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Pastoral Visitation.
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The minister is callcd of God ta ercach the Gospel.
Is that duty doue whcn the sermion is delivcred ? We
think not. A fair beginning has just been made, that
must be foIlowed ni) by private individual dealing which
finds one of its best opportunities in pastoral visitation.
As the shepherd's care of his flock includes bis wvatch
over themn and provision for theni in the fold as well as
in the field, so the mitiister's pastoral oversight of his
people covers bis dealing with them in private as wcll
as in public. Both are esscntial and equally necessary
parts of one work. It is a very inadequate ccnccption
of the minister's work that limits it almost exclusively
ta bis pulpit performances, and regards the visitatiq-à of
the people as a secondary matter, and that often unin-
teresting and distasteful, because in it the minister
descends fromn Jus throne, his place of power, an.d
mingles %vith bis people and is made to feel their
poverty and thieir prcjudices and the tremendous pres-
sure o! their unlikeness to Christ.

Paul had no sucli conception ; hie said to the Ephies.
ian eiders as lie bade themn farewvell at Miletus IlYe
know . -. haw 1 kept nothing back that was profitable
unto you, but have sbiewed yotu, and have taught you
ptîblicly and from house to bouse, testifying both to the
J ews and aiso to the Greeks, repentance tovard God
and faith touard aur Lord Jesus Christ." And urging
themn ta faithfulness, hie says IlTherefore watch, and
remember, that by the space of tbree years 1 ceased not
ta %varn every one night and day wvith tears." Paul
preached publiciy, aud privately, and individually and
ail that wvuth such affection as broke up the founitains of
luis great lov;ng seul, and miade bim wveep over them.

We sec in Paul the truc Pastor: the consccrated
ninister of God's Evangel. Writing to Timotby his
ideal accords witb bis actual ministry hoe says ta him in
,vords fuit of awiul solemnity: IlI charge thee before
God aud the Lord Jesus Christ, wvbo shall judgo tlie
quick and the dead at bis appcaring and bis kingdom;

',Prcacli the WVord : bo instant in season and aut of
season, reprove, rohuke, exbort with ail iongsuffering
sud doctrine."

Carrying with us thon, this conviction, that wvbat we
caîl 1 «pastot al visitation " is an essential. part of aur
ministry of theWord, equal in every way in importance
--ith the puUlic proclamation, aye and often ta poor,
bungry souls o! far more imýportance, hecause tbey can
tell us their fears, temptatians. troubles. hinderances,
unbce!es, aud wc can answer themn and help them, or
at least do the best we cani ta that end , -carrying with
uas tiiis conviction. we ruay speak of the spirit snd flie
mnner in whîchi this pai t af aur ministry is ta be done.

ust. As ta the spirit iu which it is ta be doue, lu
this wotk, in whichi the minister meets bis people with.
out their Sunday garb. sud their Suuday restfulness,
aud tiacir Sunday moods, aud above ail their Sundsy
equality-!or in God's bouse ail are equal, there Ilthe
rich and polir meet together - the Lord is the maker of
tîîem ail," lie niust be a mau of !aitb, strong faith sa
that bie niay sec the immortal bebind the mortal; the
infinitely precious behind the comparatively worthless
aud despicable; the grand possibilities open ta God
bchiind the impossibilities that formn an impenetrable
waîl ta nian; the objects dear ta God in thase tbat are
often ioathsome and repuisive to the more natural
sensibilities aud tastes even o! a mn of God. The
giamour of the world touches and tdIls upon the minisier
as xvell us upon others, snd he tao, must evor be armed
wiîth the shield of iaith. The more spiritua. the duty
the miore danger, heuce the more need o! faitb. Fait
will sa heiglien and reflue, his vision that the shimmer
a! the glory of the ricli will not dazzlc hum, nor tbe
sqîraloi o! the miserable ponr discourage him, hie will
sceic the good of the soul in ail circurnrtances, seek it
belicvingly, aud thereforo, bravely aud heroicaliy.
4.Not yours but you." being bis motta. Faith is
urgently needed ta carry this out consistently and con-
stantly. But lot faith live and soon lave cames in ta
hclp

As the Saintly Sibbs justly observes, " Truc faith
,works love, aud then it works by love, when it hath
wrought that holy affection, it works by it." Lave

miakes hitn iuteusely anxious and earucst ta Win souls,
snd it gives bum ton, the wisdoui of the serpent with
the barmlessuess o!the dove. It makeshlis heart break
over thc pcopie sud stirs him up ta ivatch for seuls as
one that must give account. Love brings himi inta
sympsthy Nwith tbe Saviour in His passion aud death.
And there is noue af love's labor lost.

The Sunday-School Lesson.
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VI. TI1ESE LESSONS SIIOULD uE SCIENTIFIC IN NIETIOD.

Tlic scientific method is the une oi pursonai investigation.
As applicd to Biblle study, il mean- the intelligent, systenu-
nuec, well directed study of the Bible itsil, ratlier than of
notes and comments on the Bible. Any lesson systcmi that
tends to induce the situdy of lessan helps in place af thc
study ai the Bible stands seli-coridemned. Better is the
Bible wîthoit note or comment in the hands af the scholars
than the Lest possible notes aud commeuts without the
Bible. The Importance ai this principle is aimost Leyond
nieasure. The abject of Bible study is ta study the Bible.
The only way ta kow the Bible is tause it. The only way
ta Lecamnefamiliar with it is ta use it coustantly. The
fessons, tiierefare, should be prcpared in such a ivay as to
compel the study ai the Bible itself. Otie great abject o!
the new Sunday-school crusade shauild be ta restore the
Bible ta the Sunday.schaol. Aids ta study are valuable.
%Vithin praper limits thcy should be used freely. But noue
should be permittcd which can by any possibility take the
place af the Bible in the study of the lesson. The value af
thescientiflc method in that in ail grades ai the lesson,
[rom the kindergarten methods of the infant class ta the
most abstruse doctrinal topics af the Bible class, it can
proviue for persanal wark, which shahl fix the truth in mind
and niake the Bible familiar.
VI 1. RF-SULTS TO BiE EXPECTED FROM sucII A SYSTENI OF

LESSoNS

I. Pesu/is ins I& Stizdaj'-school. Amang these we may
note the following; The chîldien wuuld be iaterested
because always learning something adapted ta their own
use and wîthin the range ai their coniprehiension. The
young people wauld le interested because making continuai
progress in knowledge. Adults would bie interested because
giving uiost of their tume ta those great subjects which
touch the problems ai hife at its must vital points. The
amount o! real Biblical instruction for oid and young would
Lie almost Le> and belief. -:u those instructed irn this way
the Bible ii ail uts parts would na longer lie as a tangled
thicket, but would become as a famuliar gardon.

2. T'he Results OuLside of Çiinday-sclho. %Vith such
a systent in use in the Sunday-school the whole question
of Bible study in schoals and calleges, in theological
seminaries and mn the pulpit, would Lie lified an toa mfr
higher plane than now. Children wvould came ta know Sa
much about the Bible as ta put their eiders ta shame.
%Veil graded lessans iii the Sunday-school are like Jack-
screws under a building, evcrything above then must risc
at their biddiug.

V111. RE-SULTS ALREADYACIIIEVED.

As the brilliant possibilities ai such a systen of Bible
study risc befare the mind, ane is fain to ask hinuseli. Is
this a vision only, or cau it become a reality? Lot me in'
answcr Lrielly state what bas already been donc toward
workzing out sucb a systenu. The methods proposed by it
%vere first tried in a Tuesday eveniug Bible class in the winter
afi S88 89 as a part ai a Psstor's work for bis young people,
The resuit vas so succcssful that au attempt was made ta
apply these r'etbods ta the lessons ai the International
Sunday schoal s>ztemn. It was soou found thiat the ends
sougbt by these mcthods were ixat those for which these
lessons were selected, sud that those methods could flot
beapplied ta these lessans. But the methads seemcd of
tao much value ta lie lost. An independent course oi
lessons ou the Lueé ai Christ was therefore prepared, sud
put on the miarket in 1891. The circulat.ionu iucecased
rapidly. New courses followed. The Bible Stiudy Union
was formed iu the auturmu ai 1893. This is an arganization
oi about five hundred distiuguished college Presidents,
Profcssors, Clergymen, Suuday scbaol Supcrintendrnts andi


