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¢ ewreteem—e ST IS
given, the rough lino sprang up the banlk
and tho enomy gave way." (Records, H2nd
f;. 1., p. 210)., Orderis tho rulo, and such
circumstances demand excoptional mea-
sures, Undor modorn long ranges such
casos will ocsur more fraquently.

‘Tho nature of the intervoning ground and
tho enemy’s-firo must dotermine the qties-
tion. ‘That formation will be tho most suit.
ablo which will enablo the assailant to
traverss tho intervening space with the
least loss,in tho best order to guard against
Interruptions, and from which he can form
Iine most readily bofore entering upon the
arcna of tho attack nroper.

Even the Prassinn ¢ small columns march.
ing swiftly,” might.bs accepte-l asn mecans’
if suited to the ground, provided they do-
ploy befors :entering upon tho arenn of the-
attack propet. - - .

Across.grounil thg nature of which rendars
an advante in iine impracticable.and except
where it is so exposed to firo that theox
tension and. succepsive dashes of the whole
(as with skirmislrers and supports, p. 23)
advisable,the flank march of tours, from the
widor freedom which it offers to thio exer-
ciso of judgment among subordinates, whe-
ther for divergence, variety of pace, or tem-
porary loosening of files, scoms likely lo
combine the greatest facilities for getting
over the ground, taking advantage of.all
cover, and.muintajoing an amount of order,
from which (e qrder of tho whole can 1most
readily Yo resumed. It might almost be
denomingied the independent maich of com-
panies but nolquite so—order must Le the
rule, independenceo the exception,

Adeance of - the sceond line —The clicum
stances underwhich the advancs of the lirst
line acrogs the space to-tho Liotders of the
attack propér is made, differs somewhat
from those of tho secord. The fitst line
follows tho skirmishers while they aro still
in motion. During their brogress the enemy

are comparatively slightly engaged (though ]

the artillery mus} endeavour to make up for
it), and they mighk even share witn the
skirimishers & small portion of the aimed
firo ; the unaimed shot sphero is cantiually
varying with tho mark ; and the firing geno
rally is more scattered. When the skirmish-
ers and tho:fitst line have reached their
positionithe enemy will be mors hotly engag:
ed, the:directioir of theig fire will Lo noro
steady, and the shot spheres pretty cone
stant. ‘fhe-:secongd line (except for the
enemy’s. artiliery), when the time arrives,
may advanos in almost nny formation: that
the gronnd.will admit, avoiding theunaimed
shot sphares. If theground adirits, the four
leop linesvill often bo the best for present
and future.purposcs. :

From this. i6. wili boswen thas i
tack is opened by  bodies separated fiom
each other by 100 or 500 yards special facili.
ties will often bo afforded for bringing up
the sccond [ine with litlle risk. Theso
dispositions may thep be conveited intocont
verging allack by iocluing towatrds the
centre, or a flink, durdag the aftack pro
per.
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RUSSIA IN CENTRAL ASIA.

(From the New Y&k T.mr Y

Lo questior 13 asked what, 1s the mean:
ing of this restless and deterwined advanco
of Russia castward and soutkward 2 It is
mere lust of cobyuest that, prompts her to
absord the Kharates uowsy aud.to wso than
afterward gs & stepping stope wiwards Brit
iah India?. Darily so, pechape, but not on®

D

THE VOLUNTEER REVIEW.

s  a m s - .y

tirely so. It has beon tho misfortuno ‘of
Russia to have acquired an empive as large
of this continent, on the wrong-side of tho
backbone of tho Weslern llemisphero. In
Europo auit Asia alike tho immense plains
which constitute tho Dominions of the Czar,
slopa in tho wrong direction. {lor great ri-
vers havo either no vimble outlet at all, or
flow 1ato the Artic Ucean. Did the people
at the North Pole need her gran, her hentp,
or her fur, and were the girdle of porpetual
ico removed, sho would take rank as oneof
the foremost commercial and maratime pow*
ers of the world. But ns the great Ingh:
ways of western commorge aro the Moditer-
ranean, the Atlantie, and the'dndion Ocean,
and as she possesses very intidequate moeang
of reaching avy of them, the greatest prob-
‘Tem of Rassianstatesmanslup must continue
to be as it bas been for the Jast tivo hundred
years, how to obtain for-her a sonthorn sen-
board? Elihu Banitt pablished, in March
1871, a little paniphlet composed of contrt-
butions ingerted in.the Yunes and athor joue.
nals, in which the view of the sabject is very
fully illustrated, lere- arg some points
from his argument =— . .

“Russjais virtually a riverless -empire.
It i3 full of rivers, graat.and small, but
either they riuf to no ports-'of her own or
they areworthless for cqmmerce. .
Imagine n great bayou af the Misspssippi,
Jast bolow Vicksburg, of .the dimensions of
‘the Black Sea.  Imagine all the rivers in
tho United States from Maine 40 Taxas, fo
run into this salt-water bpyou, and that all
‘thio cobmprco-that floats on those rivers has
through tbat short length of the niver that
connects the inland sen with the Gulf of
Mexico. Then roalize, if you can that this
short and narrow straib is called the Bospho-
rus, and that New Orleans isConstantinople,
and'that wll the commerte of the Uniter)
‘States, east of Racky Mountans, that finds
its way to thie Atlantic, has to pass between
the ports of i foreign nation, of a race, lan-
guage, and roligion as alian to us as any
pagao people can be, * ¢ See
what long rivers run northward into tho
Arclic Ucean, ns the Obe Yanisee, Lina,
and others. * ® * Look the
other way and see the lengih and coursa of
the famous Volgaand Ural, "These fill into
the Cispian & warmer sea ; but thoy might
as well run into our Lake of tho Woods; so
far as ocean connection and: commerce are
concerned.”

The political and geographical necessities
of Russin means onc and the samn thing.
Traco the dong line of her southern frontier,
and youn have a key totho past, present, and
futyre problems of Russian diplomacy. Den
mark holds tho entrance to the Baltic; Drus
sia debars her Muscovite neighbor from got-
ting a port on tho North Sea; Austria lies
between her and thg Adriatié, and she must
conquer Turkey to command the Dirdane-
iles, where a fort or two conld ab dny 1ime
neutralize all the benefits of the few hundred
miteg of seaboard betweeen tho mouth of
the Dnicper and the mouth of the Dun.
Then comes Asiate Turkey. then the laud-
locked Caspian with Persia_on its southern
shore, culling off aceess to the Porsiun Gulf,
«nd then, ascuming the ultimate conquest
of Yurkastan thero aro Afghanistan, and Be-
loochistsn, interposing u salid wedge of ter~

- nitory between Russiaaad thesouthern ocean

From that point onward to ths far distant
Paaific, half & contment lies boliceen Ruasia
tand the southern soaboard of Asia.  Nicho
{1ns 2ried to pierco this wall of territorial adn

mant atits weakest point, in the Danabian

Prncipalitics, and found reason 6 repeat
]his rashness,  His son is driviog the vedgs
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daro, with thoe view of striking somo dny for
Persia or Afghamstan, and so giving Russia
& broad ocoan outlet for producty whioch sho
at prosent carries by many tortuous and nar.
row chaunels to th:o markets of tlpworld,
1t may seam that he might ag well continuo
his father’s policy and by mtrigues and
-tooney in Greoeco,Roumaniy, and Servia pave
tho way for nnothernrmed attempt to clutch
at the sick man's inlieritance.’ But then he
would have to fight Austria, sud perhaps
Germany as well 9s-Great Britain, [n Asia
on the other and, thore 1s only-the British to,
denl with and an effete dynasty to topple
over, whether Iferat or Psheran bo made
the objective point of advance, 1t.is diffoult
to seo on what grounds the usually well-in*
formed JIndspendence Belge assumes that
thereis no necessary divergence batween
theinterests of Great Britain  and Russig-in
Central Asia. Keeping in vies the fact that
Eagland nught as well quit Indin at once,
as allotv Russia to cammaod-the cpast of the
Arabian Son, it is very bard to seo how shio
can avoid drifting into war about Porsinop
 Afghanistan somoe day. .

Staatesioat  Ratuwavs.—The DIrussian,
Minister of Commerce haslaid befors Parlia
ment a scheme of new Government rajlivays,
113 millions; works to bo entered upon
Jorthwith, and in order to comploto com
munication with all parls of the country,
Uné hno is to be built at ouce between Cob.
lentz, Trier, Diedenbofen (Thionville), and
by thus means there will be direce communi
cation between Motz and the Russian frontier
through Berlin,  Other short lines aro also
to bo made, so that thero may be a concen
tration of several lines of railway on the new
frontier and there will never again bo thé
samo delay as in the last war in sending
troops on to the front. )

Au ingenions Eeoglish inveator has iurned
clectricity to 2 new aceduat, but not as yet
with complete success, is object is to uge
itas n motive power for tho propulsion of
vessels in lieu of stoam, and ho tried the ex-
pertment the other day on 2 yacht named
the Miranda, with a screw detached. 'Tho
result was the driving of the shaft at such
an immenso velocly that beforo the machine
could be stoped, 1t had broken awsay the
fastenings, being to powerfnl by half for ail
tho work it had to do. ‘Tho mventorof the
machino, which is called the ** Electro Mag-
net Motor, ?* aestimirtes the number of 1ts.
revolution at full speed at from 1,400 to
1,0:¥) per minute. :

The Frenenn | pers continuo to dwell up.
on the letter of thh Duc de Gramant. Tt is

stuted that the Duc de Gramont is to com-

municate to the Commission of Inquiry sove-

rdl imporlant documents to prove that -
Austria nad intimated to Franco ils occure
enco in the war. against Goranany, Among
thesoe documents i3 said to be the nushentic
darit af a treaty ofalliance bstweon the two
Empires. Oa theother hand, it is s(atod
that the most omphati ccutradictions of the
statcment made by the Duc de G ramont are
received from all quarters It is specially
stated that tho draft treaty in question had
no connection with the ovents rf 1370 ‘The

publication of these documents, which kns:
becomo incispengable, is nnxiously looked

' far.



