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L woolt, Texas and territory fleeces feel-
Jemand mostly.  There were 247 fail-
Jibe United States daiing the past week
4 to Bradstrec's, as compared with 2350
P Lreceding weel,, and with 192, 196 and
B pectively in the corresponding weeks of
i {ngand 1882, About 87 par ceat. were
¢ small tradens whose capital was less
= 4000, Caurda hod 37, an inciease
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1 gbe Transportation Sltuatlon

zover the ground very carefully again
ggl(ycon\u'te(l shat therailway combina-
trotling freight mates throughout the
se not the remotest idea of doing jus-
% Yo limbereen of the Northwest duwr-
imming season.  The Omaha, North-
%d\lil\mlkce hines have absolate coa
1 cetatry north and west of Chicugo
{ lmber carrying is concerted., In
i’m these Hues scem {0 be supreme
w s:ldom interfered  with that the
i Chicago is o mere nothing within
&iu. Dming the lost ten yeaes, how.
-fe lings have been extended soasto
-1 Nebraska, Kansas, sonthern Jowa and
Yirsouri, and they are fully able to cone.
wiarrying in these sections as casily as
in the Northwest, but they do not aad
eers of the Northwest are the sutfor.
3by. They st down and permit the
lines to contiol mitlions of tens to
Bz 3river peints and beyond with sacha
iessasto indicate plainly that they ate
B der the control of the Chicago lines or
B diy will become 50 Year after yeur
w W en the Southwest is to be sup-
gots lamber, the Chicago haes will make
ate and 6l the country from Sioux
:i}e Indian temvitory, full of lumbert
oot the Nortnwest fiom any partici-
{the Lusiness and =l this without even
Korrotest on the part of the Northwest.
gsiwho bold therr tariffs and go without
Four years ago the Omoha witha
fiekh of trumpets entered the field
y ins- to stand by and protect the lum-
> 3 Wisconsin, as they ((he lumbernen)
b Sandun the river and invest £100,000,-
E Jls and autfits for naking lumber 1o
Edated in the Southwest. Simce that
ri'a\?r of Chicago has increased in the
t,2od had it not been for the mar-
gzrdcpmcnt of the Northwest the
;Kumbcnmn would have been smashed
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treent, A fow of them on the lake
il wduge in zending their staff to
; be seat thence by 1mil to Kansas,
Sx«- aid Jowa, but the majerity were
s+{reloce figures so as to sell in the
&3 entil they aze now dowu to bed
¥k, All have beggad, prayed, pro-
repargued for velinf at the bands of the
vithout in the least = esting their
(‘ settled pnh« .
?‘ﬁl as the cutting capactty of the mills
Ftawestis beiay constan.ly increased,
amattes of great moment to seri-
~¥der whother the extreme limit has
-gtachied, witaoat involving tec entire
*“din comwen rum or whether thee is

n

3

i

4

3

a possibility of bringing abont such a change in
railway management as to seewie the trade of
the Sonthwest as sgainst Chicago, We confess
that after the vigorous cflorts which have been
made we areat a loss to figure out what1s to
be the outeome or what remedy theie is at
hand. The only solution which oceurs to us
for the Chippewa, Wisionsin and 8t. Croix
tiver mills is to resoit to 1afting down the
rtiver. This would tarow 600,000,000 feet on to
the viver warkets to be distribated from puints
between Dubugque and St. Louas, westward
over the Chicago lines and at che same tune
velieve the Noithwest of the burden of an
overstock of lumber. Tuis plan is possible and
would at ence solse the whole matter. The
only drawbzek which could now be movided
against would be that the Chicago lmes might
cavry cheaper Lo the west fiom Chicago than
they did from tiver pumnts, which they have re-
peatedly donein the past.  Snch rank injustice
would be no moie outrageovs than
adjustments have been Jor years, o s2y voth-
ing of the incquous system of rebates, draw-
backs and cut rates, which mzde them stiil
worse.

That this is the main gaestion to be consider-
ed in the Northwest there be no doubt, aad
these suggestions are now  thrown out to call
up the subject hefore it is too late to apply the
oaly remedy.  We shall hope to hear shortly of
acall for a meeting to be held, say at Fau
Claiie, whete the subject can be folly discussed
before piling commences. 1 this is nol done
somebody 19 gowg to by badly hurt hefore 1886
aciives.—- Meswsappi Valley Luntberman  and
Manusacturer,
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The Dry Goods Trade and the Tanf,

The following mewmorial hias been seut to the
Finance Mimster by the Iny Goods Merchants
of Toronto on the ta.iff cunges:

That it is the opinion of the dry goods tiade
that the ciange purposed in section 1, clause 4,
relating to costume cloths, serges, and similar
falnics under 25 inches wide, i3 unadvisable.
owing to the difficultics that are likely to arise
as to the classification, especially in the smaller
ports.  This paiticolar class of goods has
amays been tionblesome, and the t.ade here
has good 1cason to believe that goods 2ie often
entesed at small ports of entry .t irregular and
lower rates.  Also that now. the classification
beiug well establisived and kaown by both im-
porters anl appraisers, any caange therdn is
unadvisable, «nd the Goverament is earnestly
requested to withdraw that clse, and allow
the daties on these goods to vemain os at pres
ent.  If, however, for parposes of revenne, the
Government determiacd to wmairtzin the ad-
vaneed wate of duty of 25 per cent., then it is
she apiaton of the tiade hete that they

SHOULD MARE TilE CLASNFICATION
as clear as poswble. The trade would alwo
respectiully request that the increased Tate of
duty on earpets, umbrellas, proazols, end win
ceys be not eaforced uniil the first of April, to
silow the entry of all siders given for such
goods Lefore the proposed change wie an
nouneed, it being a well-known fact that con-
siderable quantitics of these goods are now on
the way to §ill orders taken by tiic Uiade on the

the tarifl

basis of the present rate of duty,and shoald the
increased rate be enforced now the extia five
per cent. will bo a clear loss to importess,
without a chance for them to recoup them.

selves 3 that tho proposed change in the clauses
relating to the cosis of inland trausportation,
ete., are, iu the opinivy of tae dry goods trade,
very uunecessary, «aasing much labor without
producing auy appreciable result, and would
open tine duot to fraud,  As we believe that it
Yan been the expericace of the United States
Gosernmen? that it was inevitably impossible
to enforee steb a clause,with justice to the hon.
est importer, and as fav as the interests of our
own trade a1e concerned we would prefer zn
increase in the rate of duty if such is needed,--
Dominion Dry Goods Report,
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The Business S ltdanou

The present indications of reviving business
are senewhat more nume-ons and significant,
especially at Western trade canters,  Thismey
however, be owing to the activity in the speca-
lative markets for the last few wecks, which
s put moaey iu civenlation and stimulated
genera! tiade,  The railroad strikes have had
a disconraging cflect, and it is the general opin-
ion that the outlook would have bLeen consider-
ably better bat for this disturbance.  Reports
continue to be more favorable as regards the
general markets, and at most points, with the
zrrival of better weather, there has been an in-
creased number of sales in all stapls liues, al-
though the interior purchasers do not appear to
be tiking goods in excess of their immediate
wunts,  ‘The commercial demand for fuunds at
Chicago and celsewhere west has increased, and
for the above and other reasons traders have
been inctined to look with more favor on the
prospects for business dusing theearlier potion
of 1885.  Some discouraging accounts have
beea received of the indvst, ial situation of the
cast, ielieved only by a hitle better feelmg in
regard to pig iron, not growing out of improved
prices, but from the hetter genernl appearance
of the market. It is reporved that orders for
10,000 or 12,000 tous of laidge ron have bLeen
p'aced within the past fuw weeks, which bas
given the ivon trade a promising aspeet, There
is an increased demand in the nail tiade, tend-
ing to show that building epemtions will be ac-
tive duving the coming senson.  Iron men de-
cla,e that the ext-eme pomt of shiivkage in
their cade ay been growing beneath ihe sur-
face, as stocks ha. ¢ decieased, which will <oon
menifest itself in an encouraging manuer.
Thia pleasant prediction 1emaims to be verified.
Iron ic almost king, and is an index business.
When the von trde prospersall other trades
are prosperous,  The sccent dechae m Eoghsh
consols cansed Ly foreign  complications de.
preseed all othes casses of English sccurities.
This caused a strong maket for Awmerican
stocks and bonds, in which thore who have
sold consols et the dedine were disposed to e
vest the procecds of their sale.  New York
prices ke ve been well sustawed by this cause,
in spite of strikes, blachwdes, compe'ition, re-
duced dividends and the alarm scunded by
croakers.  The reassering declamtion of Glad.
stone and the lull in the was excitement have,



