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THE CATHOLIC REGISTER.

S POLITICAL RELIGIONISH »
And the . I, A,

To the Editor of the Catholic Register,

Dran 81t T have waited o Inng
timo—too long for onc better qualified
than I feel myacll tv be, to crivcize
Col. U'Brien's reply to Mr. Edgar's
letter on tho P. P. A, winch appeared
in tho Mal of Deo. 18, 1898. Butno
one gecws to consider the gallant
Colonel as a ** foeman worthy of s
steal.” It nught have been the tine
was go near Chiristinas, senson of poaco
and good will, that nonv wished to
harbor ill-foohing for ono who if he
could not cut deep tried to cut broad
by slashing and dashing in all direo.
tions. Col. U'Brien should not be
allowed to say anytlnng and every-
thing ho ploases against Cuntaolics
without our having an answor to give.
With thigidea, T como forward and ven-
ture to offer o brief reply to Ins violent
attack upon our Churci: and people,
aund show that Ignorance 13 the root
of the dofamation aud Prejudice its
fruit,

Col. O'Brien adnits that politicians
holding the most ndverse views writo
in denunciation of tho P.P.A., but
attributes tothose critics of the P.P.A.
motives unworthy of honorable men.
He acouses them of lack of patriotism,
plilanthropy aud toleration. \What
right has he to cast stones? What
about the third political party founded
by the champion of unequal rights ?
The lack of patriotism, philanthropy
and toleration—especially the last—s
surely met by the Tu quogue argument,
In his reply to what was a most
manly and patriotic arraignment of a
band of conspirators, Col. U'Brien has
given free expression to his bigotry
and batred of Catholictsm. It 1s a
noted fact that I'rotestants with Irish
Catholic names are usnally more bitter
and malignant aganst the religion of
the:r forefathers. Ibischampion whose
name betrays bis ongin has insulted
the Roman Catholics most outrageous-
1y, and written of them not as if the
-8AMe country were common to him
and to us, but asif we were Clunese,
Maories or Zulus.

The letter 13 made up of the usual
gross msrepresentations and hack-
neyed diatribes agamnst the Churoh of
Rome. Its authoriusolently demands
the withdrawal of what he calls the
* arrogant assumptions of the Ency-
olicul.” What encyclical 13meant he
does not explain. Does he menn the
Euacyclical that has been lately forged
and extensively circulated by the P.
P.A. in the United States, purporting
to be a decres from Pope Leo XI11I.
ordering a general massacre of all
Protestants without distinction of age
or sex? Tius forged encyclical 13 a
gpecimen of P.P.A. methads, and Col.
O'Brien's argument. Seventeen |’ro-
testant mumsters of Columbus, Ohio,
exposed thig vile conspiracy. And Col,
O'Brien holds that people who use
sach methods, orin a word the P.P.A.,
can do good work by keeping dowr: those
aggressive Catholics who number only
onefifth of the population. \Vhat
gallentry ! What noble, generous
gentiments ! !

Now I do not intend to be aggres-
give—in foct I am on the defensive.
My sole object as a Oathohc is self-
defence agawnst a furious enemy in an
uncalled for and unprincipled agitation.

Col O'Brien asks at what period of
its history has not the Church be:n
aggressive 2 1 ask at wbat pertod it
has been aggressive.; I admit that the
Church of Rome has been aggressive
in one ssase of the word. The divino
commission under which the Apostles
went forth to teach all nations was to
the Roman pagan aggressive . it meant
encroachment upon the false divinities
and tho corrupted morals of the Em.
pire. It meant more. It weant the
crumbling of the Empira itself aud the
substitution of the Papacy in its stead.
«¢ Tho ohair of the Fisherman stood n
the very palaco of the Cwmsars.” It

was aggresgion whon St, Olemont, who
was rolated to Dowmitinn, ocelobrated
Mass in the Catacombs, and preached
go eloquantly, and fervently, and made
8o many converta that the Emporor
Trajan—by no wcans the worst of his
class —ordered him to offor inconso to
Jupiter or Lo exiled. Ho choso the
latter , was sont to tho Crimea, then
the Roman Tasimania. 1Ilero lo con
tinved his work of aggression until
Trajan ordored him to be drowned as
o suorifico to Neptune, There is no
need of tracing that line of Supremo
Pontiffs down to Leo XIII, now
huppily reigning — tho 200th Popo
from St. Pter.

To the Catholic the cardinal fact of
the world's history is the birth und
death of Christ—the Founder of a
spiritual kiogdom, an abiding Insti
tute, as palpable and orgaunio fact.
The Church of Rome is not a soct, or
oven a charch among churches.
It 18 tho Church Catholio—Universal
—the pillar and ground of truth. It
teaches as did its Master, ** with
authority.” Without advancing any
of the abundant proof there is for this
stand which the OChurch takes, and
vightly, lev me discuss a portion of
English history.

From the time of Elizabeth down
to 1778, a period of two hundred
years, mmthons of Catholios suffered
persecution, cruel, bloody and con
twnual. A brief respito oceurred during
James the Seccond's reign, who susr-
pended the penal laws and granted
liberty of conscience to all bis subjeots.
Tlns toleration cost James his crown,
and placed the Dutch Stadtholder,
Wilham, upon the throne. Cardinal
Mauning says Euogland did net apos-
tatize : she was robbed of her faith.
Cardinal Newmsan thus desoribes the
process. °* Protestantism was estab
lished by law in the widest sense of
the word, it was forced ugon all per
sons 1n station or oftica under sanction
of an oath. Catholics were put under
crusling laws, Priesis for saying
Mass wers unprisoned for life: if a

| foreigu priest the penalty was death,

and to all who barbored or assisted
them the same, torture aund deatl.
No Catholie could inherit property or
purchase land or keep school, or even
send their clnldren abroad to be edu
cated under penalty of loss of life or
hoerty and property. Catolics could
not vote at elections. If a son said he
was a Protestant he could take all the
property from tho family. Klizabath
and her great men and her preachers
killed and drove away all the Catholics
they could; knocked down the re.
mauinder ; and then at their leisure
proved unanswerably and triumphant-
ly the absurdity of Popery, and the
heavenly beauty and perfection of
Protestanuism, Protestantism being
taught everywhers, Protestant prin-
ciples were taught with 1t, which are
necessarily the very reverse of Catho-
lic principles.”

These are the two special daughters
of the Protestant Tradition, Theory or
Assumption on the one hand, and
Prejudice on the other—Theory which
szorns, and Prejudice which hates us.
Theory lives on its own thought, but
Prejudice is ever craving for food
which is served up constantly,
Titus Oates, Maria Mouk and Jeffreys
being the purveyors, and platform
and pulpit speakers being the cooks.
Such 13 popular Protestantism =onsid
ered in 1ts opposition to Catholics.
Its truth is establishment by law; its
faith is Prejudice; its facts are
fictions, its reasonmngs fallacies, and
its security is ignorance about those
whom 1t is opposing. Tho law says
that white is black; ignorance says,
why not? Theory says it ought to
be; Fallacy says it must be; Fiction
zl;)nys it 18, and prejudice says it shall

o."

I do not make thiz long quotation
1 any spint of aggression, to expose
thoir tyranny and injustice, but to
prove that England was not converted,

but was robbed of hor Cotholicity by
violence, It is but jusi to stato that
Cntholios at the present timoe enjoy
freadom of worsbip in England.

That olever eynical Jow, Tasnac
D'Isracli, gives a peculiar view of tho
great enuso of religions persecutions.
Ho snys. * The subject of politicul
roligionism is 0a nize ns it is ourious.
Politics have been so eunningly work
ed into tl:e cause of roligion that the
portics themselves will nover be able
to soparate them. An imponotrable
mystory surrounds tho conduct of
men who profess to be guided by the
gontle code of Jesus, but try thom by
a human standard, treat them as poli-
ticians and, the motives onco discov-
ored, the actions aro understood.” 1f
wo apply this test to tho course taken
by Queon Elizabeth who bad no veli-
gious conviotions, the desiro to reign
at any cost being her ruling passiov,
we should discover tho scoret wolive
which aotuated bor and the powerful
and eminent men who supported her,
was really n political eno.  In furthor
support of D'Isracli's theory the fact
that in 1778 when the Awmoericans
unfurled tho Standard of Independence
theroby sotting an example of courage
to all oppressed people, there took
place a great relaxation of the penal
code. Within fifty years Cutholics
could breatho their native air in free-
dom and safety Thus fenr quickly
obtained what was denied for two
hundred years to the pleading of jus-
tico and humanity.

The Catholic Church is accused of
nggression. DBe it not forgotton that
Protestantistm of the 16th century was
an innovation, an encroachment, an
aggression upon a constituted order of
things which Dhad existed for ages, and
which was vitally connected with
every fibre of the social system.
Ranke says, *Tho questions which
Protestantism affcoted were not merely
ecclesiastical but on account of the
connection between Church and State
upon which the whole system rested
in the highest degree political also.”

Judging from these premises politi-
cal religionism 18 tho main spring of
the P.P.A, couspiracy. This conspir-
acy1s formed to ourtail as much as
possiblo the rights of Roman Catholics
both civil and religious, to force upon
them the system of Godless schools
which are proving & curse wherever
they are instituted to the poorer classes
especinlly. They are soats of atheism
and infidehity and also anarchism. It
18 of such that the old Duke of Wel-
lington spoke when he said, ** Educa
tion without religion makes men clever
dowils.”” Though wo are only one-
fitth of the population of Ontario the
P. . A. will pot succeed for as the
prophet Ehscus smd, - There are
more with us than with them.” Tlus
2. . A. 13 like the wolf in the fable,
always accusing the poor lamb of dis-
turbing the water, of slander or some-
thing, and all for an excuse for drown-
ing the lamb, I think what Pope
wrote in * Ethical Epistles "' on the
monument of London, Eng., is most
applicable to the newspaper articles of
the P.P.A. and the whole cabal of
their aiders, abettors, etc. The in-
seription on the Iillar accuses the
« Popish Faction " of causing the
great fire of London in 1666 which
destroyed 18,000 houses. Pope says
of the Pillar, ¢ Like a tall bully it lifts
its head ant lies.* The Bargaing that
trouble Col. O'Brien is that ¢ Quebee
Act” which was passed by the British
Parlinment at the time of tho revolu-
tionary war when the descendnuts of
the Piqneers of Now France demanded
the fulfilment of British pledges. I
must ask Col. O'Brien to csll to mind
a poriod prior to that date, when
another bargain was made by the
British Crown. As Festus said to Bt.
Paul +* Thou bhast appesaled to Cmsar
and to Crmsar thou shalt go.” From
15684 when Jacques Cartier plan‘ed
the cross at Gaspo in the namo of
France down to the time when

Caunadn wans ceded to QGreat DBri-
tain by tho "Treaty of DParis,
Canada boelonged to France. In

1608 Samuel de Chamnplain founded
tho aity of Quobee. In 3612 Muntreal
was founded for the prupagation of the
Oatholie fnith in Canuda,  The Right
Rov, Francois do Lasval was appointed
Viear Apostolic of Now France. By
the Treaty of Paris it was stipulated .
1st. That the ¥French Canadinns
should be allowed the full and freo
exorcisa of their religion, 2nd. Should
bo governed by their own Inws; Sed.
That thoy stiould not bo dispossessed
of any of thoir property. This I'reaty
solumnly signad and scaled was dis-
honorably broken ULy Georgo III.,
who isseed o proclamation abolishing
Fronch laws and substituting those of
Great DBritain. Even the iniquitous
Test Oath adjuring tho principal
dogmas of the Cathulic rohgion was
forzed upon this country. This oath
ot course oxcluded Catholics from
olfice and from a scat in the Assembly

though "they wero as 150 Catholies to .

ono Protestant. George IIL. in break-
ing the Treaty of Daris followed tho
example of William IIL who in 1091
signed the Treaty of Limerick aftor
the surrendor of Gen. Sarsfield. This
treaty guaranteed complete civil and
religious liberty to Irish Catholice, but
before the year was passed William
basgely permitted it to be broken by his
governmen. and tho DPunal Laws
cruelly enforced. Thig breaking of
treaties with Catholics secms to be o
pet foiblo of the British Government.
The French Canndians suffered for
nearly 14 years under the arbitrary
laws of Great Britain whoen in 1774
the political exigeacizs of the time
induced the Crown to come to terms
and make the bargain fearing that
tho oppressed Canadians would join
in the rebellion of the American
colonies, The Rritish Government
passed the Quebee Act, which con-
firmed therights a d privileges guar-
anteed tho Irench Catholics by the
Treaty of Paris 1603, anl which
had been viclated. The Quebec Aot
exempted them from the oxecrable
Test Act, provided for the mamtenance
of the Catholic clergy, restored the old
civil law allowing English law in
criminal cases and cstablished a Legis
lative Council. This Act concilinted
the I'rench Canadiaus, so that they
rcjected all overtures of the Anericans
and refused all appeals to join in the
rebotlion and bravely resisted the
American’s attempt tc ecnquer Canada.
Had not Britain wade the Bargain it
ig probable that Canala would bave
become a part of the neighbouring
Republic. But other acts of robbery
and tyranny on the part of British
emissaties have been until recently
without redress. In 1800 the whole
property of the Jesuit Order in Quebec
was confizcated to the C..wn, thus
infringing on the provisions of the
Quebes Act. In 1776 the Jesuit
Colleges were converted into barracks.
In 18006 Solicitor-General Scewell at-
tempted to give the Catholiz parishes
to Protestants, but the Roman Catholic
Bishop Plessis was firm and deter-
mined and showed the Government
tho impudence of making any further
breaches in the Quebee Act. When
he Act of Legialative U'nion was
pussed in 1840 the French Canadians
justly complaiifed, that after paying
off their own public debt they wero
forced to assist in paying off that of
the Upper Province. ‘These historical
facts prove clearly that it is Protestant
ascendancy which has been the aggres-
sors in this country as well as in
Great Britein and ireland. The Ca-
tholic Church is only aggressivo in
matters of Faith and conscience,
through obedience to the voice of
God, ‘ magna est veritas et provalebit.”
To the liberslaninded Protestant 1
address these words. Read thoe Catho-
lic side of the question, ** audi alteram
partem.” You have heard a littlo of
1t now. PrrroNiura,
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