suppress the evil nud if possiblo reform
tho eriminal, but at any rate suppress
the evil. In dealing with vagrants or
women of fll-repuitte, wvas a scandal-
otts thing thie custom is, if wo will only
think about {t amoment, to drive
thesa people away to proy upon or Le-
come o nuisance in some other com-
munity. The only cxcuse civic author-
Ity ean  give for perpetrating this
evil Is that othier clties do the snme

ited by law. except possibly in  the
case of forelgn criminals, an:d ft should
bve made so warm for the latter that
they would never think of vislting the
coumtry again. .

The tramp is not o native of Man-
jtobn, Most of {hem come ucross our
southern border every summer and
migrate south again fn the fall. This
helng the case, it should not be a diffi-
cult matter to deal with thom. A
Jople provinceiil enaotment il enforeed
afew times, would soon rid Manitoba
of this evil. The remedy id the cat.
There is not the least doubt but that
it would prove thoroughly efticaclous.
Tie horde of [agy, vicious wanderers
who annually sweep‘over the states
a’olg our southern border, committing
all sorts of crime from petty larceny
to murder, would guickly decide not to
come north of the boundary line if it
were known  that they would meet
with that kind of a reception heve.

The tramp nuisance S one of the
most difficuit social problems which
the people of- the United States have
to deal with. The evil 1s not so ucute
here, but it is bad enough. The appli-
cation of the cat would quickly stop
the uuisance here, and no maudlin
sentiment should be aliowed to stand
‘n the way of the specdy adoption of
the only sure remedy for the ovil

THE PREFERENTIAL
CLATUSE,

It hag been decided by the imperinl
anthorities that the preference clause
of the new Camadian tari{f must ap-
Py to those coumtries having “the
wost {avored nation™ treaties wwith
Great Britaln, The Commerclul snld
25t week that the denumnclation of
the German and Belglan treaties in-
deated that the Imperial government
bad taken the view that the prefer-
ezce must apply to the *“favored na-
tn” countries. This has quickly
proved to be the case. A8 the natter
wads now, countries baving the
‘aost favored wation” arrangement
*ith Great Britain will come In for
e same reduction upon their exports
o Canada as has been accorded to
Bitlsh goods. This wiii mean that
trebate will have to ba made in the
&tles collected upom imports from
ach countrles since the new tarlff
wat into effect. France will also,
% is understood, come in for the re-

thing. The custom shiould be prohib-

THE COMMERCIAL

duction, owing to the "“favored na-
tlon” treaty between that country
and Canada, as by the treaty wo are
bound to extend as favorablo trent-
ment to France as Is nccorded to any
othier forelgn country. The profor-
ence  which it was Intended
should be ecxtendad only to
Great Britain and tho free trade cols
ouy of New South Wales, will there-
fore have to be very greatly extended,
but we do not consider that this wiil
work any great hardship to Canada
—at least to the Camadian conswmer.
Aslde from this, the “prefercnco’ pro-
viston ta our tarift hag accomplished
the great work of froelng the colonies
amd the ompire ot large from those
very obnoxious “most favored nation”
treaties with certain foreign coun-
tries. At the emd of amother year,
when those trowties cxpire, the pre-
ference will no longer be given to
these countrles. Any disadvantage
which may be suffered in the mean-
time will therefore be amply repaid
Ly the good which bas been atcom-
plished.

OPTION DEALINGS.

While there are well recoguized fen-
sures of u decidedly objectionanble na-
ture in connoction with margin specu-
lations in graln and other speculative
commodities, it scems practically ime
pessible to dead with option gambling
without 1 some way injuring iegitl-
wmate business. In Germany laws de-
signed to prohibit specuiative deal-
fugs of this nature were put into ef-
feet, through the <fforts of tho ngr-
cultural elewent, who letieved that
this class of business exertod o de-
pressing nfluence upon the prices of
ngericuifural commodities. A short ex-
rerience has proved that the enforce-
ment of thest lays Is working an in-
jury to legitimate business. It Is
said thads the farmers no longer know
what prices they stiould receive for
their grawm, a: no market quotatious
are now pubilshed.  The smwall farm-
ery are accordingly powerless in  the
hands o unscrupulovs syeculators.
Cereal prices have not risen, ns  was
promised by the oparation of the laws.
It is casy tc talk ahout the evils of
option gambliug, but 1t Is & very dif-
flecult tlung to separatéd illegitimate
from leg:timate spcculation, when it
comes to attcmpting to suppress tho
former by law.

REDUCING THE POLICE.

The recent developmentsio the far
Northwest will perhaps induce the
government to re-consider the decision
to reduco the Northweat Mounted Po-
lice force. Not long ago it was de-
cided to reduce the force. Many peo-
ple who were familiar with the re-
qQuirements of the vast territory
throughbout wlich the police assist in
maintaining order, considered this a
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mistuke. ‘Recont developments would
fndlcate that Instead of areduction in
the force, it will be necessary to -
creasz the strength of the body. A
vast territory over which there has
heretofore been no civil or military
control, ‘will huve to be added to the
rolice patrol territory, through the
doV¥elobment of mininx in the far nerth,
Law and order will have to be main-
talued in that northern reglon, and
o considerable force will he necessary
to back up the majesty of the law In
these remote reglons. Next summer
there will undoubtedly be a vast ‘in-
flux of people to the far Northwest,
amongst whom there is certain to be
o considerable sprinkiing of a very
rough eclement. It will never do to
allow our mining camps to run wild
after the fashion of the western
states. Life and property must bo
made as sccure in the far Northwest
a8 in any other portion of this vast
Dominion. This has always been
the case in the new regions of
Western  Canada and there must
be no departure from the rule
Some papars {u the United States have
already hinted that irf the Canadian
laws, do not suit their peopie who
arc golug in swarms to thie northern
gold regions, they would take the law
fu their own hands. There 18 little
fear of anything of the kind happening
but should there be any disposition to
jutroduce western states methods in
sur northern mining camps we must
show our friends that Canadian law
must be respected.

The region over which it will be nec-
essary to malwtain police control may
Le expected to greatly imorease during
the next few years. In addition to
the new mining territories through-
out which law amd order will have
to be maintained, there is also the
question of protecting the fur-bearing
animals of the north country. The
far trade s ome of the great natural
regources of the greaft north country,
and the trade should be protected.
The difficulty heretofore has been the
absence of any sort of civil authority
tiiroughout the north country. There
is also the question of protecting the
timber resources from the destructive
fires which have done so much/ damage
during recent years. Thiese are mat~
ters which could ondy be undertaken
by extending police controt over the
territory, ail of which goes to show
that it will be many years before the
Northwest Mounted Police force can
be decreased without injury to the
country.

EXPERIMENTAL FARM
REPORTS.

The annual report for 18968 of the
Dominion government experimental
farms, has been reccived, The report
makes a volume of nearly 500 pages,
witl: numerous illustrations, forming
a most useful work on practical agri-



