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SOMERIN ABUT RE .B. We do flot consider ît as havlag attaiined
SOMEHIITG BOUTTHECE. Its finai form yet. In a statenient that

PLED)GE. young peopie are to adopt. we do flot look
with any degree of coznpiaccncy on the use

tsv. J. A. IL. Dit: SO'.. ;of the word " Ilie" ln reference to Christ.
WIth many the pledge le a great, stumb-~ We never r'end of Christ's likings. That

ing block, and so a few wvords about it ptits Hlm too nzuch ln the attitude of a ca-
may not be out o! place and mnay hlelp soine priclaus man or ivoman. Ro is a king, ana
to regard it -%vl more favor. lie comnands. H-e Is autliorltati4e. - le

First lot nie speak of It historlcally.'tliat liath my commandaients and keepeth
Everyone wiIl admit tliat no soclety eau flhem, lie it is that loveth me." That should
hold togetiior for any lengtlî of time witi-, flot be overlooked. If the wvord " like "
out somo bond of union, somo common were left ont It would Improve the state-
principie, some -%vatciiword that bas been' ment by bringing it into harmony witl
adopted by ail the members. The pledge 18. Scripture.
the bond o! union that ail C.B. Socleties Tue omission of ail rofereaco to Christ'a
adopt. But It is naL be regardet as--like'atonlng sacrifice and pardon thrauigi Hie;
the laws of the Medos and Persians-un-'blood Is a sad iack. WVe have seen pledges
alterable. IL bas nlot aiways liad the forai that had bath inserted and were, therefore,
it now lias. Tt is a good exampIe or the, greatly improved. IL mnay be said, Ilwe
sclentific doctrine that obtains so w'idely to- can't put everything into a pledge." Vory
day,-nauely, evolution. ftile. But we caîx put things of prime mo-

At first iL iras a Ver-Y Simple thing, hiardly'nment into Jt, tbings wlîich ivili by constant
wortlîy of the name of a piedge. It ran: repetition etch themselves Into the mcmory
I t is cxiiected that ail the members of tace and act upon thc mmnd ani heart.

Society %vill ho present at every meeting un- Many abject to C.Es. becauso of the char-
less detained by sanie absolute nccessity, actez' of the pledge. And many adopt ail of
and that each ivili tak-e same part, iîowevcr the C.E. constitution, except that they leave
slight, in every meeting." It is mereiy an, the iledge out altagetîzer. Tiiere Must lie
expectation. (lissiitisfactian existing ii rnany quai-tors

The first real pledge iras drawn up after irith the i)Iedge, because some xnonths ago
the societies had muitipiied, and rail thuls: Sécretary Baer sent out ta ail C.E. editors,
IlAs an active mnember I promise : lst, T( cireutlars ;vith this caption, " Don't tinker
read the Bible every day. 2nd, To pray tie Piedge." One of the weakest papers
every day. 3rd, To be present at every; written by the secretary. Oue too, of con-
regular meeting of the Society unless <le- siderable boldness in ni of the ilistory or
tained by some absolute necossity, meaning'h i lpedge.
by this. sozne reason w'hichi, wlth a cIlar \Vo fear that the 0l)bege lias been sa
conscience. I eau pî'esent ta God. To Lalie lOZided UPl with promises, that iL is, in on-
some part la evel-Y neting. If absout from; deavoiig ta tio Wliatevez' the different do-
thue montbly consecratian meeting, ta give, noinalhationls want the yoting peopîle to (1t,
or send an excuse ta the Look Out Coni- libecoining to a very large extont useiess.
mitteo. 4tlî, Trusting in the Lord Jesus iTo test that, asli this question , Hoi many
Christ for strengtlh 1 promise Him that 1 keep it ? There ls sucli a. tlîing as îayîng
ivili strive ta dIo iliatever IHe îvouid like to bili'dens taa heavy ta bo borne on the young
have me do: and just sa far as I kuair%ý how 1 people. Mlan3' gaa<l men feci this and do
tilroughouit my whiole life, 1 ivili endeavoi- t' not go in witiî the organization. They
lead a Christian lifo." thiiik that they mfust cithez' take this pledge

The second foi-m of the piedge inverts the orhv0oIigt oiihCiita n
Eirder of propositions and throais all the 1 deavor. That is hardly the case. Epîvorth
four parts of the first into one statemeut, Leagues irbicli add C.E. ta thieir namo hiave
making somo addlitions, as " pray ta I-iai very Often lia sucu picdge, or if tlcY 'lave,
"I promise ta be truc to ail my duties, t0' their work doos flot coincide iritli it.
be present and tai som par asd fr We, as Presbyterians, irbo ha.ve lîad sa
singing. in every meeting, unless lîinderod: much to do0 iitli solemin leagues and coven-
by some reasan ibicli 1 eau cansçientiausly t z'lts ought flot ta stiekle at a piodge, if iL be
give ta nxy Lord aîîd Master .Tosus Christ."' t ail Scriptural, and tlierefore reasonable.

The third formn a! the pledgo lias other 1 A Pleulge is a help to do irbat ire ougiit ta
additions, sucîz as, '«I will make it the -nie d (o in many cases. Tt keeps mnatters of mo-
o! my life ta pray, etc.," and " to support Myv ment before the mmnd. Tt insists on aur
aira clînrellin luvery way, especially by at-; giving heed ta tlîem. IL lays iLs pressure
teuding ail lier regular Sncay and aid- i where pressure is neodeti. Mufich May be
week services, uniess prevented by some i sa1id ia defence a! iL. Wo thorougblv beliove
reason %vhieh 1 can canscientiously guve tu 111 a Pledge, but we believe alsa that if the
my Savioni-," and "'sond at least a verse o! C.E Society were braught Into such close
Sci-ipture ta lie read iu response ta my naine toile-Il w- th our~ Gener3.1 Assoaibly as ta fori-
ut rail cali." Honco, histarically, thec pledge a part af aur chureh arganization, the pi-e-

has )eenaltoed fur tmes y aditiosesnt Pledge would lie altered, it may lie con-lia ben lteed ou ties y ddiios sdorably, ta bring It Into harmony'wttebeing Mnade to meet the conditions that have> genls a!trchehdotie
arisen in flic clînrelies. geiuofOrcrhdctie


