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CORRESPONDENCE.

[The Editor does nnt holld himzcyf responsible Jor
individual expresstons of opinion {n rommuni-
eations adidressed (o the VOLUNTLEYR RIVIEW.])

FROM MONTIREAL.

(BY OUR OWX CORRESPONDENT.)

Last Saturday ovening thoe Mechanics Hall
was tho sceno of & grand anl imposing cere-
mony in the presentation to that old and:
gallant veteran, Col. Dyde late commandant
of the Volunteer and Militis Favce, with his
portrait in oil, a nolle picture, life-sice,
life-like, and well worthv of the Conors, the
officers of tho Volunteer 3Militia [Force, who
fn their gift wished to testify to the groat
and universal esteem to wluch he wae and
ever will bo held by them. :

Col. Dydeis tho oldest citizen soldier in
Canada, having commenced as a private, and
risen step by step to the position he occu
pied ns commandant. Ifis loyalty and
patriotism have been mmifested in the
energy and activity ho bas always shown
when hiscountry called out her gallantsouns.

, Cal. Dydo first organized the Moutreal

v L ¢ Infantry, in 1353 he tonk the command
of the Montreal Riffes, which afterwads be-
camo tho Prince of \Wales Rifles. In 1856
he wis nppointed commind wat, and i 186V
was still bigher promoted to the rank of
Colonel.

Imperial favors have heen so plentifully
showered of late among our military (mce
that it is somewhat strange that the cliims
of the g«dlant aned hale old colonel should
have heen ignored.

Itis to be linped that tardy justice witl,
Bhetter late than never,” bemeted out to
this Canadian vetern, and no higher com
pliment to the volunteer forco could be
mide than that the recognition by govern-
ment of the long and valusble secvices of
Col. Dyde. ’

The Mechanics Tiall on the occasion of

the presentation was literally crammed with
an audienca comprising many of the leading }
citizens of the city, also a number of volun- !
teers, officers and men who in their gay and
attractive uniform gave a brilliancy to the
scene.

‘The platform was tastefully decornted
with flags, at one end stood the portrait, and
in fiont were tastefully avranged the flugsof
the Hochelagas and Light Infaotry vegi- |
ments. The guard of honor was furnished |
by the “Vics,” and music, good musié too,
was furnished by ihe band of the  Vies™
and Prince of Wales Rifles.

On tho platform were seated Col. Bacon,
B. M., Cols. Bethune, David, Stevenson,
MacKny, Lovelace, Grant, Farvier, Belle,
Booker; Mnjors Alartin, John Smith, Wor
seley, Kennedy, Campbell; Captains Muir,
Smith, Dyde, Sutherland, Sinton, Ramsay
&e.. &e., with Messrs. John Leeming, E. G.
Veniy and several ladies,

The greatest enthusiam was manifested,
and the Colonel’s popularity wag apparent

in tho hearty and unanimous welcomo by
which he was received,

Col. A. A. Stevenson acted as chairman,
& position that he filled with great cradit,
Col. Dydo on his arrival was received by the
guard of honor nnd conducted to the plat:
form by Cols. Stovenson gnd David, the
band playing. As soon us the Colonel was
seated Col. Stevenson opened the mngeling
as follows :

Lapics axp GestoeMey,—Wa have assem
bled to-night for the purpose of doing Fono-
to one of our mos. highly respected feliow.
citizens, who has devoted a large portion o!
a Jong life to the Military service of his
adopted country, (Applause ) F.om skoul-
dering a musket on our own Chump de
Mars in the year 1814, he gradually vose
taough il the various grades, until he
reached tle proud position of Comrindnt
of the Active \olunteer Militia Foreo of this
city, a position which he held for over thir-
teen years. Lvery citizen of Montreal knows
well that the gallant y ommandantdisplaved
great energy and zeal in the discisarge of the
duties of lus oflice, and the ability ane taet
ho mmifested won for him the apyprobation
of the M:litin nuthornies, whilst the interost
ho took in everything relating to the welfave
of his command endeared him to every mem-
ber of the Forca with whom lie came in con-
tact, (Applause.) On the severance of bis
connection with that Foree, the oflicers re-
solved 1o present to thew late bLrigudier s
portrait of bunself n uniform. as 2 memento
of the warm friendship which had always
characterized thew iutercourse with bhim,
and in carrying out tht object the Connmit
tee were exceedmngly foitunate in sectiing
the services of Mr. Bell Smith, wn eminent
artist resuling heve, who, 1t witl be univer-
sally admitted, has pertormed his task
such @ manner a3 to reflect the highest
crallit upon Cinadin Ait. (Applausen
Through wrekinduess of my brahier oflicers,
1 have been selecte J as the med ws through
which this portrait s to be paescated to Col.
Dyde, aml | esteem it a Very great honor in.
deed to be permtted s 1o do, Lut belore
proceeding to read the address [ would take
the oppm tunity of assuring that gentieman
that 1y affords the greatest geatitication to
the oflicers of the Foice, and 1 will under.
tnke to suy the same for this vast ussem
blage of his fellow.citizens, 10 meet him
liers to night. hale and hearty, on’the com-
pletion of his seventy-lilth yeur, (great ap-
plause,) and I feel confident, that blessed .s
Lie is with a vigorous constitution and intel
lect unimp.ured, should ‘ocewsion ever vo-
quire, that gallint Veteran Volunteer would
agdn be found withng and rendy to deaw
Its sword in defence ot that glorious old flag
under which we now live, and under which
wo hope uslways to remam. (Prolonged ap-
plause.)

‘U'bo Chairman then read the f{ollowing
address :—

To Colonel John Dyde, latc Commandant of
the xéciiuc Volunteer Militia Force of Mon-
treal.

Dear Corover,—The officers of the Volun-
tear Militta Forceo of this city bave for some
time pust entertained a desive to convey to
you somo tangible token, which would serve
1o mantfest in some degreo the esteemand
atfection entertained for you by every mem-
ber of tho Volunteer Force of the city of
Montreal.

The long period during which you occu-
pied the onerous and respoasible position of
commendant (extending over thirteen
years); the readiness with .whick, while dis-

.

charging the duties of that office, you had ai,
all times exerted yourself to promoto the
efticiency and welfave of the Force under
your command ; the courtesy and considera.
tion uniformly extended by you to all the
oflicers in your brigado; tnken in connection
with your honorable military cureer, em-
biracing » period from 1814 to 1869, duiing
which period you had been uninterruptediy
A member of one or other of the Volunteer
or Militin organizations existing fiom time
to time for the defenco of the country. Al
theso counsiderations combined to inspiro
tho utmost conlidence in you as Commnn-
‘ant of this Distriet, and tended i no small
legreo to secure the highstato of efficiency
for which the corps under your ccmmand
wero ever distinguished,

ft w9, therefore, with extreme regret,
ihat the members of tho Voluntear Forco
hera lezrned, thit hy the provisious of the
Mititiv Acet of 1868, the connection which
Lad long nnd hippily subsisted Letween you
and  them  ltd been s0 unexpectedly
sovered :—and as a slight proof of the sin-
cora attuchment existing between the offi-
cers of the Forco and their biigadier, they
now feel the grentest pleasure in presenting
vou with this portrait of yourself, accom-
panied as it 1s with their ardent wishes for
the future happiness and prosperity of your-
selfi, Mis. Dyde, and family. And whilo
heartily congratul«ting yuu upon having
tus day, in the full vigor of middle man.
oo, nutained the venerable and almost
prtrinielud age of seventy-five years, they
most fervently pray that it may please Divine
Providence 1o continue your useful lite for
many yeats to come; and they would also
tun lope that the day is not far distant
when they shall have the graufication of
knowing that your | ng, futhiul, and dis-
interested seivices in defence ol our country,
wd the undeviating loyalty and patijotism
which have ever chmracterized you us n sol-
dige and 2 citizen, have Leen suitably ae-
kuowledged ty some specid mark ot dis
tinction, emannting a8 we trust it will, from |
the hand of our Beloved Sovereign.

In the name and on behall of our respec

tive corps.
E D. Davip,
Livut.-Col, Cavalry.
JaNEs Mulg,
Capt. Commanding No. 1 Troop Cavalry.
A. A. STEVENSON,
Licut.-Col. Commanding Volunteor Tield
Battery of Actillery.
Hexry McKay,
Licut. Col. Commanding Montreal Garrison
Artillery.
WiLtiax KesNepry,
AMajor Commanding No. 2 Company En-
gineers.
WiiLiay RUTH2REORD,
Captain Commanding No. 1 Company Ea-

gineers.
W. H. Switm,
Captain Commanding Montreal Light In-
funty.
Fravk Boxp,
Licut.-Col. Commanding 1st or Prince of
Wales' Rifles.
1. 1.. Roura,
Lieut.-Col, Commaunding 5t Datt.
Light Infantry?
Jony MaRTIY,
Major Commanding 6th Batf. Hochelaga
Light Infantry.

During the reading of tho address the
Chuirman was interrupted with loud and
prolonged cheering. .

At the conclusion of the address the band
gf thg’Victoria Rifles played **Auld Lang

ne,’
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