THE CANADIAN INDEPENDENT.

When she ceased he said to her: ¢ Wel),
your mother wants you to be more care-
ful next time, T suppose: and, by the
way, [ think 1 saw a lutle boy who
looked very much ke Habashy, in my
tent.”

Sure cenough, she found him there
with his nune. When she got home
with them, she found her mother— her
own dear self,—and, after giving her a
big hug, she sat quietly down by the fire,
and resolved to  be very good in the fu-
ture. She did not sit long, however,
for soon a neighing of horses, and the
running of girls and children through
the camp to meet the hunters, pro-
claimed their return.  All was  bustle
and gladness throughout the camp.
‘I'here had been a successful chase, and
the led horses were laden with buflalo
meat. These horses were led by the
young girls to the tents to be unpacked,
while the boys took the hunting horses
to water and tether in the grass.  Fath-
ers as they dismounted, took their little
children in their arms tired as they were.
Nedawi was as happy as any in the camp,
for her seventeen year-old brother, White
Hawk, had killea his first buffalo, and
had declared that the skin should be Ne-
dawi’s robe, as soon as it was tanned and
ainted.

( Tv be continued.)

IIIE DRINK PROBLEJM.

Does the hunian system in its normal
condition require any tome stimelant?
All physical analugies speak against it
We are frugivorous by nature, partly car-
nivorous by habit, but certainly not
graminivorous ; and of all animalss only
a few graminnorous ones have a natural
craving for the mildest of all stimulants:
deer, wild foats and a few of the larger
ruminants pay an occasional visit to the
neat salt-hich. Wath this eaception, the
instinct of all mammals in a state of
nature revolts against the mere taste of
our popular tipples and spices.  Strong
spirits and opuun are shunned as deadly
poisun even by reptiles and the lower in-
sects. Sustainud unly by the tonie of
the 745 @2, anbnals endure the riger of
an Arctic winter, and perform  their
physical tunctions with an energy far sur
passing the eacrtions of the most active
man. That mental vigor is compatible
with non-stimulating dJict is proved by
the teetotalism of many andient philoso-
phers, and such modern brain-workers as
Peter Baile, Grimm, lLaplace, Combe,
Frankhn. and Sheller. But can abstain-
ers combine mental activity with physical
exertion, and ospediaily with the monot
onous. lung-ontinued drudgery  of the
labouring classes? In other words, will
total abstinence do for the people at
large? ‘The Pythagoreans of Magna
Grrecia relaaed their  principles  before
they became a national party.  Still, his-
tory furnishes one excellent test case in
point : the wustern Saracens abstained
not only from wine, but from all ferment-
ed and distilled drinks whatsoever, were
as innocent of cofige as of tea and tobac-
<0, knew opium oMty as a soporific medi-
<ine, and were inclined to abstemious-
ness in the use of animal food.  Yet six
millions of those truest sons of temper-
ance held their own fur seven  enturies
against great odds of heavy-armed Gia-
ours, cxcelled all Christendom in astro-
nomy, medicine, agriculture, chemistry,
and linguistics, as wcll as in the abstract
sciences, and could boast of a whole
galaxy of philosophers and inspired pocts.
-- International Reiie.v.

—There is complaint with regard to the
sceatment of misstonarics in the Church of
England, 1t being alicged that, in some in-
stances at least, when at home they are
brought in contact with clergymen of that
church, who arc cold, distant and super-
cilious.” Whatever may be the case in
Qreat Britain, we arc g{ad to be able to
say that in this country no class of people
is received more cordially, or treated with
greater respect than are returned mission.
aries.

INTERNATIONAL S. S. LESSON,
Sunday,Feb. 6.

( Specially prepared for the Christian Help-
erby Mrs. 7. C. Yule.) ’

THE Boviooo cr Jesus.—Luke 2: 40-52.

GoLngN TEXT:—And the child grew and
waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom;
and the grace of God was upon Him,

Commit—28-32.
INTROUUCTION AND CONNECTION.

During the time that intervened betwixt
this lesson and our last, many things, e'se-
where related, transpired—as the visit of
the wise men from the East; Joseph's dreams
and subsequent fhight with Mary and her
rhild into Egypt. The massacre of the chil-
dren 1n and around Bethlchem: by Herod;
and thereturn,after Herod's death, of Joseph
and his family to Galilee.  Unlike bioygraph-
1es in general, however, our lord's child-
hood—that period of hfe which 1s so full of
suggestion and mtunation of what the man
will be -1s passed over, with the exception
of what we find in our present lesson, in
profound silence.  We are not, however,
to suppose that this was an important pur-
tion of our Lord's lfe; or that it had not
direct and special beanng upon lis great
work. It wasnecessary, 1n order that Jesus
might understand the needs of those whose
nature tHe had assumed, that He should be
fanuliar with the whole round of human
experience, infancy, childhood, and youtt,
no l#ss than that of mature years; and so,
having been temted in all points like as we
are, He would be able to succor all them
shat are tempted.

LESSON NOTES.

(40). Andthe chuld gresv—as other chil-
dren do, subject to the same laws, and
1 3ed to the same physical exercises. -
ed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom. By
this is meant, not so much that precocity of
intellect which characterizes mere genius,
as that soberness of judgment and clear dis-
cernment of truth which result from the
thoughtful and devout study of the Word of
Gud. And the yrace of God was upon Him.
Grace means divine favor resting upon, or
moral cxcellence and  beauty divinely
wrought within, an individual. In the case
of Jesus, it means both; for, though a child,
He was a holy and sinless chuld : and thus
His whole nature, turning directiy 1o God
and His Word, was beautiful and gracious
outwardly and 1awazdly both.

(41). Now Jus puarents twent — were
“wont,” or “uscd to go” —fo ferusalem, c. |
The law reguired the attendance of the!
males only at this feast ; (Ex. xxiii. 15-175)
—yct women were permutted to go, and
frequently did so—as n the case of Han-
nah (1 Sam. 1. 7; and also Mary as record-
ed here.

(42). And when He was tivelve years old.
Dr. Brown tells us that, at the age of
twelve, every Jewish boy was styled *a
son of the law ;™ being then put under a
course of instruction, and trained to fasting
and attendance on public worship, besides
being set to learn a trade. Thus Jesus
was permutted, probably for the first time,
to visit the royal city, and join in the tem-
ple services at this great national feast.

(43). And wwken they had fulfilled the duys
—thc days of the feast (Lev. 23:5-8)—cs
they returned—to Nazarcth—2tAe child [esus
tarried bckand in ferusalem, and Joseph
and hus mother knew not r( 72.  This is not
to be interpreted as a neglect of filial duty ;
but rather as an cvidence of the absorbing
effect the worship and services of the occa-
sion had had upon Him. He secems to
have beecn so engrossed and preoccupied
as nether to heed the lapse of time nor
the departure of the worshippers.

43). But they supposed him to have beew
in the company, &c.,—that is, their fellow
worshippers with whom they jouracyed.
This scems strange oversight and carcless-
ness on the part of Mary and Joseph; but
probably His discretion and prudence were
so assured as to frec them from all anxicty
on His account; while his wellknown picty
1¢ft no question in their minds of his being
with some of tue thoughtful and devout
ones of their company, conversing with
them about the things He had just secn
and heard.  Sought Him, &c.,—~probably
at evening, when they pitched their tents
for the night.

(45). Hhen the found Him not, &c. We
can only imagine the consternation, dis-
may, and bitter self-upbraiding o{ the
parents as they turned back to Jerusalem,
secking the missxgg child. How should
they answer to God for His loss, should

He never be found ? how return to their

keart.
her they were full of mystery, but they

Savor, &c.

homes withut the child who had been such
& peculiar treasure to them?

(46). Afler three days,—that iy, a day's
journzy from the city, another back, and
another, or part of another, spent 1n
scorching. /n the femple.—not an the
sanctuary, or holy place, which was ac-
cessible only to the priests, but in one of
the apartments without, where the doctors
of the law met and taught their pupils,
Hearimye them and asking them guestions,
The mode of teaching pr:lc(:scg by the
Rabbis was, by questionand answer; hence,
the asking and answering of questions by
Jesus would not, 1nitself, have been matter
of surprisc.

(47). AU that heard Him cvere aston-
tshed, &c.,—that is, at the wisdom and ma-
turity of mind He evinced. Such was
His knowledge of the mysteries of God's
law, such the acuteness of His questions
and the clearness of His answers, as to fill
all who heard Him with astonishment.

(48). They — Joseph and  Mary —zvere
amazed,—that 1s, at finding Hun there,
and engaged n swk a tway, it was
Il so unlike what might be expected o
onc of such tender years and himited oppor-
tumities.  ffis mother sard :—Son, &c. The
mother’s words, probably spoken to Him
when alone,are very gentle; and clearly -e-
veal the pain of heart with which she  ad
sought Him. It can hardly be called a re-
buke, but rather a request for an cxplana-
tion.

(49, 50). And He said untothem, &c. He
did not explain—probably his doing so
would have involved much that it was best
they should not know—but he askedinstead
—How is it ye sought me?  Waist ye (knew
ye) not, &c., or, 1n other words, was 1t not
evident to you that, since I was not with
ou, I must be occupicd with my Father™s
usiness > Mary had used the words 22y
Father,; -]Jesus used the same word, but
with a different meaning. They perceived
that He had a meaning of His own, but
they understood not the saving, and probably
forbore to question him farther. Dr. Brown
remarks :—** 7Aese, as THE PIRST KECORD-
ED WORDS OF cMurIsT, have a peculiar in-
terest over and above their intrinsic
precinusness  In His Father's house He
felt Himself breathing His own proper air;
and His words convev a gentle rebuke of
their obtuseness in requining Him to ex-
plain this.”

(51). And ke went down from Jerusa-
lem,; —in speakiny of the metropolis they

QuisTioN Stusivary,
(For rig Cracnnen.)

(40). What is saud of J=susin this verse ?
With what was He fitled ? Waat was up-
on Him? What s grae?  See note.
(41). How often did jesus' parents go to
Jerusalem?  Why did thev go there?
Why was the Passover hept 2 (Ex. 12:26-
270, How old was Jesus when He went
with them? (43, How many deys did the
feast last?  (Lev. 23:5-8:. When His par-
ents started for home, what did Jesus do?
D1id His parents know He was staying be-
hind?  (44). Where did they suppose He
was ? \tht 18 meant by 2he company ?
\What did they do when they missed” him?
135 Where did they go lvoking for Him ?
{40t How long was it after they left Jeru-
salem to go home, before they found Jesus ?
Where did they find Him?> Was He inthe
temple—proper—that s the holy place?
Where, then, was He? Why rot an the
holy place? See note. What was He
domng? (471 Why were they all aston-
ished? 481, What  were  his  parents
amazed at > What did His mother say?
t49).  Did Jesus answer His mother's ques-
tion? \What fwo questions  did He ask
her? When Jesus said Fatker, did He
mean the same that Mary meant?  Whom
did He mean? (301 Did His parents
understand Him 2 1311, Where did he go
with them? \What 1s meant by was sub-
Ject to them® See note. If He had wot
obeved His parents would //- have sinned ?
Whose law savs—Honor thy Father and
thy Mother? Who does 1t say that to?
Then, as Jesus was a chuld, wasit his duty
to do what God requires of o/ children™?
Did Jesus, like other Jewish bovs, learn &
trade® What trade®  (Mark 6130, (33).
In what did Jesus increase > Whatis it to
fncrease®  In what respects should you
imitate Jesus 7 See suugested thoughts.®
Can vou tml to umitate Jesus, and not sin
against God 2"

-

PROPRIETORSHIP.

““Ye are not your van 7

1 Cor il 19,
I am thine ™ 9

Paalm eniv gy,

Itis a great thing for the Christian te
be quite clear on this pont, that he is
not _his own, but that he belongs to
Christ.  The firm belief that Christ is

|

his master and that he is Chiist's servant
helps him greatly i finding and filling

usually said #p when gaing 1 it, and dowen | his right place in the world, while it af-

when going from w) corth them ;. and came

fo Nazareth, and was subject ‘in subjection,
obedient) wnto thens.

This being swhject
implied a life of Zabor such as His father
might appoint. He became a carpenter,
and as such had. in after years, to bear the
sncers of his townspeople (Mark 6. 3.
Thus the Creator of men became obedient
to a man, and the hands that made the

U'worlds {(Heb. 1 : 10} wrought for ycars at a
mechanic’s trad..

His mother kept (treas.
ured, hid away) all thesc savings in her
She could not explain them—to

were not things to falk about, she kopt

them in her heart.

(52). JIncreased, &c—advanced, physi-
cally and mentally, from boyhood to youth,
and from youth to manhood. J/ncreased in
These words must be under-
stood of Jesus simply as @ man. As His
human capacity increased His ability to
serve both God and men increased ; and
the apparent favor and approval of God
were in proportion. God's love and favor
for His Son were cternal and unchange-
able; but the wisible manifestations of
them were increasingly frequent while He
tabernacled with men.

SUGGESTED THOUGHTS,

Jesus' devotion to His Fathker's business
is a precious example to all young Chris-
tians. It was at fwwetve years of age as
truly His mcat and drink todo His Father’s
will, as 1t ever was in after years. A child's
work for Christ is quite as acceptable to
God as that of 2 man.

Jesus' submission to His parents is a
further example to the young. Instead of
saying—I have found my Father's house,
and I mean to stay and serve him here,
He went quictly back to Nazareth, to serve
God in obedience to His earthly parents.
He cane to keep His Father’s law (Ex. xx.
12), as vell as to do His Father’s work

Jesus’ condescending to work with His
hands, in obedience to the law of laber
that rested upon all men, is another rich ex-
ample. Let no one despise honest labor,
since the Lord of glory was nel ashamed to
spend His early manhood in working as a
mechanic.

fords him the strongest comiort amidst
the trials he meets with on carth. Helis
* bought with a price, even with the pre-
cious blood of Christ.” he is therefore
of value in the eye of his Master, however
valueless he may seem either to his fellow
men, or to himself.  Whatever may be
his faults there is something which his
Lord knows he can do and expects him
to do. He has the privilege of obtaining
strength for his work and help in every
time of need from the one Lord to whom
he is responsible.  Cther lurds have had
dominion over him to his sorrow ; but
his own true lord has found him and
claimed him, and it is now the business
of his life to glorify God in his body and
in his spirit, which are God's. *“ Ye are
not your own " is a word not addressed
to every one ; it is addressed to those
who know their Lord and own His claim
to them. He challenges them as His
purchase, and He would have them in
return to claim Him as their own,

If the thought of Christ’s proprietor-
ship in him is a help to a man in all that
is holy and pure and true and good, it is
also a marvellous solace and comfort in
affliction. For the blood-bought child of
(iod ought to feel that the sorrows of life
are not sent to destroy one who is so pre-
cious as he is in the ¢ye of his Lord.
His afflictions come not by chan e, but
are sent with a high purpose. They
ought not to make him doubt that he 1s
the Lord’s, for it is written, “Whom the
Lord loveth, He chastencth.” His cry
is, “Tam Thine, save me! Save me
from doubting Thy love, save me from
dishonoring Thy name."—ZExckange.

—Eighteen years ago, the first Protest-
ant church established in Brazil was form-
edin Rio Janeiro. Now there are several
churches with about 1,000 members. The
whole country is open for gospel work
among 12,000,000 people.



