accugion to study the Hecord  all the deseriptions of the things
patented are inassed together in one part of the book, while all the
ilustrations of them, to which reference is made, ure massed to-
gethor in another part.  Following the previous style, all the des.
criptive matter is printed two columns to the page, wlile the
illustrations oceupy three columns. It dves not seem to have
oceurred to the mannger of the printing bureau thnt it is of great
importance that the degeription of an invention and the illustrtion
of it should be contiguous to cach other, and that this counld have
been affected by setting the type of the descriptive matter three
columus to the page instead of two. 'This is a feature which, we
presuine, will be corrected in subsequent issues.

It is to be hoped that greater promptness will be shown in gsuing
the subsequent numbers of the flecord than has chameterized that
to which wo here allude.  This number containg a record of trans-
actions occurring in the month of January, and it should have been
presented to the public in the early days of the followimg month--
February —but itdid not make its appearance until after the nnddle
of March; and the transactions for the mouth of February, as
ofticially announced in the Record, have not yet sven the light.
This is to be vegretted.

The anuvyance which those interested might otherwiso feel be-
cause of this delay in the appearance of the Record 1 avouded by
those who read the Cayapiay Masuracrirer, which gives the list
of Canadian patents dated down to withm a day or two of the date
of publication. Thus all the patents dated after the nuddle of a
month zre recorded in the issue of the Casapian MaNvracreren
which appears on the first Friday of the ensuing month, and all
patents dated previous to the middle of the month, are recorded
theissuo of the third Friday of that wmonth.,  ‘This is an enterprising
feature of this journal, which inventors, patent attorneys, aud all
others interested will appreciate.

COPYRIGHT LAW,

It was formerly held that by common law an author had a per-
petun! right in the products of his intellect. This is now denied,
wd the whole matter has become the subject of statute, so that
new, unless the provision of the law designed to secure to the
author the cexclusive ownership of the results of his labor are
strictly complied with, the product is public preperty. We shall
now see what may be copyrighted, and the method thereof,

First, books, meaning not vnly such in their ordmary sense, but t he of no little importance to inventors and to the pubhe.

such as are printed only onone sheet, as the wordsof a song, or the
music accompanyin,; it. It tay be a diagrmm with directions on )
one sheet of paper, private letters, abstracts of title, an allustrated |
newspaper. If the book is in manuseript it may yet be copyrighted. |
Foreign books may not be, translations otherwise, A new edition
of a copyrighted bouk is protected by the ongnal copyright, but !
not to the oxtent of protecting new mutter i at. |

Compilations may be cupyrighted.  Under this head lso fall )
dictionaries, books of chronolugy, gazatteers, guide books, direc.
tories, calendars, catalogues, tables, collections of statistics, recipes.
designs.

Abridgements and law reports, where there is original watter,
may be copyrighted.

Advertisements as such may not be copyrighted.  Maps, charts, |
newspapers, magazines, musical and dramatic compuositions, engrav-
ing, cut, print or photograph, may be copyrighted.

The law gives the right to the author, inventor, designer or pro-
prictor, or the assigns thereof, who ave citizens or residents in this
country, to obtain a copytight. To obtain a copyright :

1, Deliver to the Librarian of Congress, by mail or otherwise, a
printed copy of the title of the book or other article, or a descrip-
tion of the painting, drawing, or whatever itmay be.

2. Withiu ten days from the publication, deliver to the Librarian
of Congress two copies of such bouvk or mticle, or in ~ase of a paint-
ing or other work of such sort, & photograph of the same.

3. Give notice ot the copyright by inserting in several copies of
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picture ar auy such production, on the face or front thereof the
following words +  ** Entered aceonding to Act of Congress, in the
year ——, by AL B in the oflice of the Librarian of Congress, at
Washington,” or the words, for instanee, ** Copyvight, 1891, by
Georgo Brown.”

A copyright is assiened by an instrument in wnting, «hich
instrument must be recorded in the cffice of the Librariar within
sixty days after its exceution, autheewise it is void as againg 2 sub.
sequent. purchaser or mortgagee for a valuable considetation with-
out notree.

England was as wach i part of our system of jurispradence as it
was that of Great Britain,  Strvictly speaking, the United States
has no common law. ‘The Constitution declares that the judicial
power of the United States extends to all cases arising under the
Constitution, the laws of the United States and treaties.  Thero
was ho principle which pervades tle Union and has the authority
of Inw that is not embuodied in the Constitution and Acts of Con-
wress.  However, as the common law was the substratum on which
the Constitution was frunded, we must go to the common law for a
definition and ar: interpretation of its terms,

All the States with the exception of Louisiana, have adopted the
English common law as their local law, subject to statutory altera-
tions, and only to such extent as suits its conditions,  ‘This will
betliectually answer the complaint of many who cannot seo the neces.
sty in the study of the Jaw of spending so much time on study of
the common law of England from the connentaries of Blackstone.
Whea it is remembered that this magniticent budy of unwritten law
(g0 called beeause in its origin not co far as known the subject of
legslative enactinent) was the law of the Colonies prioe to the
Revolution, was the birthright for which the great war of indepen-
dence was fought, is the source of interpretation of our constitu.
tion, our Iaws and treaties, in so faras they use vords and expres.
sions to which the common law alone gives a meaning, became the
law (subject to statutory clunges) of all but one of the States of the
Union,  We are prepared to assign it the place it deserves in the

estimation of the student- ~the foremost and best.~ W, . Sprague,
in Admerican htisan,

WORK OF THE PATENT OFFICE.

Tnr report of the Commissioner of Patents, United States, is s
most interesting document, both ag a record of what has been ac-
compliched, and as suggesting improvements i practice that wounld
During
the last year there were granted patents, including design patents,
to the numher of 21,236 to the citizens of the Umted States, to-
gether with nearly 2,000 additivnal granted to foreigners. Une of
the most striking facts with reference to this evidence of American
inventive genius is the gevgraphical distribution of these patents
over the country.  As might be expected, Yankeedom stands at
the head of the list in the number of inventions compared with the
population, and as might alsn be anticipated, Connecticut—the
hiome of the wooden nntimes and the papier mache ham—stands
pre-cminent. among the States, with Massachusetts an exceedingly
good second,

In the Southern States the art of invention daes not tlourish,
veaching its lowest degradation in Sonth Caroling, where thero was
only one patentassued last year to more than 23,000 inhabitants, as
against very uearly one to 1,000 Comnecticut.  Another very in-
teresting feature of the veport shows grphieally the growth of in-
vention as compared with the population of that country.  Up to
1850 progress was slow, but at that cpoch the industrinl spirit
seemed to seize upon the American people, and invention began to
increase.  There are two periods in the last half century when in-
ventors were stirred to extiaordinary activity; one of these was dur-
ing the Crval War, framn 1860 to 1866, during which time the num-
ber of patents issued considerably more than doubled, the result,
doubtless, of the stimulation of inventions coneeriing the arms and
munitions of war,

One other such tremendous inerease in invention is to be noted,

every edition published, on the title page or page following, or if a

and its cause can almost with certamty be aseribed to the advent of

LAMEIN'S PATENT.

if You Need a Pipe Covering, Get the Best

Lamkins' Patent will pay for itself in six months,
orin other words, will pay a protit of 100 per cent.
ayear.  That'sa good investment, I will pay
you to investigate.  Catalogue free.

Gast & Co., Toronto, Ont.
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