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INFANT CEURQH IIE\I‘IBﬁR- .
Bx Rev. Jorn.CAMERON, 0P BRIDOE-

\warer, o o ’
ﬁn«i I Mll.gstablish:ﬁ covcnant betwm
me and thea aud thy ce«i"g/krt}m intheir
encyations Jor an everlasting covenant, v
ge o God unto thee. and {o thy seed after
thee,~--GENESIS XVII: 7.

IV. BAPTIZED INFANTS CHURCH MEMBERS-

Before proceeding to consider the privi-
leges to which infant Church members
ave entitled,ib is necessary-to makea fow
remarks, relative totheirChurch relation-
ship, witha view of reroving falsé im-
pressions from thc minds cf the young,
and givingthem coffect views of their
true position. o .

If the arguments. already adduced be
sound; and the conclusions arrived at be
corract; then, upoi parents entering fnto
covenniit with God for' their children,
which they do when they present them
for baptism, thesechildrea are henceforth
to bo regarded-as being in the same fold
with the pareuts theriselves. The-gime
mark is now upon.oldand young: .alike.
Baptized children are then inthe Church
long beforg they-make & public profession
of their faith, and personally, asmime
their covenant obligations. When there-
fore such ‘persons speak of :ibini.ugrthe
Chugob,theirlanguage is incorgect. They
are.joined to the-Church already, and a
profcasion of religion is simply a declars-
tion tipun their part, thatthey wisk the
wnionjcontinued-+and an open avowdl of
their determination o dis frge the du.
ties which such a union involves. When-
ever a youngpersen who hos beenbaptiz-
od, arrives at an age capable of under.
standing the nature of-his position,—the
nature of the engagements entered. into
byhis parents for him, and hos sufficient
knowledge upon these points, God Te-
quires him to ratify the doings of his pid-
rents on his'behalf by an-open profession.
This constitutes him.a member of the
Churchin full communion, and, entitles
him to & Ghurch privileged. Jf he neglect
1o do 5o, becauys.conscious ththie wantst
the requisite gua LFOD
applicztion.to be admitted to the full pil-
viloges of the Church, Le shonid be re.
Jected for want g‘gg‘xﬁc;mc knowiaagn
and;ovidencs of faithshe is, nok cast out
of.the Ghurch by such xpfisal. He is
eimply to be regarded:as 5 member walk-

ing in

RS

- others, who b

alificationy; or, i npon-|

baptismsl vows, Such & person:isstilla
momber, and noone corgecriteds to tha

.1 Deity in baphiam, canerser coase:torbo &
-member. of the Charch, excopt-by, avtual

ex-communicaiion-—an a ot which. ¢éan be
fﬁexfoi-mqa*.oi?ly by the offico-beaters in
the Church, whom th ¢ Headi-of the
-Church has appsinted t¢» adminisior the-

lawa thercof, o e
Soms secin tos entertai/n the idea that
“Church Memrbaiship” ul ader angroiveuii-

stances’ necessarilyndmis ts:the individual -
- to all the H,. and

rivileges of tl.ae Chyra
Fefore G0 it Sitientls 15 Aot
between réul menderahip | and membership
in fell communiois.. « E-lence it is, that -
the young foel, and act, as if they weié
ﬁqhmemiﬁtmﬁ the Chrgrch until they
make apublic profession of their faith.
The Cherch is afamily. ‘Butwhilat there
are some-sons-intheir e njoyment. ofall -
the puivileges of the family, theve are
ho beiog rinors, and inkapable -
of appzeciating these privileges aremot
in possession of them.  Yet-are-they sll
sons.in the. fainily. So in the: xirille. .
‘Church-of Cheist; there.are infant xaem:
bera who have not yet attained tathe full
stature of perfectmen ih Christ, xot to
the-privileges-of such meén, It Fddubt. -
iess owing, inalargd medgure, trtheig.

' horance which prevails among the.young.,

in our congregations on this imporiint.
subjeot, % g?;%% fow pub"licl‘y‘grol;éssge-
ligion: They do:notrealize thezvrelativu
shi io&{zg:(}buggh. d ' ’
shall now - procee
privileges to ﬁx
ate entitled. . "
The Chuyeh:is.to exescise its:’ sapervi-
By tho Ghuxdh, L men, nationly the
7 the Church, L.mean, ndhonly the -
oﬁﬂc{-beb.remiq the Church, but ail in .
full communiort. T6 whab éxtez’ the’
‘baptized: youth of the Churchate subjént
to the watcliful pare.and. diseipline,ofifs
members, is g very xml%)ortmﬁmagex; 8% .,
‘delicate question.  If weo-werd-to judge -
by the practice of most Churches; the an-
swerhich we would'haye tegive fosuch
‘o question, would be,~‘*ta no.extent-at
Al The guestion. must howsver be
anawered very differently. ““Theto i5'a
duty which the interésy of the Church
demands should bs pef.ornted, Admem.’
‘bers-of the-Chursh they must be freated
as other memkers, ;oxcept where theiy
age and condition will not, allow. 'HHIS
then idito be kept in ‘remembrance as
ouf guiding principle in-wist is tofellow,
. ‘Tﬂﬂhurch:then'is towatch overits
" baptized-children asfaithiully ss-overits

. o
which'the bafl?}:ﬂ youth )

redult members. When shey fall into-op~

darkness, and. in; ¥iolation ofhis |

€n sin, the Church should mourn over



