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#1p ] PORGET THEE, O JERUSALEM! LET NY RIGHT HAND FORGET IT8 CUNNING.”—DPs 137, ¢.5.

SERMON.

1 is privileged to unite his salutations to Phi-

By the Rev. Thomas J. Crawford, D. D., one | lemon with those of Paul himself. and other

of the Ministers of’ St. Andrew’s Larish,
Edinburgh.

**PDemas hath forsaken me, having loved this
present world.”—2 TiMoTHY iv. 10.

devoted Christians. Again, in the Epistle to
the Colossians, (iv. 14,) we find Demas send-
ing his greetings to the members of that
Church, as one whuse kind remembrance and
good wishes would, as the apostle knew, be

THE fact here related is a very sad one; valued by them.  And here, again, he is inen-
alas ! that we should be obliged to add, that | tioned in connexion with several distinguich-
it is no less common than melanchuly,—a , ed servants of the Lord, such as “ Luke, the
hopeful professor falling from his steadfast- | Leloved physician.” and FEpaphras, who is

P I 3 ] paj 0
ness,—a once zealous defender of the truth, | characterized as a person of ¢ great zeal” for
shrinking from its open maintenance in_ the . the Gospel, and Mark, and Aristarchus, and

hour of trial,—one who had ** ¢scaped from '
the poliutions of the world, again entangled
therein, and overcome.” Beautifully simple
and touching is the manner in which this
shemeful defection is referred to. There is !
not a word of resentmeant or complaint.
There is not the smallest disposition shewn
to drag forth all the aggravating circum-
stances in the conduct of the miserable back-
slider. It is more in sorrow than in anger
that the apostle writes. It wonld seem as if
he were sickened at the thought of so base
an instance of perfidy as he had met with.
He cannot bear to dwell upon the subject.
He mentions the simple fact, without com-
ment or reflection, * Demas hath forsaken me,
having loved this present world.”

I As to the previous history of this per
son, it is but little that we are abic to ascer-
tain; “ut even that little is of such a kind as

to stand in strange contrast with what we

here read about him. In the Epistle to Phi- |

lemon, (v. 24,) Demas is honourabiy ranked,

not only among the zealous *fellow-labour-

ers” of the apostle ; and in this character he
Vol. I1X. No. 7.

Justus, whom Paul kindly speaks of as hayv-
ing been “a comfort to him,” and warmly
commends as his “fellow-workers unto the
kingdom of God.”

Such was the person whose fall is_here re-
corded. Not only was he a professor of
Christianity, hut, us it would scem, a profes-

; for of some distinction. e was one of the

teachers orevangelists of the primitive Church.
He stood on the same footing in this respect
with men who, by their labours or their writ-
ings, huve greatly contributad to the further-
ance of the Gospel. And his salutations,
whether to private friends, or to associated
bodics of professed believers, were not con-
sidered unworthy of a place in the very ora-
cles of Divine truth. And yet, you sece, he

i proved, in the end, to be a cowardly forsaker

of the faith, and, for aught that we can tell,a
thorough and hopeless apostate. What an
alarming fact is tgis! How clear and full is
the evidence it gives us, that ¢ the heart of
man is deceitful above all things!” How
loud is the warning it addresses to us, « Let
him who thinketh he standeth, take heed lest



