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COMPARISON 0F WOOLS.

The officiai tests, comparing the characteristics of
thc different wools shown at the late Chicago Fair~,
have heen publishied, and the resuit is nlot without
interest to the Canadiain iool manufacturer. W\ools
wvere shown froni aln.ost every wv3ol producing country
in the wvorld, though the reports wve have seen make no
reference to Canadian wool.

It is weIl K-noivn that the mother ]and of the mierino
sheep, now most val:îed for its fine xvool, is Spain ; but
it is instructive te learn that of ail lands wvhere the
nerino sheep zio% thrives Spain lias made ieast progress

or ail. Apparently the average quality of the Spanish
nerino lias run dowr., Milîle that of most other merino

sheep raisirg countries lias gone ahead more or less.
Thie report on this subjce: in the M:zatrs'Gaete
says: «"Only twvo exhibits of Spanish merino -%vere
offered to the judges, one from a Transhumante flock,
which is pastured in summer in the mouintains in the
north, and in winter in the valleys sceveral hundred
miles ta the south. The fleeces wvere ratlier small 4and
lighit, but -f gon-1 quality, yet showing thar while scri-
ous deterioratio.. hias not occurred in thc hreed in that
country, there bias hy no mens been the same advance-
nient that lias marked the history of the breed in other
countries."

After referring ta the nool products of other count-
tries, the report goes on ta say that the fat tail sheep of
Asiatic Turkey, which ivas the only kind of 'wool
nlot zw±erino offered from foreign countries in anv serious
q-îantitics, proves to be coarse and wveak, occupying in
every qr.ality the bottom of the scale. The table shows
that the Doxvn wools arc finer than the long wools, as
a rule, and this might: be expected, but on the other
hand, the long wools are gecerally stronger, as shown
by the ultimate resistance. The strcngth of the merino
apprars to be about an ai7erage of that of the Down
wool, but as regards ats modulus of elasticity it stands
next ta the top of the list.

In mah-ing tue lists belon, recorded ail the figures
for each sex in the différent breeds and for cach coun-
try werc brouglit together and averages dcduced from
themn. In a siniilar wvay gencral averages were deter-
mincd for each breed in the severai countries ivitheut
regard Io sex. These averages show the relative posi-
tion occuricd in each case.

No. of

Mcrino .................. ............. 321
Hampshiredown ............... ...........
Southdown ........................... 41
Dorset Hcn .................... ........ 6
Shropshiredown ...............
Cheviot ..... .......... .............
Oxforddown .........................
Lincoln.. ......... ...................... 6
Coxs--old ..... ...................... 37
Fat Tail ........... ....................
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T)jIATIi STIhENGTIZ.
No. cl

i3roed. Saiples.
Cheviot...... ........................ 5
Cot-wOld ................... ........ 37
Lincoln......... .. .................. 6
Oxforddon .......... ................ 35
Dorset Horn ........................... 6
Shropshiredown....... ............... 77
INerino ........................ ...... 95
Southdown .......................... 41
Harnpshiredown ..................... 1
rat Tal............................ xi

M ODULUS OF ELASTICITY.
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No. of
Bre. Samplem Moduli.

Cotswold............................ 37 84.-27Z
Merino ............... .............. 295 80.974
.Shropshiredo .vn.. .................... 77 79.745
Southdown ................ .......... 41 79.604
Cheviot .................. .. ....... .. 5 77.725
Lincoln ............................... 6 76-719
Hampshiredown ...... .. .............. 14 75.021
Oxforddown... ...................... 35 94-761
Dorset Horn....... ................... 6 61.4o8
Fat Ta..............................' i .59.108

During the ptst decade there seenis to have been
deterioration of the fineness of the merino wool, but an
increase in the strength and elasticity. Larger frame,
larger fleeces, hardier constitutions, and consequently
heavier fleeces produce coarser and stronger wool.

The following table shows howthe products; of vani-
ous ieading wool countries compare, flot only as to
qualities of fibre, but as to iveight: of fleece. It will be
seen that, generally speaking, the langer the weight of
flccce the coarser the fibre. The table xviii be intcrest-
ing to preserve for reference: -

Wteighî of L.cnpda Finenems Strength. Bias.
fleeme of stape. Thauesndtbs 3bs. Me :icty.

Country. Ib". 0r in. af i. sq. in. Mcduli.
Argenitine Zepublic- 4 2.70 0.860 22.o96 68.619
Cape Colony ......... 7 I 3 99 0.7405 27.617 87.197
New South 'Wales .. i 6 4.50 0-7675 25.5S2 80.516
New Zcaland .... 4.27 0.8454 28.056 92.106î
Russia .............. 14 9 2.12 0.850 25.0170 *82-195
Spain ................ 5 6 2-74 0.87S 20.039 76.676
Uruguay ............. S 5 2-67 0-797 24.180 77-7S9
Victoria .............. 9 O 3.52 0-7524 25.498 84.69>4
UJnited States ... 13 14 2.85 0.887 25.667 80.974

THE SWEATING SYSTEM.

The City Counicil of Toronto a short time ago dis-
cussed the alleged presence of the sweating system in
that city. Mr. Edgar, at the instance of the Trades
and Labor Coincil of Toron to, statcd that lie had bu.-
self made investigations into the existing state of things,
and had found that in certain Jewisb tailor shops
hands were ernploye 1 in fiuîby dens at wag;es varying
from, $z.c ta $3 'per week, s)me of theni working
fifteen bours a day. From what sorte other members
of the City Coun cil said, it looks, however, as though
tbis cvii had been exaggenated, and we sincecly trust
this xill prove to be the case. At any rate there ought
te be a thorough and impartial investigation. Canada
ought ta be the last country in the world ta admit into
its cities such a crving cvil as the sweating systeni,


