this, that
Almighty God greatly desires our spiritual ad-

manner, that she appeurs to herself no longer capa-
ble of fesling them, so sweet and light are they
unto her. The fourth wall, concluded the saint,
is the state of true and perfect union.

vancemet, to w hich end he made it his study to} f:lelif many SPG&l“i'\Si,Of Pﬁf"ﬁ%ﬁo", bl\,ll Leeoit practised
- '3 . w 13 03
goon always advancing, and never to let a day go s few; each one has his own ideas about 1t; eome make

by withaut making séme progress in virtue, by

it consist in simplicity of dreas, others in austerities ; somie in
alms deeds, others in frequenting the sacraments ; some in

which means he attained a great height of perfec-jprayer, others in passive contemplation, or in extruordinary

tion and a great reputation for sanctity, S. Paco

mius and S. Anthony used to admire the virtues of

graces ; but all equally deceiviog thesnselves, taking the
effacts for the cause, and the means for the end. I, for my
part, know of no otler perfection thau that which consists

others, to the end that they might be execited to}in Joving God with all aur heart, and our neighbour as our-

gain them themselves. ‘The venerable sister Ma-jselves He.who imapines to himself aun:her kind of perfec-

ry Villani, on the festival of 3. Franeis, for whom uou deceives himself, since the whole collection of the other
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she had a great devotion, had the following vision :

virtues without this love is but as a hesp of stones; und if we
Po not enjoy qaickly and perfectly this treasure of holy love,

The szint appeared to her, and conducted her to ajthe fault srisos from ourselves ; bacnuse we are 100 back-

lofty place, the most beautiful she had ever seen ; ward aud slow towaards God, and never end with devoting

in order t(; enter within, it was necessary to clim!; ourselves entirely to him as the saivrts did.—S. Francis or
3

over four very high walls, which, as the saint

Savzs,

declared to her, signified four degrees of perfec-| .Who does not see from this, that the perfection
uon. He made har olimb over the first wall,{of this same S. Fr.ancls of Sales, could not but be
in which she found great difficulty, and he told her|most true and sgblxme, seeing that his love towards
that this was the first degree of perfection, called|{God and his neighbour was so great and so pure ?
purity of coascience, which bordereth upon ange- The same also may be said Of'S- Viacent of Paul,
lical purity, when the soul becomes as a littie{and of many others. How truly admirable was S.
child of three or four years old, and enjoys a pure|Mery Magdalen of Pazzi, in these two respects;; to
and holy setenity, and does not ever think.ill of such a height had she arrived in the love of God,
the actions of others, nor cares to hear any thing that, not being able to resist the excessive ardours
of what does ‘nat belong to her proper condition, |of this divine fire, she was sometimes constrained

-every thing else appeuring to her foreign to her
purposes < {fl¢- then made her climb over the
secondinvally saying to her that he hath reached
the staté’of-pririty of ¢ouscience, is rendered capa~
ble of prayer and of true love, which is the insepa-

‘rable fruit of prayer; and here he discovered to

to coot her breast with linen cloths, soaked in cold
water ; and so great was her love towards her
ncighbour, that she desired and procured his good
iuch more than her own.

A1l perfoction ix founded upon two only principles, by attending

‘ber the qualities of the true lover, which are, to bejto which, if we fuifil tho daily dutios of our state of hfe, we shali
pure, simple, delached, and ﬁrm]y rooted ia thelasturcdly avive at the very height and fullness of it.  ‘The first 13
teuths of the one only God. who caunot communi- a most complcte contempt for all created things, and, aborve all,
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of ourselves ; from which contempt we mey derive in practice a

cate himself but to those souls which have thelcomplete dotachment and forsaking of all created things, both as to
. aforesaid purity Then he made her elimnb the the affections with a resolute determination of the will. and in rea-

tity when and where thore is 2 necesmity for that, and at the samo

third wall, which is that of the cross and of mortifi-{time, aboro all, 2 corapleto contentment and joy swhenever our
cation, say,ing to her that from purity and love|Lont deprises us of tho sense of his presence or of any thing else

ithe soul passes on courageously- to take up the

whatsoever. The sesond principle 13 o most lofty csteem of God,
wh.ch easily i3 acquired by considering with tho light of f2ith, how

icross on her own shoutders;.and- to be cracified j{ho is all-powerful, our chief good, our end, and that ho hath loved
and that.in order to arrive atthis‘state, ib is neces- |83 in all things both in the order o. uature and, of grace, and sn

particular that ha calleth cach ane of us, and condacteth us with a

ary to geqaire four principal virtues : to Wity alsingular vocation unto tho highest degroes of perfoction. From
true mortification-of all vices and: of ‘every &arthiy this cateom will farther spring up o promainess and a great sub-
ofiection ; a. perfect poverty of spirit, through|Tgoe s i 10 ace I that which it <wills of a8 to hie

adoro it, and 1o accomplish all that which it wills of us to lus

which .one .tramples. under foot ‘all fetporal grenter gierr. without asy regard to our owa interost, muck as
goods ;Aa~living death, +with which dym’g 10 oneself such a dusite i3 oven Roly ; as3d at tho same “ime a complete con-

and to all.the affections of sense, one lives in 2

formity fo firo diing will, 50 that it bo the scopo of 2ll our
dusigns, -affections, nnd actionss by these means the sool arrireth

total apnihilation; transformed into the image of at usion. now d longer mysticalihrough tha mowns of rapturcsand
our crucified bord\, $0-tHat one ean 83}'. t viv':egc clovations of tho w4 and vebement affections, but 20lid and real
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a%d universal by méans bf 2 will sovercignly conformed to that of

am non-egd, vivit vero in me Christus® [ live,}God, through pérfodt I'oteé w;aeh_ urgoth usl;.o nctbblnndly altogo-
now not I but Christ liveth ih me. The -soulfthetia andfor,God, And of this wo arctall capabiv, and to this

. ; e e all sceurely arrive, thouck infallibly not without crosses,
aving ones-come 10- this state, . she appenrs. (0] Lpsoy Ctanpf | onS IR R0k WIoRL crovies
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