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Rio do Janerio was firat occupied by
French sottiers. Aiùcng thoe who saw
the advantnges of the place, that bas long
been the leading capital of South Amorica
was Nichelas Durand de Villegagnon, a
Kiiight of Malta, and a bold and skillful
seana.n. Hnowlag that Admiral Coligny,
the grat leader of tho Huguenots, wvas
deeply interested in planting the Eeform-
ed religion in North and South Anierica,
ho souglit bis patronage and co-eporation
in a plan for sending out a..party of col-
onista to, sottlo atRio de Janeiro. Colin
becamoe very much interested in ii ho
schemne, and ased his influence at the
Fýronch. court with sncb succesa, that in
1553 Henry the Second furnished, thre
ornaIt vessais for the enterpriso. They
sailed frorn Havre de Grace, but wero
cauglit in a severe storni and compelled
te put in ant Dieppe. The dangers that
they lad but jus escaped,. almoat witbin
sight cf their native land, filled the minds
of xnany of those who bad joined the ex.
pedton wit auoh fear that they left the
slip at Dieppe. Under tho commanxd of
V iggnon, afteralIong a perlons voy.
a g,thoentered.tho oa c Nicteroby
aud lortifeci a sinai islad now called
L The or wbîch they built of wood

c ànot resiat, the action of the flood.
tide, andýthey remnoved further up.to, tho
island. named after tho leader of the com-
pany, Villegagon, and bore-erecteda mnoie
substautial fortressand called it Coligny.
Certain acts.of éruelty and 'njutineo
the part of the Portugueso lad avoused
the bitr hostility c1f tho, natives, but,
they looke upon the French as their
fiands, sdged them, with every

0 deosrain ocy, wbich found out-
ward expesion in kcindling immense
bonfires. Àfter - sy trials, the settiers
saémed to sae th w o! a day of brsght.
nesa and prosperity. Here upon their
island homo thor erected a rude place cf
worship, and held their simple Protestant
services tbreo-score and tan yaars -before
teMayfloer cat aùchor -in Plymnouth,

Bay, and-more tissu hall a century before
the Episcopal service wau first hald by
theEngis coloista whofouud a home

on obak of the James river in Vir-

Oiný.1 the returuecf the-veezelsýthat had
carriad out this ccmpanyof.Frenchý Pro-
testantsto Brazil, the church iu Geneva
bètamne very deaply,-interested la'fsuther-
ng:ïtlisplanLof emigration, and sent ont

two ministers and fourteen students.
Calvin, Thcodoro Beza, and other leaders
cf tho Reforniation wvero etili living, and
asd they saw the guthoring tampes9t that
wau to faîl lu such a storn cf de4th upon
the followers cf the Roformed faith in
many portions cf Europe, thcy ne doulat
lookcd with prayer and hope te the open
door cf refuge that the now wonid acrosa
tho Atlantic seemed providentially to
open. But ail theso hopêses woonc de-
streyed. ~ oga i

As accu as Villegagnon thuli i
strength sufficasut., ho, threw off themask
under which lie had cloakcd bis tracher.
eus designs, and began te larrassansd

oppess thc Huguenots by every means
inhia power. Many cf thom wero forc-
ed by bis tyranny ta raturi te France,
and ten thousan d Protestants who were
about ta embark for the new colony,
hearing the story cf the treaohery cf
Villegagon, reanainad atýhoie. Although
hoe attampted ta enlist the aid. cf tIct
Jesuits, le found his force much dimla.
ished by his cruel and contemptable ac-
tions, and ho sailed for France in qnest cf
recriîX'L. Duin& his absence the Portuý
gnose governor, by ordor cf bis court,
attacked sud dispersed the settlement.
For a few .yearasthe French attempted ta
keep up the colony, but la 1567 the For.
tuguese became masters cf Rio. Brief
anadunfertunate as is this bistory cf the
flrst Protestant Chutrch in Amnerica, we
aua1 y roeice tbat the outlook cf 'tho fut.
ure gives indication cf-a -tixe when a
pure faitb, grounded la the priuciples cf
religions -liberty, will hold sway threugh
thia gat Empire of BxziL-Goapelin idl
La.

Rav. K. J. Grant, under data Barba-
dees, West Indies, June 2A' 1881,
writes to Rev. Win. Donald <' ton.

".&Just think cf it already. .ys o,2
board steamer Alhamnbra, from1% ew York
and two <laya yet before we reach Trini-
dad. Our steamer is slow and se feù?l
that she dees not exceed six miles ani
heur, and the delaya at the Parts cf ciàU
whichapaar ta us to be 111necessary,
sacdable,. become;imostiâoleràble.
I cau'only.express the hope that.X~
net beegain ebliged ta take pasage -4y:
this lino unti1h- Cornpany initauo
its agente acting with daespatch.

I, regret thus. to write as direct stem.i

. 151


