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THE BUSINESS SITDATION.
AWINNIPEG, Saturday, Sept. 28,
‘§RUnfavorablo woathor has further dolayed the
stacking and threshing of the crops, and ﬂlo
mavemont of wheat ig aleo much loss than it

should be owing to tho same cause, though, |

‘the alleged tondency nmong‘t_ho farmers to
‘hold may also have something to do with
light dotiveries of wheat. Tho diroction of
wheat is toward highor prices this week,

-though lato Earopean crop roporis ave moro.

favorable. Tho wheat outlook on this conti-
nent, however, i3 certainly very strong,
viowed aside fromn foreign couantries, the only
weak -feature in America being the huge
crop of corn, which exerts an influence upon
wheat., Tho Commercial has taken a hopolul
-viow of~-tho futura of wheat, but we could
nob advise Manitoba farmers to huld os long
.as local prices aro sharply in advance
of export values, With pricos hers so far
.above an export basis as thoy have beoun-of
late, it would reguire a great confidencoin
the future to advise Manitoba farmers not to
accapt the comperatively high prices which
they have been offored the last two weoks.
Sagar appears to bs gotting into a stronger
The outlook for coarse grains is
not encouragiog.  Bank clearings at Winni-
peg show a decrease of over 10 per cont, this
weok, a3 compared with the corresponding
aveok last year. This is owing to the back-
+ward grain movement.

There were 1,836 mercantile failures re-
ported-in Canada by Bradstrests during the
past ping months, 85 fewer than in the like
-portion of last year. The reduction in the
total volume-o liabilities of failing traders
4s even more marked being 87 per cant.

WINNIPEG MARKELS,
VTINNIPEG, SATURDAY AFTERNOON, Sept. 28,

£ 1£All quotations, unlessotheiwise specified, are whole.
acie {or.such quautities as are.usually taken by retail
dealers, and ave subjoct to the usual reductlon onlarga
-quantitics and to cash discounts.)

Boors AND SHOES.—The situation is very
- -uncortain in this branch, owing to tho pre.

sent high price of leather and the fear of &
decline. Altogether, the market is in quite
A nervous state. Maunufacturers have their
samples of spring -goods ready, and travellers
avill be out at once looking for orders, but the
trade will Iikely hold. off for a while in view
of the uncertainty as to prices. Manufac-
turers, however, have bought, or will have
to buy their raw material very soon, and the
prospect for any sharp decline in leather pre-
vious to the purchasing of ‘supplies for the
-trade does not seem very great.
CorbVOOD.—We quote the following prices
for.car lots.on track hero: Tamarac, 83.75
to Sk per cord ; plae, 83.50 per cord; spriuca
$3 and poplar $2.25 to $2.59 per cord.
CoaL.—~The coal {rade paper Black Dia-
monds says: ‘‘The era of low prices in the
anthracite trade,-it is confidently balieved,
has éntirely passed away, and the advaucein
pricos which hasalready taken place issimply
& premonitory action indicating that har-
movisus relations are now in view and other:
advauces may be expected shortly.” 'The

followiug ale the nominal quotations for.

anthracito coal per 2,240 1bs,, dclivered. fres
on board vésselsat Baffalo: $2.05 for grate and
$1:90 for egg, stoveand chestnut. Theiwhole-
sale price of coal &t Daluth, Pennsylvania
-anthraeife, is.34.50 per ton £.0;b. ¢ars. Win-

nipsg vices are tho sume and wo quoto:
Pennsy:vania anthracito. 88.60 per ton. de
livered to consumers, Souris lignito $1.25
per ton delivered to consumers and $3.85 at
the yard here, Lethbridge bitumnous, §3.60
per ton to consumers, delivered. A tolo-

ram yostarday reported an advance at Da-
Futh in the wholesale price of 50s per ton. to
$3 por tom;on cars there, This would make
tho cost 88 per ton on track Winntpeg, mak-
ing the outlook favorable for & further ad-
vance in this market,

DrYy Goobs.—Aboat the same features aro
.appavent as-last reported. In hats and caps,
furnishings, otc., samples were being pro-
pared for travellora to take the road for spring
business. .

Druas.—Cream of tartar. glycorine. and
sulphate of copper are firm aud ‘higher
abroad. Following prices are for small
parcels, and will shaded con-
sidetably for full packago orders: Allam

per puund, to d4}e, aleohol, 8L75;
bleeching powder, per pound; 6 to
8c; Vbluestone, 43 to Je; blue vit.
rol, & to 8c: borax, 11 to 18¢c; bromido

potash &5 to 75¢; camphor, 75 to 83c;
camphor, ounces, 8) to 90c; carbolic acid,
40 to 63c; castor oil, 11 to 1B¢; chlorate
" potash, 28 to 85c; citric acid, 55 to Gic; cop-
poras, 8} to do; cocaine, per oz, $7.50 to
$3,00; cream tavtar, per pound, 28 to 83c;
cloves, 20 to 25¢; opsocm salts, 83 todc; ox-
tract logwood, bulk, 14 to 18c; do., boxes, 18
t0200; Germanquinine, 80 to40c; glycerine,
per pound, %) to 25¢; ginger, Jamalca, 23 to
40c; do., African, 20" to 25¢c; Howard's
quinine, per ounce, 85 t6 45¢; iodine, $3.50
to $6.00; insect powder, 85 to 40c; morphia
sul,, 81.90 to 2.25. Opium, $1.50 to 5.00;
oil, olive, 81.25 to 1,40; oil, U.S, salad, $1.25
{0 1.40; oit, lomon, super $2.25 to2.75; oil,
peppermint, 34.00 to 4.50; oil, cod liver,
$2.25 to 82.75 par gallon ; oxalice acid, 13 to
}6c; . potess iodide, S$1.25 to SL35D,
paris green, 17 to 17¢c 1b; saltpotre;
10 to 12¢; sal rochelle, *0 to Bc; shellae, 15
to. 5063 sulphur flowers, 83 to S¢; sulphnr
roll. per keg, 8 to So; soda bicarb, per keg
of 112 pounds, $3.75 to $4.23; sal soda, $2 to
$3; tartaric acid, per lb., 45 to 53c.

GREBN FRUITS.—Apples are coming for-
ward freely, of fall varieties, some being very
fine, but no winter fruit has coms in yet,
Prices'are easier. Owing to ths fine crop of”
.apples in Great Britain .and throughont:
Europe, there is no: export démand,.aud this
is the consequence of the low-prices. The
small crop of apples in Canada is tharefore
not & misfortuno, for if the crop had been
largs there would have »een no salo for them.
Ontario grapes, pears and tomatoes are com-
-ing, buat very few plums. In fact the few
Ontario plums received here are usually out
of condition. and they do not handle
plums properly in the east to ship here.
Some of the grapes are also a little.out of
condition, but the concords are bettar than-
the dther variufies. California fruits, par-
ticularly plums, and also peaches to some
extent, are gotting to be slow sale, the de-
mand for the season for presorving appeariag
‘%0 have been about siipplied, No -crabs
have beon in and there may not bosny
more this season. Prices a“e: Messina
lemons $7 per box; bananas $2.25 to 83 per
‘bunch as to size; California peaches $1.25 to
$1.50 "per box; Orégon and Washington
plums $1.25 to $1.50 por bok; California and
Oregon pears $2.25 to- $3.00 por box; apples
£3.00 t0 $3.25 per barrel; Ontario councord.
grapes 50¢ per basket of 10 lbs; Ontario
“white Niagara and Red Roger’s grapes 65:.

~per basket of 10 1bs; Ontario poars GO to 90c
per ‘basket . California grapes, tokays. §3,00
~t0 $3.25 por.crate; tomatoes 9Nc o $1.10 per’
basket. Layerfigs. 10 1b. boxes, 15¢ perlb,;

~do., 14 oance "boxes, 1.50 per dozen; dates7 .
_to7ica lb. A

Y13i—Oyaters are now coming into de-
mand, aud there is a regular supply on
hand, Local jobbing prices for fresh fish
aro as follows: B.C. salmon. l4c; Lake Sup-
erior trout, 0o; whitefish. Go; pickerel, 8o:
finnan haddies, 7¢; kippared goldeyes, 80c doz.
Very littlo doing 1n salt fish ; oysters. $2 for
staudards and $2.23 selects, pzr gallon.

GROCERIES.—Thero has beon considerable
talk about higher prices for new prunes.
Soveral reports have beon in circulation
about & very short crop of French prunes,
equal it is said to 80 per cent. of the usual
crop, and higher prices are asked. 'The
Austrian prune crop is also said to be very
small. Itissaid the French crop is so small
thut French houses have been inguiring as to
the cost of importing California prunes to
supply their trade. A few more new Valen-
cias have been received in Eastern Caunada
marketa. P'ors are firm and active. Re-
finers have been casier on sugars since our
last wport. Montreal refiners have sold
%ra.nulated at 8 15.16¢c, which is oue point
ower than previous prices. Yellows were
quoted at 8 to 8fc at the refinerios. At latest
reports the market was firmar., It is not
thought that the recent advance.in wcoden-
.ware in.the.east will have much innflsenco on
this market, a3 any important aivance here
would open the door for imports from the

United States. As it 13 lmports of car lot3 of.
wooden ware from the United. ‘States
were made iuto this mavrket not a

great while ago. 'The price of wooden
ware in Canada is kept as close as passible to
the import price. the duty being 20 per cent.,
which the manafacturers take advautage of.
There nas been considerable excitement in
canned goods in this markeét lately, and evi-
dently sume cutting in prices has heen done
by tho representatives of eastern cauners:
At any rate goods a.e being Jffered by the
packers at unusually low piices, particularly
for corn and tomatoes, rocent quotations
heing about as low as ever reported here.
Agents who placed goods here a shoert time
ago at higher prices, are gotting into tronble,
a3 buyers are demanding a rebate on azcount
of the low prices offered recently. ‘The
breeking up of the pacKers' association has
ovidently made quite a change in the situa-
tion,

Later reports from the east indicate

"that the stronger position of sugars has
developed fast and thore have been two ad-
vances at the Canadian refineries this
week, The position of sugars is cerrainly
stronger than it has been for some time,
owing to increased demand and the necessity
of the United States markets, which will call
for large importations of beet sugar. Prices
Dave advanced § to 8-l6z at Canadian refiner-
ies this week and refiners now quote granu-
lated at 4 1-18¢, and yellows at 3 1-16 to Sjc
as to grade,

HARDWARE, PAINTS, ETC,—Tho strongest
line at present appears to be cordage. Eaist-
ern manufacturers have made two 4c advances
on both manilla and sisal cordage. Turpos-
tinghas advanced 15 Southrecently. Refined
petioleum is more active and firmer, owing
toadvances in-cruda,

Information was received here to-day that
the cutt and wire nail associations have with-
drawn all quotations, and it is expected that
the two associations will adopt the United
States scale of extras, which will mako some
important changes in these goods, Itisalso
said to be not improbable that aunother
advance will be-made  in cut and wire nails.
‘Whatever changes are to be made will be

- announced on October 1.

Raw Funm—A few odd skins have come
in, mostly skunk and mink, but they are far

:from prime yet and grade only No. 3 o~ No.
4. It 'is too early to look for cny

-new business for some time yet. A lotor two

- of 1ait ‘winter’s furs from tho far nosth coun-



