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THE COMMERCIAL.

An Barly Chapter in the History of Steel
Pens.

The subject of the identity of the inventor of
steel pens has lately been broached in one of the
Birmingham papers, in connection with which
attention has bLeen drawn to the statement,
made some years ago, that the first steel pens
were made by Daniel Fellows, of Sedgley, an
old sportsman, intimate in his younger days
with the then Lord Dudley, of Himley. D. Fel.
lows also made gold pens and claimed to be the
inventor of them, but this was disputed by a
Dr. Wise, of London, between whom and Fel.
lows a paper war was carried on respecting it
some seventy or eighty years ago. The writer
of the abovestatement wasasked to give further
details, names, dates, etc., and he then stated
that the “ paper war ” was by rival hand-bills ;
that he had been at Fellows' hiouse in 1506,
and seen ‘- Thomas Sheldon, his apprentice,
making steel pens;” that Fellows began tomake
steel pens about 1793, that he hunself paid Shel.
don £100 in 1822 for pens, and more than that
amount in 1823, but that soon after the machine-
made pens of Mitchell & Gillott took the place
of tbe barrel-made pens.  Another contributor
(“T.S.”) wrote that in IS15 Sheldon’s pens
were sold at 18s. per dozen, less 10 per cent. for
cash, that they were the barrel-shape, and that
with bone handle and cover to protect the pen,
for pocket, the price of L. Smith & Co.’s steel
book was 3Gs. per duzen, discount 25 per cent.
quarterly, or 5 per cent, for prompt cash. The
writer added that he had in his possession a
metallic pen, of Duteh make, the date of which
was provable us sold iu the year 1717.— Prins-
ing Limes and Lithoyrapher.

Uniform Gange of Track.

In the carly times of ruilway construction the
width, says the Cincinnati Pricc Cnrrent, wasa
matter of small concern, so that he carrying
capacity was deemed an cconomical one; bue
with the vpst growth of the railway system it
soon Lecame appavent that a uniform gaunge of
connecting lines, was essential to rapid and cco-
nomical transit. The roads north of the Ohio
and Potomac rivers scttled down upon a gauge
of four feet cight and onc-half inches, which is
now called the standard gauge, while the south.
roads were all, or nearly all, of the uniform
width of five feet. It is now becoming a matter
of importance that all the railroads of the coun-
try, Novth and South, should be able to traus.
fer their cars from one track to another without
tho unnccessary cxpense and delay of changing
trucks or breaking bulk, and we ave glad to sce
& disposition manifested 1+ the managers of
most of the southern roads to meet the require.
ments of through traffic by adopting the stand.
ard gauge. The Cincinnati, New Orleans &
Texas Pacific, lessee of the Cincinnati Southern,
bas applicd to the trustees of that voad for per.
mission to make 1t of standard gauge. The step
has been taken Lecause of the Lelief that the
business of the company would -be much larger
if the gauge was the same as that of all the lines
north of the Ohio river. Strangeas it may scem,
this request is not received in some quarters
with favor, the fact only showing that all of the
fogics arc not yet dead.

Early Type-Pounding,

In 1636 Joseph Moxon, the carliest writer on
the technique of printivg, type-founding, ete.,
published his * Mcchanical Exercises,” a work
often quoted in the typographical hterature of
to-day. He was thefirst of Eunglish letter-cut-
ters to reduco to rule the art which before him
had been practised only by guess, and left to
succeeding artists examples that they might
follow. By nice and accurate divisions ho ad.
justed tho size, situation and form of the sev-
eral parts and members of letters, and the pro-
portion which every part bore to the whole,
The bodies most in use when Moxon wrote, and
which were the only ones noticed by him, were
Pearl, Nonpareil, Brevier, Long Primer, Pica,
Euglish, Great Primer, Double Pica, Two-line
English and French Canon. Moxon further
says: ““We have one hody move, which is somo
times used in England, that is, 2 Small Pica;
but I account it no discretion in a master prin-
ter to provide it, beeanse it differs so little from
Pica, that unless the workmen be more careful
than they sometimes are, it it may be mingled
with Pica, and so the Leauty of both may be
destroyed.” Moxon followed the occupation of
a mathematical instrument maker, and was hy-
dographer to the king.

SumMeNts of grain from the Province as
shown by Custom House returns at Emerson,
from Dee. i to Jan, 17th, amounted to 144,176
bushels of wheat, and 6,550 bushels of flax seed.

R. BROWNL & CO., NORTILWEST TENT FACTORY

45 Bannatyne Street Weet, Winnipey, wauufacturers o
Tenty, Awninys, Tarpaulins and S'mlcs of all kiuds, on
hand or made 10 order.  Blinds and Rollers of all sizes
{or Stores aud Dwellings—1'lain, Figured and Dado.

EDE & HOOPER, DEALERS IN MONUMENTS, HEAD
Stoncs, Mantle Piccw, Grates, ete.  Special designs fur.
aished onapplication  Maln St., Winnipeg,

ANDREW SCIIMIDT, MANUFACTURER OF TELE.
onafi Instruments, Annunciators, and all electric work.
Siher plating a sl;cchlx,y. All kinds of stuall work in
brasy, iron and steel o onder.  Hatels and private houses
fitted np with clectric bells,  Brass Castings of every
dezeription. No. 15 MeDermott Strect, cor. Arthur Stecet

The Bell Telephone Co., of Canada.

ANDW, ROBRRTSON, President. C. F. Sisg, Vice-President.
C. ¥, Scrarxr, Sccretary-Treasurcer,

This Company, which owns the Telephone Patents in
Canada of Bell, Blake, Edison, Phelphs, Gray and others
will turnish instrutuents of different styles, and applicable
to a varicty of uses. It wili arrange to connect pracessiot
having telegraphic facilities witn the nearest tc)cg{nph
ottice, or it witl bulld private Mnces for individuals or tirins
connectingg their different places of business or residence,

Tnis company is also prepared to manufacture Tele
graph and Electrical Iustruments, Electro-Medical ap.
parstuy, Fire Alann apparatus, Mazmets for Mills, Elce-
tric GayJighting apparatuy, Bunglar alarms, Hotel and
tlouse Annunciatory, Electric  Call.Bells, &c.  Any
turther information relating hicreto can bo obtained from
the Company,

NO. 12 HOSPITAL STREET, MONTREAL,
OR PROX

MR. F. G. WALSH AGENT, WINNIPEG,

N.B.—-All pereons using Telephones not licensed by-

this Company arc hereby respoctiully nolificd that they
are liable to prosecution aud fordamages rorinfringement
and will be prosccuted to the tull extent of the law,

J. JOHNSTON,
Fur Dresser and Dyer

SOUTH SEA SEAL RENRWED.

MY MOTTO.—~First ClasyWork and I'unctual Attendance.
13 JARVIS STREET,

TORGOGNTO, ONT,

S. GREENSHIELDS, SON & CO0.,

Wholesale Pry Goods,
McGown & McArthur, Agents.  MONTREAL.

THOMAS MAY & CO,,

Millinery and Faney Dry Goods,

McGown & McArthur, Agents. MIONTREAL.
Noveltics received fortnightly throughout the year.

COGHRANE, CASSILS & GO0.,

Manufacturers of Boots and Shoes,
McGown & Meirthur, Agents. MONTREAL.
SAMPLE ROOMS, Nos. 1 and 2 Donaldson Block,

343 Main Street, Winnipeg,.

EDWARD TERRY,
PORTLAND, REENC'and THORALD CENENTS,

. PLASTER PARIS,
Fire Brick and Clay, Sewer Pipes, Hair, Lime, White
and Grey, Land Plaster, Salt, &c.,

23 and 25 GEORGE STRELT, TORONTO.

To the Grocery Trade:
Having been appointed Agent for the British Manufac.

turing go';' (Lamited), I will soon have a stock of their

“Globe London Soap IPow.der,”
an article unequailed for dispensing with the hard labour
of washing and cleansing, ete.

B. V. MILLIDGE,
824 Main Street, Corner Sutherland Strect, Winnipe,,

Manulacturers ot
BISCUIT--every variety, Brooms.
Coffec & Spices. Sclf-Raising Flour,

The Trade only supplicd, and on best terme.  Send for

Price List. .
WOoOns, OVENS & CO.,
Factory and Office—Corner Hliggins, Fonscca and Argyle
Streets, Winnlpeg. .

FORrR SALR.

10 OR 200 CORDS DRY POPLAR

ON RAILWAY TRACK HERE.
APPLY TO
D. ALLAN. WEST SELKIRK.

WINNIPEG FURNITURE and UNDERTARING HOUSE
M. HUGIHIIS,
Dealer in
HOUSEHOLD AND OFFICE FURNITURE.
Undertaking a Specialty.  Coffin Caskets and Trimming
Wholesale.  Mctallic Caskets also in Stock.

Linklater & Deslauriers,

WHOLESALE DEALERS IN

HARDWARE, STOVES, TINWARE,

MANUFACTURERS OF
GALVANIZED IRON CORNICES.

Rootug, Steam Heating, Plumbing and Gas Fitiing and
Genceral Jobbluy prompt]} attcndod to,

$20&522 MAINSTREET, WINNIPEG




