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TERRITORIAL INSOLVENCY
ACT,

The law relating to the winding up
of Insolvent estates, passed at the last
sesslon of the Territorial legislatura,
13 fully bearing out the opinlons ex-
pressed by buslness men at the time
the new law was passed. It has prov-
ed quite as burdensome to the com-
merclal community as was expected.
The respit {x that creditors have been
compelled to resort to other plans for
the settling up of insolvent estates,
instead of having estates closed out
under the insolven¢y law. This has
been notlceable In the case of some re-
cent banxruptcies, where the estate
has been sold, with the consent of the
creditors,  without an  assignment
having been made at all, For instance,
in the case of C. E. Magrath, of Wap-
clla, the estate was purchased by onn
of the creditors, with the approval of
the other creditors, and again sold by
the purchasers, without any assign-
ment having been made. This plan !s
being resorted to to avold the heavy
rxpense of closing out an estate un-
der the Insolvency law. Creditors
would prefer to wind up estates under
a reagsonable insolvency law, fnstead
of adopting this plan. Were a simple
and Inexpensive law In force in the
Territories, such as we have in Mani-
toba, there would be no desire to
avold making use of the law to wind
up estates.

The Territorlal law is not only very
expensive, but it §s extremely unsatis-
factory by reason of the delays ex-
perienced In closing up an estate. fn
one case recently it was found that it
cost $70 to call a meeting of creds-
tors whereas under the Manitoba law
70 cents would do the business, Ex-
perlence has shown that it costs enor-
mously more to close out an estate
under the insolvency law in the Ter-
ritorles, than in Manltoba under the
law in force In the province. Appli-
cation must be made tothe court for
every move wuand there are endless
ways of plling up law costs. The law
appears to have been evolved mainly
for the benefit of local lawyers, who
reap the andvantage of the excessive
costs, and who *“hwus recefve liberal
pickings from each case comlng un-
der the assignment act. The actlon of
creditors In buying up cstates, rather
than have them wound up in this ted-
lous and expensive fashlon, wiil, of
course, deprive the local Territorial
lawyers from securing the plunder
®'" h they were working for In hav-
s this gct placed on the Statutes.
This Is at least satisfactory.

THE COMMERCIAL

The Territorfal act governing bank-
rupt cstates 18 certainly o gross in-
Jjustice,upon the commercial commun-
fty. A bankrupt estate belongs to the
creditors of the estate, and these
creditors are the people who In all
reason should have the chiet say as
to how the eatate should be wound up.
Retallers and Jjobbers altke, and in-
deed all business men should resent
this Injustice. While creditors are
naturally anxious to make the most
out of bankrupt cstates, debtors also
are anxjous that thefr estates should
pay as large a portion of their llabili-
ties as possible. Where a large per-
centage 18 squandered in unnecessary
expenses, it 18 a great Injury to the
debtor as well as to his creditors. It
13 to be hoped the commerclal comn-
munity throughout. the ‘Territorics
will be able to bring sufficlent prvs.
sure upon the legislature to have this
obnoxious leglslation removed at the
next session of the leglslature.

MILK AND DISEASE.

The recent discovery In Winnipeg,
through the individual efforts of a
citizen, that typhold fover had been
spread about the city by means of
milk, shoutd draw public attention
forclbly to the question of looking
more closely after the dairles. Medi-
cal men anad sclientists claim that milk
i3 a well known distributor of disease.
It would appear too, from a superficial
examination of the matter, that if
Winnipeg dalries were properly looked
after by the proper ofticials, it would
not have been left for a private cltizen
to discover the cause of the trouble
in the particular cases under question.
The dalry should have been looked af-
ter long before it became a matter of
private investigation., Winnipeg has a
dairy Inspector, a health inspector and
a medical health oftficer, so that there
are evidently officlals enough, if that
were all that Is required. Evidently,
however, this is not the case. The of-
ficlals may not Ve etliclent, or there
may be lack of system, or thelr re-
spective duties mnay not be properly
defined. Whatever it may be, there is
apparently something wrong some-
where, and the citizens must look to
the clty councll or to those members
of the city council who are directly
responsible for this evident neglect.
This I8 where the blame for the lack
of system or {ncapaclity should be
placed.

Some years ago sonsideradle agita-
tion occurred In the clty regarding the
regulation and Inspection of dalries,
and conslderable progress was made
in the direction of providing for a
more cleanly and wholesome mlilk
supply. Latterly, however, it would
appear that the dairles have been al-
most lost sight of and that progress
has been made In a backward direc-
tlon. True we have had a datry In-
spector drawing a salary, and prob-
ably he may have performed the work
entrusted to him quite falthfully. But
an inspector who s not an expert In
medical or sanitary matters could not
be expected to properly handle this
tmportant work. The best he could do
would be o see that the dairles are
kept clean. So far as discase among
the cows {s concerned, there {s practi-
cally no oversight over Winnipeg's
milk  supply—truly & very dan-
gerous  situation. In these days,
when it Is generally conceded that the
dread disease tuberculosts, which is
the couse of such a large percentage of
mortality in the human famlily, is fre-
quently contracted from drinking milk
from tubercular cows, the neglect of
a proper supervision of the milk sup-
ply would secem simply criminali A
system of inspection which neglects to
look atter the cows, ahd which does

not provide for the removal of dls-
eased an!mals, {3 hardly worthy of the
name of supervision at all. One of the
most jmportant features I3 entirely
overlooked. Winnlpeg cltizens who
have practically no protection agalnst
diseased and unhealthy mllk, should
call thelr aldermen to account for this
neglect.

Referring agaln to the number of of-
ficlals, it 1S quite possible that there
are too many ofllelals to secure the
best results. Better results could no
doubt be obtatned by placing all de-
papmenls pertaining to the publle
health In charge of a thoroughly com-
petent  person.  Such a person would
require (o be thoroughly up In medical
and sanitary sclence. Instead of three
officlals working Independent of each
other one competent expert controlllng
all, with such assistance as might be
required in each particular depart-
meng, would undoubtedly result in a
wonderful improvement in the way
matters pertaining to the public health
are looked after In Winnipes.

INDUSTRIAL DEPRESSION,

The wonderful industrial develop-
ment in Germany of late years ap-
pears to have reached Its Uimit, or at
least it has recelved a serlous check.
Reports from Germany give scrious
complaint of depression in Industrial
centres and grave fears are eatertain-
ed for the future. Industrial develop-
ment in Germany has evidently overe
reached ftself, and jt now seems im-
possible to find a market for the vast
quantity of goods which are manu-
factured, What Is true of the situation
in Germany 4s also true of other Euro-
pean countries, In a comparative
sense., Germany as a high protec-
tionist country, cannot expect to find
material onlargement of the home
market, and must look abroad for a
market for the large surplus quantity
of goods which s annually produced.
On the other hand., the development
of industrles In countries which for-
merly Imported many- lines of goods,
has tended to curtall the demand up-
on the old European industrial cen-
tres for manufactured goods. Un-
doubtedly as the years go by, the
pewer countries, which now import
manufactured goods largely, wiil
gradually manufacture more at home
and buy less abroad, with the result
of curtajling the trade of the older in-
dustrial centrea.

TRANSMISSTON OF TOWER.

It is reported from Seattle, Wash.,
that The Snoqualim Fallg Power Co.
have succeeded in driving an electric
motor successfully at a distance of
133 miles from the generator. If thls
means that furthe: progress has been
made in transmitting power long dls-
tances, by reducing the waste of en-
ergy In transit, it will be of great
tmportance. It Is worthy of note that
Winnipeg 18 located practically  the
same distance as noted above from
the great Keewatln water power
works. There Is an enormous force
going to waste at Keewatin for lack
of users. It we could have this pow-
er transmitted to Winnlpeg, it would
he a great thing Yor our clty.

Manitoba YWhent Stocks.

There. were 1,225,000 bushels ot
wheat .in 8tore at Fort Willlam on
Nov. 17.  Recelpts for e week were
390,000 bushels, and shipments were
253.000 bushels, comparel with re-
ceipts of 931,000 and shipments of
’.'Sﬂ.w bushels,txr the \v.rre}x‘))o?(dh;g
week last yeaw, year ago stocks
=tore at Fort Willlam were 1.738.000

bushels Stecks  in store. at  Fort
Willlam, .. Port Arthur, Kee-
avatin, Winnipeg and, interlor
points-, ., were, catimated .approx-
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fmately at 3,653,000 bushels, compar-
ed with 7,260,000 bushels a year ago,
and 3,500,000 bushels t‘\\'o years ago.

Live Stock News,

D. J. McLean, buyer for Gordon &
Tronside, Winnlpeg, came {n from the
west this week with 18 cars of cattle
from the ranches around Macleod,
Alberta,

On Saturday last Alme Bernard, of
Winnipeg, shipped a carload of horses
to Montreal, ‘This Is the fourth car-
load Bernard has sent east during the
past two weeks,

Beef cattle shipments this year from
Medicine Hat, according to the News,
total 5,183 head to date, with more
yet to follow, This will shew consid-
erable fncrease over last year.

G. A. Kobold, butcher, at Rat Port-
age for over twenty years, has dis-
poted of his business to John Gardner
& Co., and will take an Interest in the
business of Kobold & Co., Winalpeg,

Six carloads of choice stocker cattle
were brought in from Manitoba last
week by Samuel DeRingy. They
were ull disposed of upon arrival, one
carioad belng left off at Claresholm
station, having been purchased by
A. W. Burke, whose ranch Is situated
in the vicinity, The balance of the
animals went to T.E. Cummins, whose
ranch is located necar Gleichen. The
animals were A. No. 1 in every partic-
ular and arrived in first-class condl-
tlon. Other shipments will be made
before the season closes.—Macleod
Advance,

Dairy Trade Notes,

The Crystal City creamery has
closed for the season, after an out-
put of aver $N0D0 pounds of cholce
butter, A, C. Mciennan, of Glad-
stone, had charge during the season.

Wm. T. Ware, & well-known Mont-
real cheese and buttes exporter, has
severed his connection with Lovell &
Christmas, Limited, and has resumed
business on his own account.

A practice that should be abollshed
by country shippers I3 that of work.
ing low gradni of packed butter into
roll, and packing them in with fresh-
made roll, with the intention of pawne-
fng it off as fresh-made. The decep-
tion iIs always deteoted, and such lots
are invariably sold at same peoices as
low grades of packed command. care
should also be taken before putting
the butter In packages that all the
sides and ends of the packages be
lined with new white musiin, thus
keeping  the butter from defacement
by touching the wood A bad pmctice
ig in putting roll butter up In paper;
this should not be done, as the paper
sticks to the butter and damages the
appmranes Earh ™) should be sep-
amately placed in o plece of new mus-
lin cloth washed fn warm water to
take out the starch., and wet in
brine. The rolls chould be of mod-
erate size and not too large. ‘Then
again, the rolls should be of uniform
color, not packing light and fresh-
made with other that has been color-
ed. The gross welsht and correct
;ngrees should be marked on each pack-

Railway and Traffic Matters,

G. B. Reeve has been appolnted gen-
eral manager of the Grand Trunk
Rallwav Company. Reeve severed his
connections with the rcallway Iast
spring after 40 years® service and has
since resided In California.

The Great Northern announces that
the New Kootenay Valley railroad
running from Bonnar's Ferry, Idaho,
40 Kuskanook, B. C.. will be opened
for business on Nov, 25, This gives a
new and direct route from Spokane,
Wash, to Kootenay Lake, B. C.

Regular train service has been open-

ed on the Southeastern (Canadian
Northern), between Winnipeg and
Rainy River. The bridge over the

Rainy rlver will be built during the
winter, and possibly within another
year connection will be made with the
Ontarfo and Ralny River section of
this road, thus opening a through line
(o Lake Superior.

The Britlsh Columbia salmon com-
bine is said to have collapsed.

The ¢otal fire loss In the Unlted
States and Canada last month, as
compiled by The New York Journal of
Commerce, was $7.107,000. acainst $9,-
110,300 for September, $12046.250 for
October last yvear and $7 3539400 for
the same month 1o 18498, The total for
the first ten months this year amounts
to $U3,426.550, agalnst $111.654,900
last year and $90,043,000 in 1898,



