
THE MONTIILY RECORD OP

if anytliing could add to the profound
andi affectiouîate respl)et with wh ich ler
Majesty is regarded by ail the respect-
able classes of* Aiineritan citizens. It has
doue one's 1Jeart good to bepx 120w tbey
appreciate ber truc îîobility of cbarac-
ter, and the umoral clignity with which
she bas always discIuarged ber great du-
ties.

Ctharacter of any kinci is keenly ap-
preciated by the Anucerican inid. There
are few or no conuventions or officiai
tities in this country-. Such as these
are, they nmay be within the reach
of any one. MeIrely as a social being,
each man is a-; good as another, and
each womnan better than any mxan.
Anytbing would lue toleratcd, au intelli-
gent American said tu me, sooner than
the sligbest dirre-puet shown to any
woman. Nobody, in short, is accepted
for any accident of birth or of social
position. But on tlic other band, noth-
ing can exceed the deference paid to
genuine power of charatter-not merely,
it muet be adunitted, excellence ot char-
acter. Power of any kind-strength-
is the idolatry of flic Amiericau nxind.
"liHe is a strong niai" they say ; and
wherever tbev sce strength, they are
disposedl to recognise it "Even when
they cannot hionour it, they acknowledge
and in a sort of way esteem it. But
nowbere in any soeiety in whicb 1 have
mingied have 1 aiso seen sueh uniforas
appreciation of dhýti nguisbing excellence
--such willingness to concede merit of
any public kind. Nutlnng will convince
us that there is not a great future before
a people wbo have learned s0 keenly to
appreciate flicis ot'ail kinds-nxoral and
intellectual, as well at material.

But 1 must not allow myself to ruix
into general refiections. lVhat strikes
one mont in the cluorches, alter the spirit
of catholicity of wbicb 1 bave spoken,jis
the thorough and .piçtenialic manner in
whieh they do everything. In this, as
in other nuaters, the Aunericans bave
a.ided to Saxon solidity a great deal of
French finish. 1 wonuler that this bas
not been mure often remarked. The
influence of French habits is everywbere
to be traced in social life, and in sehool
and church arrangement&. Tbey carry
systern l'administration" into every-
thing. Their churches are not meey
cburcbes as with us, but churcbes and

Sundýay schools, and cluapels for prayer-
meetings or week-day worship, and
vestries, ail in one. Nothing can be
more comle titan theur arrangements;
a 'id the digce ii iipei-fect charac-
ter many of' oùr places of worship at
home--dirt%., ill-plannetl, without even
a comfortable rooin for the ininister to
put bis gowni on-,.vould not be tolerated
fbr a moment hiere.

The sanie svstein and convenience are
showm in ai their congrregational ar-
rangrements. Every meinubroftbe con-
gregation is supposed to take a vital in-
tere-st in its prosperity, and to do some-
thing definite to contribute to that pros-
perity, not nerely by giving of his
uneans, but by active work of'sotme kind.
And ail is planned and carried out with
perfeet -rder.

Nowhere are the good effeets of this
systeunatie mnanagemnent seen more than
in the Boards counected with tbeirtheo-
logical seniinariep. These semi naries, with
the exception, 1 believe, of' Harvard,*
are not integ 'rai parts of the colleges
with whicb thcy mna be LQ-ociated. The
Princeton Theological seminary, for ex-
ample, bas nothing to do with Princeton
College, save that it is at Princeton, and
it bas long been associ.atedl there with
the College. Dr. McCosii is at the
bead or President nf the C'nlleqe, and bas
no uccessary official connection with the
Theological Senuinary. And the Union
Senuinary at New York lias nothing
whatever to (10 with Coltunbia College,
or the University of thê. city of New
York.

I mention this flot because 1 think this
part of the Anierican system good. I
do not. I great!y prefer our own way
of havinz the theological faculties with-
in our University sy-stcm ; and 1 could
show many reasons for this were it nec-
essary. But what is good in the Aune-
ricen system is the fact thaï there is a
Board, cluiefiyqf flaymen, connected with
ail their theological seninaries, whoe
busineFs it is to see to the proeperity of
these institutions, to the ineonies of the
Professirs, and, above ail, to the inter-
csts of the students.

Thle encouragement of sitilents, is, in
fact, the special objeet of these Boards.

* 1 arn not sure but that Yale, in New Ha-
ven, is also au exception.


