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#IfY forget thee, O Jerusalem?! let my right haud forget its cunning.”?—Ps. 107, v. 5.

The Sabbath.
(From Lectures to Youny Men, on the ** Shorter
Catechism, by Ashbel Green, D. 1))

( Concluded. )

In our last lecture I endeavored to show
that the fourth commandment of the deca-
Jogue is moral. in the highest and strictest
-sense of the word ; and that it is, of course,
of perpetual obligation—requiring us to keep
holy to God all such set seasons as he hath
appointed in his word, and espectally 1o con-
sccrate to his exclusive service one whole
day in seven.  Which day of the week ought
to be thus consecrated to God, we are now
to consider.  On this point the statement of
our Catechism is, that—From the begpin-
uing of the world to the resurrection of
Christ, God appointed the seventh day of the
week to be the weekly Sabbath; and the tisst
day of the week ever since, to continue to
the end of the world, which is the Christian
Sabbath.”
There are some, wmy voung friends, who
jexplicitly deny the
this stuiement; tha is, they deny that the
sbligation to observe the seventh day of the
week as a Subbath, was coeval with the com-
Iiclicn of the work of ereation, or from the
winning of the world.  They iosist that it
bad no other or carlier origin, than the time
when the command before us was delivered
to the Israclites at Mount Sinal.  But this
“epinion, although adopted and defended by
some men of eminence in the church, appears

truth of the first part of s ertemporancous,

qon the seventh day, God ended his werk
{which he had made: und he reated the se-
Iventh day from all his work waicy he had
imade ; and God blessed the seventh Jday, and
sanctified it; Lecause that in it he had rested
from all his work which God createi ant
made.”  Those who deny the primesst insti-
tution of the Sabbath, say, that the blessing
here pronounced on the seventh day, 2nl itx
sanctification as a day of holy rest, was pro-
leptival 3 that is. God then ordained that at
some future time —and aceording to these in-
terpreters, that time was then more than tweo
thousand years distant—the seventh day
should be kept holy, and that a blessing
should then attend its observance. 1 must
say, that this appears to me one of the harsh-
lest and most foreed interpretations of a plain
passage of Seripture, that I have ever seen.
The reason assigned for God’s blessing the
Sabbath day is, that on it he rested { om all
his work, and the text distinetly implies that
jat that time he blessed and sanctified it. Hix
iresting from his work, and his blessiog and
isanctifying the day of rest, are represented
The language in which
1both facts are amnounced elates o one and
jthe snme period.  Yet those from whom we
it!if!'er in this matter, construe the lnzuize in
jrelation to the fact literally. in the present

ilime, and the language relative to the bene-

I diction and sanctification of the dav figura-
s tieely. as referring to future time—fu.are by
“the space of two thousand five hundre.d vears,
1 This, iy dear vouth, is taking such a liberty
with the language of sacred Scripture as

20 me to be in direct opposition to the sacred deem altogether unwarrantable: und 1 feel

tweord (Gen. ii. 2, 3), where it is said, * An

it to be my duty to warn you, nat.to listen,
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