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THE BUSINESS SITUATION

Snturday, March {.

‘The weather has been more moder-
ate and springlike this week and there
13 an Increased amount of husiness do-
Ing in all Jines. Jobbing houses arc’
mostly busy with spring Imslqus.
‘There 13 also a falrly large retall bugls
ness belng  done.  Aloney., Is gearce.
Labor 18 welt employed s ustual at this
time of the year and work in the bulld.
ing line has already opene«l up. The
grain movement §s very thl and there
is practically nothing belng marketed
Produce is coming in more freety. Cat
tle trade is Improving as the demand
for fresh kitled meat Increases. The in-
dlcations are that there will be a larger
movement of stockert vut of the pros-
ince than usual when the shipping
seasen; commences  Rank clearlngs at
Winnipeg show a incresse of $372,000
as compared with last year.

WINNIPEG MARKETS
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{All quotatlons, tlers otlivrwise speed
fled, are whotlesale for such  quastitics
as are usually taken by retall deaters, apd
are subject to  the-usual  reductious on
large quantities, and o cash disevunats.)

DRY GOODS.

Wholesale houses are busy shipplag
spring guods. Demand for these s
large and will contlnuce suv.  Surting
trade is now comumencing and as whe
winter shows signs of Lreaking up this
week consuming demand may be  ex-
pected to  assume  large proportions
very shortly which witl greatly huip
the sorling business. Nowihstanding
the scarcity of money everybody
scems to be in a position to buy all
they need tn the way of fashionable
garments and there I8 an increasing
tendency hare to have nothing but the
best regardivss of cost. There hos
probably never been such a large pro-
poriton of the demand devoted o the
finest lines of goods as !s the case this
season., ‘The wholesale mililnery open-
ings next week are expected to bring a
laraer number of buyers than cv-r tu-
to the c¢ity and the dry goods houses
will pick up quite a lot of trade from
these. Values here rematn steady and
4here is nothing new to note with re-
sand to prices.

FISH.

There is un active trade elng done
in both fresh and salt fish, the demand
having Increased greatly aince the
opening of Lent. Domestic variotles
of fresh fish are plentiful and  pricas
easy. In mnany cases xreel peddlars
are sclling at less than the prices glv-
en by The Commercial. but r:guiar
deaiers adherz preity cluscly to the st
we give.  Atlantic and Paciflc  coast
fresh and salt fish are in good supply
Haddles are more plantiful now than
they were a few wecks ago and so
also are DJgby chlcks and lLabra-
dor herring. \We quote .—\Whitelish,
4 tu Gc per pound; pickerel 3l,5c.

pike, 24c, irout, lWe: salmon, 1lic,

Salibut, 12%4¢: Lake Superior her-
ring, 20c¢ per dozen: salt  cod,
Gyc: Labrador herring, per  bLar-

Tel, $4.15: salt mackerel, $2.25 per kit,
shad, lLbbls -$7.00; Digby chicks, 13¢
box; boncless cod. Tic 1b: honcless
fish; 5%ic L. finnan haddies, Tie
per pound: fresh sex cod, blg. V¢ per
b, toramy cod. Hikc, flounders. Hizc.
smelts, T3%c. mackerel, 13c, shad. 1Wc:
bass, 13c: cels. lUc: oysters. aclects,
£2.15 per gailon, standard, $2.00.
GREEN FRUITS

Demand for gresn frulls continues
10 Increase as the season advances and
we nnte n moderately large business
doing at local wholesale houses. Call-
fornia naval omnges are in plentiful
supply and continue to show good
qQuallty. The large sizes xill predom-
fnate. Dter arangex for marmalade
are In the marke: at $6.50 per case, =
decline of 30¢ from laxt week. J.emons
remaln unchanged.  Apples continue
scarce, the market belng supplicd with
an oceasional car from the south, but
receipts from this soure? are not suffi-
clent  for rTequirsments Norther
Sples are now quoted at $H.50 per bar-
rel, an advance of H0¢ over figure  of
a werk agn, We quolc. Apdples. Ban
Davis. &30 per  barrs),  Northeen
Spies. ML Baldwina, $1.50, Russels,
$4.0), Callfornla naval oranges, per

box, $3.00 to $4.253; bitter oranges,
$6.30 per case: lemons, per box, $4 o),
48 o slze;, hananas, per bunch, $3.0)
to SU35, Wisconsin cmnherrlcs. per
baire), l().‘.")l': Jerseyr, frozen, 88; 40
pound boxw $LIU, ligs, £1.40 o $1.00
prar box. onlom. per v, e, mlmc
meat n 29-pound pails, 100 per pound;
cartoqn dntes, per. package of l-pound,
1007 -new dates, 7e; clder In Kegs or
barrels, 33c per gallon; honey, 1-pound
Jars, $2.50 a dozen; maple sugar, 1lc;
mapte syrup, L-pound tins, per dozen,
$2.25; halt gallon tins, $6 per dozen.
GROCERIES, - ',' .
‘Prade (s steadily tmproving: a8 the
spring season approadhes and ‘weo note
an active business now dolng, in both
Staple and fancy lines. Collectlons con
tinue slow as anoney Is scarce through-
out the counlry and this seems to-be
the only discourdaging feature-of the
sftuntion, Prices hold steady for the
most part. Sugars are practically un
changed from last week although we
have reduced our quotation on bright
yellow sugar dc, to $4.70, as thils seems
1o Lo the currect price. There was a
misunderstanding.among jobbers when
the last reduction wWas made by refiner-
ies 1) which they only reduced yellow
sugars 10c tnstead of 15c, which error
hus since been discovered and rectitled.
Glucose syrup shows an ecasler feellng
and we quote barrel lots now ¢ lower
it o per pound. Other lines of syrup
are unchanged. Burbadoes molasses is
somcwhat higher, the outslde price be-
ing now H7t.¢ as against Odc¢ hereto-
fore. Canned goods of all kinds remain
steady at last week's figures. Green
Rio coffee is easler and Y to kc lower
ag dte to 10e per pound. In cercals the
only changes to note.are, an advance
of & to luc per gack in the price of
rolled vatmeal, & decline of 5c per sack
tn cornmeal and a decline of 3c in the
pricc  of cornmeal In  half sacks.
Cured fish are unchanged -in
price but there has been an increaseé in
demand owing to the requirements of
the Lenten scason. Dailed frults are for
the most part steady and .unchanged:
‘Ihe most notable cxception-is-in the
case of raisins which are now being
quuted tower. Fine off stalk Valencias
are down to $1.10 to $2.25 per case,
Iayer Valencias to $2.40 to $2.70. Loose
Muscatels are du¢ per pound lower. The
onty change in California frults is in
prunes, 100 to 120s, which are lic
joner. Small size Californin pruncs are
being quoted at 4c per pound. Teas,
tobaccos, spices and all other lines of
grocerics remain unchanged. For Win-
nipeg prices current sce page G16.

HARDWARE.
Rusiness §s Improving as the scason

advances. The promise of a large-

buflding year in the west and of gen-
cral Indusirial activity maxes it cer-
tain that hardware of all kinds will be
fn goo demand and ta provide for
this retafl merchants are placing iib.
c1al orders for spring delivery. The
rolume of these orders Is jJarger thun
was expected and there §s an fmprov-
¢ fecling in the trade !n consequence.
Stnce the formation of the new Unlited
Stages stz¢l trust there has been a
firmer feeling In iron and steel prices
ard the deal has improved the market
to that extent. \What the final wffect
will be remains to be seen.
PAINTS, OILS AND GLASS.

Business Is good and prices for the

most part steady. The only actual
ckange is In linsced ofl which has

dropped three cents per gallon, muhe
ing the price here now SOc¢ for dboiled
and K¢ for raw. This is due to the
weak state of the market In the caxt
and the probability of large American
Impor:ations of oll made from flaze
=c=3 grown In Argeniina In the carly
future  Glass hoida stcady and un-
changed here, but there is no slacken-
ing 1a the firmness of the market and
we hear of a IG5 per ceat. ade
wance tn the United States. Turpentiae
is steady and unchanged., White 12ad
12 weaker and unsteady.
LEATHER, ETC.

Demand for harnexs and sole leather,
indings and sundries has fmproved
since the first of the month and there
1S now A much larger amount of goods
moving. Traveliers on the road are
picking up good =ized orders and house
trade Is also good. Wholesale dealem
here anticlpate o inuch better demand
during the coming summer than was
thouxht possiblc when the year opencd.
Trade will be cspecially good in the
far west. We hiave to note A reduce
tion in the prices for harness anxl col-
tar leather tals week amounting to- Ic
per pound. No. 1 union oak Ia now
worth J2¢ per pound in wholesale quan:

THE COMMERCIAL

tles .here and other grades in propore
tion. Shoc leathers remaln unchanged.
Our quotations witl be found in detail
on pago GH6,

LUMBER.

‘The retutl lumber dealers of Winni-
PR have, aftor a series of wmeetings,
succceded in arranging o price list,
which I8 satisfactory to them and are
now practicully all on the same basls
agaln as regards quotations, after a
oty period of price-outting. The new
st ‘has just been given out to the
trade and shows a good many changes
In prices as compared with the list
whicli was supposed 10 be In  force
‘heretofore, although, as a matter of
fact, the new prices are not any lower
than thos¢ at which the lumber has
L en sciing tor practicatly @ year and
in some caces are not as low. \White
and red pine and spruce are the lines
which show the greatest number of
changes. Some of the most Im-
sertaat of these are as follows: No. 1
pine. dimenslon, 2x4 1o 2x12, 12, 14 amd
16 feet long, has been listed at £19.50
per thousand feet, as against $22 in
the wid f1st, other lengths of the same
slzes are proportionately lower; cull
plank, all widths, is lsted at $14, as
against £16 old lst; No. 1 pine tim-
ber, BxG to xS, up to 16 feet long, hag
been listed at $21.00, as agalnst $23.50
old Hst, other lengths and slzes pro-
porttonately lower. drd common voards
of rad and white pine arc listed at
1050, as  against  §£20.30 old list:
spruce boards are now .$1850, as
against $20.00 old 1ist: No. 1 cull pine
or spruce s arc now $17.00, as
againaet $20.50 01d Hat, No. 1 box boards,
H Inches and upwards, are nov: $3udn),
as agalnst $31.00 old lst. 2nd white
pine ﬂldlng. flooring and cefling, 4, &
and G inch. 18 now $§1.00, as against
$.00 0 old s, € Tand 10 nch
plne  shiplap is  now 22, as
agalnst 824.00 old 1ist, U Inch pinc shlp-
lap now $2L(00 as agaln%‘t $U2.50 old
list : 8 and 10 inch spruce shlplnp now
2100 as agalnst $23.00 old Mst . 8 and
10 Inch cull pine or spruce now $18.00
ag agalnst §20.00 old st: white pine
tinlshing now $65.00 as against $66.00
old ist; white pIne shops finishing now
$10.5¢ as ugainst $16.00 old list, clear
1~d pinc finlshing now $32.00 as against
$46.00 01Q ifst; 1 inch whitd pine finish-
fog 1st and 2nd clear $GHAW ax against
St old list., These appear to be the
principal changes in the list. I. C.
lumber I3 practicaliy on the same baslis
as a year ago. Quarter sawn oak 1
Inch Is now $95.00 per M as agalnst
$100 in the old 1ist.

RAW FURS.

Receipts of Taw furs §in this market
‘have Deen Jarge during the past week
and buyers have been kept pretty busy
looking afier .consigninents. This Is
a gratifylng report in view of the fact
that a larger number of buyers are
nown operating along the rallway lines
cast and west and at northern points
than ever before, which cuts off some
business that used 10 come to Win-
nipeg. The quality of the furs Is fully
up to other Years. Prices have been
holding up well notwithstanding the
weaker feeling which followed the
January =ales, which is due to keen
competition among buyers. The March
sales are belng Jooked forward to with
a g00d deal of Interest as the future
course of prices will be langely declded
by those sales. They Wwill also de-
termine whrether the bLusiness  done
durlng the carller months of the win-
ter has been profilable or not.

SCRAT.

There s a falriy good demand for
acrap iton and prices for this and
sther old materials rule steady as fol-
fows: No. 1 cast {ron, free from
wrought and matllcable. 312 to $13 per
ton; No. 2, 34 to $% per ton:
wrought iron scrap, $5 to $G per
ton: heavy copper 10 ta 1lc per
pound. red brass, 10c per pound; yel-
low brass, heavy, 7 to $¢ vound, ll;\\\
brass, 5ic to Gic per pound: lesd plpt
ar tex lead, 2 to 2Wic. per pound:
rags. country mixed, S0c¢ per 100
sounds, Tubbers, foee from rivets,
buckles and arctics, Gc per pound:
zinc scrap 1¢ per pound: bones, clean,
iy and bleached. §3 to $G ton; dot-
tlex, quartx, M0c per dozen; plots, 12%e
Der dozen.

STONE AND LIME.

Prices for the opening of the season
have been fixed as follows: .Rubble
stone. $1.GD per curd : footings, $5.50
er cotd  broken atone, $1.25 per cublc,
¥ard: whitc lime 20¢ per dushel: grey™
limo 135¢ per bushel.
cally the same prices as pnevul!ed lamt
year.

These are practls -

e

GRAIN' AND PRODUCHE.

WHEAT-Thers has been no .
provement fn the wheat markets s
week. In the American markets ne
day has been the same as another, i
and lnnctive with only a little tru. ng
and fractional changes fn drlce  \¢
the close of markets yestenlay g s
were exactly what they were o week
ago. The primury movément of wi at
in the States which last week shi o
some falllng off as compared wi
year ago. has thls weck more ne.riy
approached last year's flgures. frhe
Northwestern  receipts show a 1.rege
(alling off, but are countarbalance. by
the large increase In the south .ug
southwest. Whtile export bustne..
Invariably reported dull the shipu. aus
abrogd of wheat and tiour are on « uo
eral scale. European markets arc iau
and lower, especlally on the continent
where prices have declined sha. g

Visiblo stocks In Europe and adag:
therefor contlune to  increase.  sue

stock of wheat and flour in Eurom ang
atluat In store Argentine as cabh o by
the Liverpool Coin  Trado  News
amounted on March 18t to 86, 4o
bushels compared to &3.520,000 bushels
on Februnry 1st and 5,810,000 sush
cls on March 1st last year. Cru,. re.
ports continue favorable on the w wie
The Cincinnatl Price Current . s
weekly summary says that wdaher
during the past week has been tiviaz
on winter wheat but 18 Is doubtdu of
materlal harm has been donc as e
On the Paciflc cuast conditions . .n.
tinue excellent and prospects fo. iarge
crops were never Dbetter. Lurg-an
crop reports show no change andg the
outlook there Is considercd good. l.test
reporta from India give 2 iuss vur.mis
ing prospect for that crop and the ~ur.
plus for expurt may not come up
previous expectationg. Argentine stp
ments are not heavy when
compared with last year atd & &
stated that the movement s fipw -
ing to the better condition of the tarn.
ers in that country, and that the iuix
of the crop will be shipped lates thag
usual. The Amerfcan visible suniiv e
creased 302,000 bushels compitred 10 a
decrease of 14G.X0W busheld the prev-
lous week and an increase of (ufLovw
bushels same week last _ytas  Ta
world’'s shipments were 7.273 000 ek
clz agains DUBBHN busheis piroveoe
week and TLEEB,000 bushels last  car
The world’s visible supply accorduz 1.
Rradstreets decreased J‘r“mn ou<he s
compared to a decrease of .
bushels the week previous u

YN +]
crease of 2977,000 bushels fnr ame
week last year.

There is no change In Lthe 1ccnl sits-
ation. Supply of wheat ts small de
mand s poor and there is no dispos
tlon on part of traders to try o poesh

business. Increasing caution i3 hing
shown in regard to deatng in wovih
wheat. Prices at the cloide of 3rster-
day’s market were as loXIo\\'s A ) g
Nikeo, 2 hard T8Le, 3 hand Gic 3
northern G3iic. tough 3 hard %
tough 3 northern Y%, all in store Fent

Wiiltam #pot or en route.

FLOUR—Prices hold steads  a»
follows ., Llake of the Woods, Fite
RNoses, 110, Red Patent. $1.:85 Me
dora, $1.G0. XXXNX, 31.35 per sack of
48 pounds. Oglilvie Milling Co., Hun-
garian, 3210, Glenora Patent, $LIG.
Alberta, $1.55, .\llnlloha $1.G8 and toe
perial XXXNX. $1.25 per sack of @
dounds.

MILLFEED-There s & large ce
mand for feed which mills are ne atis
to fully aupply, consequently  jrices
hold firm. Bran {s worth In whaietale
quantitics here $14 per ton and shorts
$1G per ton delivered.

GROUND FEED—Ground {1 i
scurce owing ta the small auppices of
coarse gralns. Pure oatl chop iz wontd
327 per ton delivered, mixed bar. s and
oats $25 per ton and cormn $20 pn: ton

COUNTRY WHEAT~Farmers de
liveries at country points nre ve
Hght, and atl many points no L.unes
Is doing a2 all.  Moa&t of the «heat
which has offcred 15 0f pPoor «ualliy.
Ruyers are paying the farmer from
30 20 -G5C per ‘bushel! . accond: 2 0
quality of nln and. rate of fre .h:

OATS—RecoIpts  Are largein o
Northern Alberta, Manitoba »o.°v b
fng very scarce and of poor . aly
Farmers are taking a good ma  na
1or seed DUrPOSCS. The dem ) {s
feed oats Is also falrly large  \fand
toba oats are worth 30 t0.38¢ In  arinis
on arack here, and Alderta oa {0 1s

43c, acoarding to quallty: N & of
these'iatfer are changing hand» 42
BARLET—~The market Is pr- Al
NOMTHAL VT
CORN—Carlots of No. 3 « 2 o
track ‘here are worth from 4 o 3&
or- bushel: © ST




